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PAT GORDY 

3CT PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

MARCH 2021 

With blooming redbuds, daffo-

dils, crabapples, etc., and bud-

ding green trees, I believe 

spring has sprung! It is looking 

beautiful in the Chattanooga 

area, and I am sure it is in your 

neck of the woods too. Not 

only that, but hope is up that 

COVID may be over soon.  

The 3CT Officers are begin-

ning to make plans for a Fall 

3CT Event. It may be only a 

one-day event just to get to-

gether with other photogra-

phers in the Council. If your 

club would like to help host it, 

or if you have suggestions of 

where to have the event, 

please let Sally Edwards know 

at activitiesdirector@3ct.org.  

Congratulations to Chris 

Baker, Howard Kaplan, and 

Wanda Krack for being the 

winner in the 3CT Spring 2021 

Photo Contest. You can see 

their winning images else-

where in this newsletter and 

online at 3ct.org.   

Be sure to enter the 2021 PSA 

Councils Challenge photo con-

test to represent 3CT. It opens 

on April 1, and closes on May 

31. The categories are Color 

General, Monochrome Gen-

eral, and Nature General. Be 

sure to read the definitions of 

each category, according to the 

Photographic Society of Amer-

ica. You may find out all the 

details online here or read in 

another part of this newsletter.  

If you are having special 

speakers or other activities for 

your club now, please let Kay 

Crick know at newsletteredi-

tor@3ct.org and send her 

some photographs to put in the 

newsletter.  

Have a great month!  

 

  

Camera Club Council  

of Tennessee 

2021 RENEWAL DUES ARE 
NOT BEING CHARGED  
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Below is our Executive Board elected by 3CT Clubs to serve from  

January 1, 2021, until December 31, 2022.  

FROM THE EDITOR: Hello everyone! Missed your news and photos again this month. 

This newsletter is yours to showcase your photography. So, thank you for sending me 

your favorite shots for everyone to see. Have confidence that we will love it!  News and 

photos due to me by the 26th of each month. 

WINNERS OF CONTESTS WOULD BE GREAT, TOO! 

Send your photos, no limit, and news to newslettereditor@3ct.org. 

 

Kay Crick 
3CT Newsletter Editor 
March, 2021 

3CT Executive Board for the Next Two Years 

President: Pat Gordy Vice President: Dave Reasons 

 Secretary: Sally Edwards Treasurer: Martin Fish 
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Recently I was reminded by a student of a short 

article I wrote about a real-life experience I had 

last year in a department store in my local town. 

She reminded me how funny the article was but 

also how true it was of a lot of photographers who 

are trying to learn. I had posted this short memoir 

as a “note” on my Facebook page and had honest-

ly forgotten about it being there for the public to 

read until she brought it to my attention again.  

After finding it and reading this few paragraphs 

again that same evening I recalled the event, re-

membered the confrontational young person, and 

snickered again at my witty and honest retorts.  

Below is this short journal of this unplanned meet-

ing with this person. I’ve purposefully left it in my 

“Facebook-style jargon,” which I use often when 

posting.  

______________  

Photographer “Wanna-be” ... Gotta Luv It  

December 11, 2013 at 1:23 p.m. Jeff Roush  

I had a guy stop me in Jackson earlier today as I 

was perusing around a store, asking me if I was 

“that photography teacher” that taught at the col-

lege and had an online class ... I cautiously nodded 

and said in a pleasant tone, “Yes, I probably am 

that photography teacher, I think I'm the guy 

you're thinking about ... why do you ask?” Well, 

for the next 10 minutes he explained to me how he  

learned everything he knew about photography on 

YouTube.com, and that he would NEVER, and he 

emphasized N E V E R, would take a class be-

cause he didn't need any help, he knew it all. He 

seemed to be about 25-30 or so, very arrogant, 

very self assured, and very cocky.  

If you know me at all, you know that these types 

just rub me the wrong way, especially when dis-

cussing photography. I listened to him, and as he 

was apparently wrapping up his little dissertation, 

I calmly asked him if he had any of his best, and I 

emphasized B E S T, images online as I pulled out 

my smart phone to look him up. He said no, that 

he was working on his website but it wasn't “up” 

yet.  

I smiled and said, “I didn't think it was,” as I hand-

ed him a card. He looked shocked at my comment. 

I told him I wasn't trying to be a jerk but ... “if you 

were as GOOD as you claim to be you wouldn't 

need to ‘claim’ to be good ... you would just point 

me to the proof, the images, some type of a portfo-

lio or a website.” I said it “light heartedly” but al-

so in a serious manner.  

As I started to walk away, he made some smart 

remark about my business card having three web-

sites listed on the back ... he was obviously not 

used to anyone standing up to him, and this was 

his way to inform me we weren’t done chatting. I 

calmly turned and said to him ... “You know, 

thousands of students have crossed my path 

through the years, and I’ve learned some stuff 

from them … the day you think you know it all is 

the day you've failed ... I've been taking photo-

graphs and photography longer than you've been 

alive and I still learn EVERY time I press the 

shutter button, every time I shoot a photograph. I 

learn from what I see, what I feel, and from what I 

see other photographers doing. They learn from 

me, I learn from them ... that's how it works, that's 

how you get better. Taking a course from anyone 

may or may not help you, but from what you've 

told me you probably need it.”  

He stood there a minute and then apologized, or at 

least tried to do so … saying he wasn't trying to 

insult me ... blah blah blah ... I just smiled and told 

him that he shouldn't be worried about insulting 

me. But, instead, he should be worried about im-

pressing ME and EVERYONE with his art ... both 

visually, emotionally, and verbally.  

“Think about it,” I said as I backed away. I nod-

ded, smiled, and gave him one of those “I know 

more than you do winks.” He stood silent as I 

Photography, Education, and Learning 

Jeff Roush – 3 CT Education Director 
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walked away. I knew he was fuming, and I 

knew I had just insulted him worse than anyone 

ever has in his short existence.  

I got an email from him later that same night 

asking about my online photography classes ... 

he signed up two days later, and paid full price.   

“I still learn EVERY time I press the shutter 

button . . . From what I see, what I feel, and 

from what I see other photographers doing.”  

Honesty, truth, and straight talk, even in the face 

of purposeful rudeness, still prevail ... and still 

win.  

______________  

This short life-experience brings to mind many 

things about photographers and photo education. 

Most important is the fact that “none of us know 

it all” and never will. Secondly, it reminds us of 

the importance of participating and attending 

educational programs, photo workshops, photo 

events, and art shows. Keeping ourselves in the 

right mindset for learning only comes from be-

ing this proactive in our own education.  

Most photographic educational events are not 

expensive, so plan to do these things as you put 

together your family household budgets. Save 

money so that you can attend a workshop, buy a 

book, go on an overnight photo safari with a 

group. This is all necessary to your own devel-

opment as a photographer. The fact that you are 

around others who are doing the same thing as 

you is a big plus. And, it makes learning easier.  

I refer to this little analogy at every workshop/

photo class I teach. “A pro golfer hits 100 golf 

balls every day to stay sharp and keep his swing 

in shape.” Comparatively we expect to “stay 

sharp” and to stay in “shape” as a photographer 

by picking up our camera bags once a week or 

in some cases once every two weeks. And then 

we are frustrated that we can’t remember, can’t 

do, can’t get the camera to do, can’t find the 

right button, the dang menu is confusing … blah 

blah blah. Get yourself to the point where you 

don’t have to make excuses.  

As more and more people buy cameras there is 

more competition out there. Even if you don’t 

shoot for money, it is still “more competition.” 

Each of us wants to be in the top 25% of ability 

and knowledge in photography, not in the 75% 

of “green mode” shooters. We want to have and 

show photographs that are better and more ex-

citing. We want our peers to look at our photos 

and say “Wow”!  

When we can do this, we are getting the pay-

back we have earned through our own educa-

tion. It comes with hard work and perseverance.  

Be one of the elite. Be in the top 25%. Be the 

photographer in your group that people admire.  

Let your photographs speak for you; don’t be 

the person in this short story above.  

Be “that” photographer! Learn! Educate! Shoot!  

______________  

Jeff Roush  

3CT Education Director  

Comments welcome – 

jroush@roushstudios.com ◙ 
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Dave Reasons, Vice President & 
Webmaster 

 
Five Suggestions for Your 

Spring Photography 
 
The renewal of life is never more prominent 
than in the spring, and this change in the sea-
son is a magical time for photography. This 
article obviously relates to those temperate 
parts of the world that have four seasons, in-
cluding spring. 

 
Spring, of course, accompanies flowers 
blooming and leaf shoots growing. This dra-
matic change in the natural world allows you 
as a photographer to tell the story of a place 
afresh, just as nature restarts again for another 
year. So, let’s look at some spring photog-
raphy ideas to help you get the best out of the 
season. 
 

Focus on the Finer Details 

Whether you can photograph bluebells, daffo-
dils, or cherry blossoms, these detailed photos 
you can get from floral photography will be 
an important part of your set. Even if you are 
not photographing flowers, perhaps in-
stead you are at a spring festival, the detailed 
photo is important. 
 

The following are a few ideas that may help 
you improve your spring photography: 
 

• Bokeh – Bokeh and detail photos go well 
together, especially when you photograph 
flowers. The easiest way to achieve this to 
photograph a flower in the foreground with 
other flowers in the background. Then using a 

large aperture, you should achieve a nice soft 
background. This works better with macro 
lenses or prime lenses with a large aperture. 

•  

• Patterns – Nature is full of lovely pat-
terns, so use this to your advantage. The repe-
tition of flowers can make for a nice pattern 
or petals on the ground once they have fallen. 
Alternatively, at a spring festival, they can 
often be laid out in a pattern, ideal for photog-
raphy. 

•  

• Background – As with all photos, the 
background is important. Aiming in a specific 
direction, you can create a clean background 
and a much nicer image. Shooting up at the 
sky on a clear day will give a blue back-
ground or aim down towards the grass for a 
green background. As mentioned above, you 
may also choose to blur out the back-
ground with bokeh. 
 

The Light – Using the light is what photog-
raphy is all about. The way it may shine 
through petals can give you nice details as the 
sunlight picks up all the flower textures. You 
can also use shards of light; if you spot a leaf 
that is lit up, it can make a nice photo. 

 
Explore the Wider Scene in your Spring Pho-
tography 
 
The temptation, especially with flower pho-
tos, is to keep in close and not take a bigger 
landscape-style photo. The flower beds and 
areas with many blossoming trees can make 
for some amazing spring photography, 
though. 

 
Likewise, taking a photo of the whole festival 
from an elevated position is an integral part of 
a sequence of photos you would take at such 
an event. If you are looking for the quintes-
sential floral spring photographs, you can 
look to the following to enhance your chance 
of success. 
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• Check the forecast – That is not just the 
weather forecast, but the blossom forecast! 
Regardless of where you live, there will be 
peak periods for all seasonal flowers. 

 

• The composition is king – As with all 
landscape photos, good composition will get 
you the best results, now you have the ele-
ment of spring to incorporate into your photo 
as well. 
 

Extra context – This could simply be those 
floral blossoms indicating spring. However, 
including other elements like buildings that 
are region-specific will add even more con-
text to your photo. 
 
Take some portrait photos! 

Spring can be a popular time for portrait pho-
tography. The symbol of new life and those 
amazing backgrounds combine to make this a 
special time for portrait work. Whether you’re 
photographing yourself or other people, there 
are ample opportunities. 
 

• Photoshoot – Models and couples will 
travel just as far as photographers to get beau-
tiful photos will natural backgrounds. Aim to 
use a large aperture and blur out the back-
ground. Lines of trees can add depth to an 
image when a shallow depth of field is ap-
plied. Having your model interact with some 
of the flowers is also a nice touch. 
 

Other people – Photographs of people enjoy-
ing spring can be great. As the weather warms 
up and people start to enjoy park life, there 
are increased chances for street photos. Typi-
cal examples might include people walking 
through flowery fields or perhaps taking self-
portraits. 

 
The selfie – Lastly, you can always take pho-
tos of yourself; everyone needs a new profile 
picture for spring! 
 

Try something creative 

Spring photography is a broad subject; it en-
compasses every type of photography that 
exists. The theme that is consistent is that 
you’re photographing spring specifically. 
The application of more experimental tech-
niques can be a great way to shake things up, 

so what could you try? The following are just 
some examples and ideas for getting creative: 
 

Light trails – It is not uncommon for spring 
foliage to grow along the side of a road. This 
presents a great opportunity to take car light 
trail photos and include some spring blossoms 
for context. 
 

Refraction – The crystal ball is a versatile 
piece of equipment to have in the bag, and 
you can use it to make some creative photos. 
 

Motion blur – On a windy day, setting your 
camera on a tripod to capture the motion of 
the moving vegetation can create a nice ab-
stract-looking photo. To do this, you will 
need to expose for several seconds to capture 
that movement. 
 
Spring festivals 

Another sign of spring is the festivals and re-
ligious holidays that occur during this time; 
depending on where you are in the world, 
they will be different. They all offer photog-
raphy opportunities, again with still life, por-
traits, or scene-setting photos portraying that 
festival. 

 
In Asia, some dramatic festivals such as 
Japan’s Setsuban festival celebrate the end of 
winter and the beginning of spring. Then per-
haps closer to home are the Easter holidays, 
with the accompanying traditions that go 
along with it. These events both tell the story 
of renewal, a powerful theme for spring. 
Time to go and enjoy the fresh spring air 
How do you like to do your spring photog-
raphy? Does it only mean flowers and nature, 
or are there other things about spring that you 
enjoy photographing? 

 
Perhaps you have photographed spring many 
times before, so how about trying a different 
photographic style this time?  
 
Lastly, we love to see examples of your 
spring photography, both past, and present, so 
please share them with us. 
 

(credit: Simon Bond) 

 
Email your Spring Images to:  newsletteredi-
tor@3ct.org 
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• Entries may be submitted by 3CT club mem-
bers between April 1 and May 31, 2021. 

• Please complete, and PSA Permission Release 
Form for your images.  

• PSA-member councils, associations, or federa-
tions are eligible and encouraged to participate. 

• The subject is General for all sections. 

• Images should be sized at 1400 x 1050 pixels 
with a color space of sRGB and no size limit. 

• There may not be more than one image per sec-
tion by the same photographer. 

• An entrant may submit entries from one council 
only. If an entrant has images submitted by 
more than one council, all images may be dis-
qualified. 

• Like images from the same photographer in 
more than one section will not be accepted. 

• Images entered in previous PSA Councils Chal-
lenges are not eligible. 

• By signing the PSA Permission form for the 
Councils Challenge, individual photographers 
grant PSA the right to reproduce their image(s) 
for display at the PSA Annual Conference, Vid-
eo Digital Program at the Conference and PSA 
website, awards, and for the purpose of promot-
ing the Challenge and announcing the winners. 

 
PSA Permission Release Form for Councils 
Challenge: download here: pdf  

 
Model Release May be Requested if the winning 
image is a portrait and PSA wishes to publish it.  

If there is no Model Release available, the image 
may win but cannot be published. For those who do 
not have a Model Release, Sample Model Release 
Form -doc  - interactive pdf  - both of these forms 
can be filled out and saved on a mobile or desktop 
device.  

 
Sections 
Color General (Open) 
Monochrome General (Open) 
Nature General (Open) 

 
Definitions 
Color General (Open) Definition:  

The subject matter is undefined. Monochrome imag-

es are not allowed in this section. Any and all post-

processing techniques are allowed in this section. 

 

Monochrome General (Open) Definition:  

The subject matter is undefined. An image is con-

sidered to be Monochrome only if it gives the im-

pression of having no color (i.e., contains only 

shades of gray, which can include pure black and 

pure white) OR it gives the impression of being a 

grayscale image that has been toned in one color 

across the entire image (for example by Sepia, red, 

gold, etc.). A grayscale or multi-colored image 

modified or giving the impression of having been 

modified by partial toning, multi toning, or by the 

inclusion of spot coloring does not meet the defini-

tion of monochrome and shall be classified as a 

Color Work. 

 
Nature General (Open) Definition:  
Nature photography is restricted to the use of the 

photographic process to depict all branches of natu-

ral history, except anthropology and archaeology, 

in such a fashion that a well-informed person will 

be able to identify the subject material and certify 

its honest presentation. The storytelling value of a 

photograph must be weighed more than the pictori-

al quality while maintaining high technical quality. 

Human elements shall not be present, except where 

those human elements are integral parts of the nature 

story such as nature subjects, like barn owls or 

storks, adapted to an environment modified by hu-

mans, or where those human elements are in situa-

tions depicting natural forces, like hurricanes or tidal 

waves. Scientific bands, scientific tags, or radio col-

lars on wild animals are permissible. Photographs of 

human-created hybrid plants, cultivated plants, feral 

animals, domestic animals, or mounted specimens 

are ineligible, as is any form of manipulation that 

alters the truth of the photographic statement. 

 

No techniques that add, relocate, replace, or re-

move pictorial elements except by cropping are 

permitted. Techniques that enhance the presen-

tation of the photograph without changing the 

nature story or the pictorial content or without 

altering the content of the original scene are 

permitted, including HDR, focus stacking, and 

dodging/burning. Techniques that remove ele-

About the PSA Councils Challenge: Asking All 3CT Members To  Submit Entries 
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Club Membership 

Complete the Club Membership Form online and  

Pay $40 online at: https://3CT.org 

Or  

Print and complete the Club Membership Form, and  

mail it along with a check for $40, made payable to:                             
Camera Club Council of TN or 3CT 

New Treasurer 

Mail to:  

Martin Fish 
3CT Treasurer 

4465 Turkey Ridge Trail 
Ooltewah, TN 37363 

DUES ARE NOT BEING CHARGED THIS YEAR 

ments added by the camera, such as dust spots, 

digital noise, and film scratches, are allowed. 

Stitched images are not permitted. All allowed 

adjustments must appear natural. Color images 

can be converted to grey-scale monochrome. In-

frared images, either direct-captures or deriva-

tions, are not allowed. 

 
Awards 
• Best of Show 

• Overall High Point Councils (first through third) 

• High Point Council Digital Color Images (first 
through third) 

• High Point Council Digital Monochrome Images 
(first through third) 

• High Point Council Digital Nature Images (first 

through third) 

• Individual Digital Color Image (first through 
third and HMs) 

• Individual Digital Monochrome Image (first 
through third and HMs) 

• Individual Digital Nature Image (first through 
third and HMs) 

 
All winning images may be shown by a video 
shown at the PSA Annual Conference. A DVD of 
the slide show will be available to all Councils and 
Federations. 

 
To enter images in the 3CT part of the 2021 PSA 

Councils Challenge, send images and permission 

forms to Pat Gordy, president@3ct.org by May 

31, 2021.  
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3CT Photo Contest Results 

Congratulations to all three winners of the Spring 2021 3CT Photo Contest. 

Chris Baker of the 
Huntsville Photograph-
ic Society won First 
Place. The image that 
earned him $50 was 
entitled “Lady Ann 
Lake Sunrise.” 

Howard Kaplan of the 
Photographic Society of 
Chattanooga took Sec-
ond Place with his 
“Wash” image, which 
earned him $35. 

Finally, Wanda Krack, a member of the 
Cookeville Camera Club, earned Third 
Place with her “Winter Reflections.” 

All three winning photos were within ONE point of each other. 

Judges were: Sue Milligan, Ron Plasencia, and Mark Gilliland.  
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2021 Youth Photography Showcase 

By Pat Gordy, YPS Director 

The 2021 Youth Photography Showcase (YPS), which is sponsored by the Photographic Society of Chatta-
nooga, ended on March 1.  High school students from 13 schools entered the contest this year. 
 

There were 58 students who submitted 256 images in this annual event.  
 
Schools represented were:  Baylor; Boyd Buchanan; Bradley Central High School; Chattanooga Christian 
School; Chattanooga High School Center for Creative Arts; Grace Baptist Academy; Hamilton County 
Collegiate High School; Hilger Higher Learning; Home School; Notre Dame; Silverdale Baptist Academy; 
Stem School Chattanooga; and Walker Valley High School. 
 
This marked the 15th year for YPS in Chattanooga, but it was the first year with no prints – only digital en-
tries.  That was because of COVID-19.  Therefore, there was only one “Best of Show” award, and that 
went to Vraj Patel from Hamilton County Collegiate High School for his “Citrus Splash” entered in the 
Color Choice Category.. 

 
There were First, Second, Third, and Honorable Mentions in all six categories, but the “Best of Show” gar-
nered the highest cumulative score from the three judges. Judges were: Kathleen Greeson, Braam Oberhol-
ster, and Mickey Rountree. 

 
Some images from this local contest are forwarded to the 
Photographic Society of America to compete with students 
from around the world. Last year, several placed or had im-
ages accepted to the PSA YPS Exhibit at its annual confer-
ence, but one local winner took “Best of Show” at PSA.       

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

“Best of Show” was image named “Citrus 
Splash” by Vraj Patel, Hamilton County 
Collegiate High School  

This year’s winning images, as well as winners 
from past contests, may be viewed online at Youth 
Photography – Photographic Society of Chattanoo-
ga (chattanoogaphoto.org). 

 
For more information about YPS, contact Pat 
Gordy at youthcontest@chattanoogaphoto.org.  
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CLUB AND COUNCIL NEWS AND EVENTS 

JACKSON PHOTO CLUB      MARCH 2021 

The Jackson Photo Club virtual meeting was held on March 9, 2021.  

The photo contest theme was “Portraits.”  Club members judged and voted on the entries. 
The winners were: 

 

1st Place; Kay Shackelford—Her Granddaughter, Abigail Katherine, “Abby Kate”  

 
2nd Place; Phyllis Bowers—Her Son-In-Law, Joe Butler  

 
3rd Place; Kay Shackelford—Her Grandson, Connor, who is a budding photographer himself 

 
Honorable Mention; Phyllis Bowers—Her Son-In-Law, Joe Butler  

 
 

1st Place, Kay Shackelford 
2nd Place, Phyllis Bowers 

3rd Place, Kay Shackelford Honorable Mention, Phyllis Bowers 

The next contest theme is waterscapes.  Due on April 11th. 
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Cookeville Camera Club 

Plan to attend one of Cookeville Camera Club’s 

Programs in 2021. We would love to have you. You 

are always welcome. We WON’T be having our 

monthly meetings at the church due to the pandem-

ic. We will meet online via zoom on the second 

Monday of each month from 7:00 to 9:00pm CDT. 

Contact us at: http://www.cookevillecameraclub.com        

Follow us on Facebook and Flickr. 

  

CCC Officers for 2021: 

Vice President: Vicky Ogle 
Secretary: Kathy Krant 

Treasurer: Bettye Austin 
Computer Technology Director: Lean Walker 

News Articles Director: Geok Hwa Ventrice 
Member at Large: Kathy Neer 

Member at Large: Helga Skinner 
Member at Large: Tom Morack 

Cookeville Camera Club Schedule 2021 

Month Photography Contests and Exhibits Annual Program Special Program Educational Articles 

January 11 Photographer's Choice   Photographing 

Sandhill Cranes 

  

February 8     Image Processing 

Techniques 

Subject TBD by Vicky 

Ogle 

March 8 Print Competition (tentative)       

April 12   Print Exhibition at 

Cookeville Art Studio 

(tentative) 

Spring Flower Shoot at 

Johnson Nursery 

  Subject TBD by Steve 

Kuss 

  

May 10 Water       

June 14       Subject TBD by 

Leann Walker 

July 12 Panorama       

August 9       Subject TBD by 

Bettye Austin 

September 13 Composite Image       

October 11       Subject TBD by Gigi 

Ventrice 

November 8 Photo Essays Night       

December 13 Christmas Banquet Christmas Forest Exhibit 

at Cookeville History 

Museum 

  Subject TBD by 

Leann Walker 
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Lost Creek Falls AND Falls Creek Falls Field Trip 

 

Cookeville and Crossville Camera Club will go on a joint waterfall photography field trip 
on  Friday April 2nd. 

Members should sign up for this event on the Cookeville club's website. 

Participants will meet up at  8:00AM in the Walmart Parking lot in Sparta. The Walmart is located 
off route 111/70S just South of Sparta. 

From Walmart the group will go to Lost Creek Falls. This is about a 0.2-mile hike with a set of steps 
to get to the waterfall base. 

After completing photographing Lost Creek Falls, the group will travel to Falls Creek Falls State 
Park. 

Hopefully, we will get good weather and water flow for the trip. 

Members can use images from this field trip in the May “water” photo contest. 

If you are running late you should contact Ron at 931-287-5388. 

Thanks 

Roland Pearson 

931-200-9242 

COOKEVILLE AND CROSSVILLE CAMERA CLUBS FIELD TRIP 

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021 
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The Society of Arts and Crafts (SAC's) and 

Stonehenge Gallery (in Montgomery, Ala-

bama) have opened the call for its 2021 Pho-

tography Competition. The "9" photo group 

and the staff at the Society of Arts and Crafts 

(SAC's) and Stonehenge Gallery are organizing 

this event. The exhibit runs July 10-28, 2021, at 

the Stonehenge Gallery, one of Montgomery, 

Alabama's premier art galleries/art frame 

shops.  

  

Submission is open to all photographers - pro-

fessional and amateur - working in all forms of 

photography. Four categories are offered 

(color, black and white, alternative process, and 

manipulation-digital or film). Submission dead-

line is April 23.  

  

There is a $25 entry fee, good for submitting 3 

photos. There is no theme for this exhibit. 

There is no time limit for when you produced 

your work. They want to elevate photography 

as fine art. Enter your best photographs! 

Awards: Best in Show, $1,000; Best in Catego-

ry, $500 (one award in each of the four catego-

ries); and four merit awards, $250 (from any 

category as decided by the judge).  

  

Sarah Kennel, Ph.D., the curator of photog-

raphy at the High Museum in Atlanta, will be 

the judge for this exhibit. Ms. Kennel will give 

a juror's talk after the opening reception.  

  

See this link for the prospectus:                                           

https://sacs-stonehengegallery-

the2021photocompetition.artcall.org/   

  

This exhibit will happen! There will be in-

person viewing at Stonehenge Gallery. If 

COVID prevents holding of an in-person recep-

tion, a virtual reception will be held. One way 

or the other, there will be a meeting to celebrate 

and present  

THE 2021 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION FOR THE SOCIETY OF 
ARTS AND CRAFTS (SAC’S) AND STONEHENGE GALLERY 

(IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA) 

JULY 10-28, 2021 
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Many GNPA members participate in photo contests, online competitions, or gallery submissions of var-

ious types. But once you submit your images, you may not have a good idea of how they are evaluated, 

what the selection criteria are for winners, and what you can do to improve your odds. I typically judge 

more than a thousand images a year for various competitions, critiques, and contests, and I’ll share 

some tips and observations. 

1.  Follow the rules 

Most contests are strict about the rules. Photos that fail to follow the rules are routinely removed from 

the judging early even if the image has merit. There are some small mistakes that can be frustrating – 

including a signature or watermark when it is prohibited, submitting images that are outside geographic 

restrictions (an African lion in a contest for Georgia and adjoining states), late entry, etc. 

 

2.  Don’t push sliders too far 

There is a trend toward highly saturated images, particularly in online competitions. Excessive vibrancy 

or saturation can easily go too far and cause an image to fail in the eyes of a judge. The same is true for 

other sliders and edits – clarity, contrast, texture, and sharpening can all be used excessively and create 

detail beyond what is needed. Sharpening or increasing contrast in an out of focus background can de-

tract from an image. Consider applying some of these adjustments locally rather than globally. 

 

3.  Be Interesting / Avoid Common Images 

There is nothing wrong with making your own photos of common subjects – we all like landscape im-

ages of Sparks Lane in the Smokies, Yosemite from Tunnel View or Gates of the Valley, or iconic for-

mations in Arches, Zion, or Canyonlands. These classic locations have been photographed by millions 

of photographers, so for your image to stand out, it’s subconsciously being compared with the best of 

those millions of images. What will make your image stand out as spectacular and unique compared to 

those well-known images? Look for exceptional images or unique views of common subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oxbow Bend is a heavily photographed location. Even a well composed image with 

peak fall color is relatively common with hundreds of similar images being made 

each day. Photo by Eric Bowles. 

8 TIPS FOR PHOTO CONTESTS 

By Eric Bowles* 
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4.  Key Moments – Behavior or Action 

Wildlife images have their own common subjects – wading 

birds are big, slow, and abundant so they are easy to photo-

graph. If a judge sees 3-4 great egret images in a contest, 

only a spectacular image will be selected. The same is true 

for common mammals. What makes your bear, elk, deer, 

lion, or elephant image unique?  In national contests,            

photographers look for perfect timing on key behavior. 

Two thirds of the images are showing feeding, fighting, 

courtship, or similar behaviors with perfect light and tim-

ing. A simple portrait can be successful, but it needs to be 

extremely well done. Think about it this way – is the image 

unique because you rarely see it, or unique for someone 

who lives in the area and photographs the subject on a dai-

ly or weekly basis?  Look for unique images of uncommon 

subjects or unique timing that makes an image special. 

 

5.  Watch the Details 

It’s easy to look at a good image and fail to notice little   

details that make a difference. I recall one image that had   

a sharpening halo around the subject of what was otherwise 

a great image. A recent entry was produced as a high key 

monochrome image for an exhibit and it had wonderful 

content and composition. But it also had magenta and 

green chromatic aberration that could have been easily re-

moved. Sensor dust spots always need to be removed. 

Small details – reflections, unwanted color, bits of debris                                                                                   

or trash, etc. – can make a difference and should be           

addressed to show your best work. 

 

6.  Watch the Edges 

Before you finish with an image, check the edges. Ideally, 

you’d check the edges when you make the image, but be 

sure to check the edges when you are deciding to submit  

an image. Is there anything cutoff by the edge of the 

frame? Does it look intentional? Do the edges of the frame 

attract attention to a distraction or something that might be 

outside the frame? Do you have spots of bright colors or 

extreme contrast at the edge of the image? Normally you 

want to focus the eye on your subject, and avoid taking the 

eye to the edge of the frame. Be careful to compose and 

crop with intention and avoid clipping. 

 

 

While generally a good image, the butterfly is 
slightly clipped. That’s a major flaw and would 
eliminate this image from doing well in a serious 
competition. Photo by Eric Bowles. 

A Great Egret is a common subject, but the geom-

etry of an unusual head position, a tight composi-

tion, angles created by the feathers, and brilliant 

breeding plumage make this a successful image. 

Photo by Eric Bowles. 
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Pre-Dawn mist in the Okefenokee captures wonderful soft colors and reflections. By 
8:30 AM, the mist is gone and this same scene is rather bland. 

7.  Choose the Time of Day or Season 

I often see images of landscapes or wildlife made during the middle of the day. I wonder if the photographer 

chose that time of day because it was the best for the image, or because of convenience. We all understand you 

may not be able to photograph during the golden hours or when there are great clouds and color in the sky. 

With contest submissions, the time of day or time of year is a choice. For wildlife, breeding season can bring 

great color and behavior. With birds, look for breeding plumage, courtship and displaying behaviors, or similar 

timing to show your subject at its best. With other mammals, breeding season brings action that is uncommon at 

other times of year. Adult bears are healthy in the early fall as their coats are glossy and they are eating to pre-

pare for hibernation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Don’t Expect Every Judge to Have the Same Perspective 

Judges usually have similar perspectives, and with conversation bout an image, they can form a consensus opin-

ion. But each judge has their own expertise and views in how an image is assessed. Some judges will have hot 

buttons that immediately reject images. Others have subjects they see or photograph regularly, and may have 

strict standards for what makes a good image. Don’t worry if your image is Best of Show in one competition, 

and not even a finalist in another competition. Judges and competitions are different. Competing images may be 

different. You’ll get a better idea of how judges view your image if you have multiple perspectives. 

The nice thing about competitions is they are supposed to be fun. It’s a good way to share your images, get 

feedback, try out new ideas, and possibly be recognized for your photography. But above all, make sure you 

have fun sharing your images and seeing the work of others. 

 

“Reprinted with permission from GNPA”  

*Eric Bowles is an Atlanta-based professional nature photographer and photography instructor. He is curator for the 

GNPA Gallery at Chattahoochee Nature Center and regularly judges programs for GNPA and other camera groups.      

In 2020 he judged exhibits for the Booth Museum Photography Guild and the Blue Ridge Arts Center. Formal training 

includes the judging school for PPA’s International Photo Competition. Eric is President of GNPA and a board member 

of the North American Nature Photography Association (NANPA).  
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Dave Reasons, 3CT Webmaster 

What am I going to do with the gear I no 

longer use? Do I give it away, donate it to 

some resell place, or decide to sell it myself? 

As the Admin of “The Tennessee Photogra-

phers Trading Post,” I invite you to list your 

gear on our Facebook page. We have 1291 

members who are on the lookout for good 

used photography gear all the time. 

So, become a member of the Trading Post 

by going to the Facebook page, answer the 

three questions, and then I’ll approve your 

membership. 

Once you become a member, you can list 

all of your excess gear and put some jingle 

in your pockets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/qnedjQK8plA 

How to fix dull food photographs | 10 minute Photoshop tutorial 
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Free Club Webinars by Lisa Langell 

 

Lisa Langell, is a renowned photographer from 

Arizona. Lisa is offering free inter-active 

webinars on a variety of topics to Camera 

Clubs. Lisa was a presenter at the PSA Salt 

Lake City 2018 Conference. Her webinars have 

strong educational content and encourage 

audience participation via the chat box in real 

time. Your designated club leader will contact 

Lisa, and she or her assistant will work with 

your leader to schedule a topic and date for the 

webinar at a mutually agreeable time. To 

accommodate everyone, there may be instances 

where some clubs will be invited to join the 

webinar together if they share the same topic of 

interest. Use this link to view the free webinars 

available to clubs: 

https://www.langellphotography.comWebinars  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 Happy Easter 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26Club News 

Due to Editor 

27 28 29 30  

April 2021 
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3CT Member Clubs 

If you are not a member of any of the clubs listed 

below, sign up for a 3CT Individual  Lifetime 

Membership for $25.00 and be eligible to partici-

pate in all of 3CT’s even, contests and to receive 

the award-winning monthly newsletter. 

https://3ct.org/membership/individual-membership-

details/  

Brentwood Photography Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/BrentwoodPhotographyGroup/  

https://brentwoodphotographygroup.org/  

 

Camera Club Council of Tennessee: 

https://3ct.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

cameraclubcounciloftennessee/  

Instagram —  3ctorg 

Flickr -  https://www.flickr.com/groups/2960853@N25/ 

 

Camera Club of Oak Ridge: 

http://oakridgecameraclub.org/ 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubOR/ 

 

Clarksville Friends of Photography: 

https://www.facebook.com/clarksvillefop/  

 

Cookeville Camera Club: 

https://www.cookevillecameraclub.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/Cookeville-Camera-Club-

182373583284/  

Digital Lunch Bunch, Knoxville, TN: 

Email Larry Perry:   larryperry11@comcast.net 

 

Great Smoky Mountain Institute at Tremont: 

http://gsmit.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/GSMITremont/  
https://www.instagram.com/tremontinstitute> 

https://twitter.com/gsmitremont>.* 

https://smokieees.org/>*  

 

Huntsville Photographic Society: 

http://www.huntsvillephotographicsociety.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/HuntsvillePhotographicSociety/  

 

Jackson Photo Club: 

http://www.jacksonphotoclub.org/  

https://m.facebook.com/groups/155119344018  

 

Lawrenceburg Photographic Society: 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/365370508658  

  

Life Through The Lens Photo Club: 

Columbia, TN and Surrounding Area 

https://www.facebook.com/Life-Through-The-Lens-Photo-

Club-1047257345380299/  

 

LeConte Photographic Society: 

http://www.lecontephotographic.com/  

https://m.facebook.com/groups/150834268285095 

 

Memphis Camera Club: 

http://www.memphiscameraclub.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/MemphisCameraClub/  
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3CT Member Clubs 

Nashville Photography Club: 

https://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/nashvillephotographyclub/  

 

Northwest Tennessee Photography Club: 

http://nwtnphotoclub.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/

NorthwestTennesseePhotographyClub/  

 

Paris Photography Club: 

https://sites.google.com/view/paristnphoto/home  

https://m.facebook.com/groups/408318365955275  

 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga: 

http://chattanoogaphoto.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto/ 

 EMAIL: nfo@chattanoogaphoto.org 

 

Plateau Photography Club: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/325328404319724/  

https://www.flickr.com/groups/2700169@N25/ 

 

Southern Appalachian Nature  Photographers: 

http://sanp.net  

 

Twin Cities Photo Club 

https://www.facebook.com/TWIN-CITY-PHOTO-CLUB-

103987542210/ 

 

Virginia Highlands Camera Club: 

 

 

West Tennessee Photographers Guild: 

http://www.westtennesseephotographersguild.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

WestTennesseePhotographersGuild/  

 

West Tennessee Shutterbugs: 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/wtnshutterbugs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would love to get updates about your club 

events and infor-

mation about 

your next club 

meeting. 

Does your club 

sponsor an annu-

al event/contest? 

We will let the rest of the clubs and lifetime 

members know about your club’s local events 

and happenings. 

Email articles, updates, and photos to the 3CT 

Newsletter Editor: 

newslettereditor@3ct.org 
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Smoky Mountain Deer Farm  

and Exotic Petting Zoo 

 

 

478 Happy Hollow Lane  

Sevierville, TN 37876 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SmokyMountainDeerFarm/  

 

 

 

 

Murfree Spring Wetlands 

 

https://www.murfreesborotn.gov/187/Murfree-Spring-

Wetlands 

 

 

 

Ijams Nature Center 

 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g55138-

d146693-Reviews-Ijams_Nature_Center-

Knoxville_Tennessee.html 

 

 

Seven Islands State Birding Park 

https://tnstateparks.com/parks/seven-islands  

The diverse natural landscape of aquatic and  grassland habi-

tats makes Seven Islands State Birding Park a premier bird-

ing destination with more than 190 species of birds sighted.  

 

 

 
Cannonsburgh Village 

312 S Front St, Murfreesboro, TN 

 

http://www.murfreesborotn.gov/164/Cannonsburgh-Village 

 

Photo Opportunities and Locations in Tennessee 
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Renaissance Park 

100 Manufacturers Road 

Chattanooga, TN 37405  

 

https://www.chattanoogafun.com/listing/renaissance-

park/1133/ 

 

 

Stones River National Battlefield 

 

3501 Old Nashville Hwy 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 

https://www.nps.gov/stri/index.htm 

 

 

Cheekwood Estate and Gardens 

1200 Forrest Park Drive 

Nashville, TN 37205 

https://cheekwood.org/ 

 

 

 

Old Stone Fort State  Archaeological Park 

732 Stone Fort Drive 

Manchester, TN 37355 

 

https://tnstateparks.com/parks/old-stone-fort 

   

Tennessee Safari Park 

Open Year Round 

 

618 Conley Road 

Alamo, TN  38001 

https://www.tennesseesafaripark.com/ 

 

The Museum of Appalachia 
 

A living history museum — a pioneer mountain farm-village 

that lends voice to the people of Southern Appalachia through 

the artifacts and    stories they left behind. Founded in 1969 

by John Rice Irwin, the Museum is now a non-profit       or-

ganization, and a Smithsonian Affiliate museum. We offer 

self-guided tours, and are open every day of the week.    

Location: 2819 Andersonville Hwy. Clinton, TN 37716  

 

 http://www.museumofappalachia.org/  

 

 

Greenways for Nashville 

 

The 2019 Nashville Greenways Map is available. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/greenwaysfornashville/about/?

ref=page_internal  

https://greenwaysfornashville.org/  

Photo Opportunities and Locations in Tennessee 
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Rugby Colony 

 

A failed utopian experiment for British expats in the American 

South is now a Victorian village frozen in time.   

 

E.T. Wickham Sculpture Trail  

 

Less a sculpture park than a collection of cement passion pro-

jects, the sculpture work of E.T. Wickham that still dot some of 

the roads in Palmyra, Tennessee are a haunting reminder of one 

man’s devotion to his art, and the deterioration of a legacy.  

 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/et-wickham-sculpture-

Brushy Mountain State Penitentiary  

Petros, TN 

 

Founded in 1896, Brushy Mountain was a maximum-security pris-

on that housed criminals convicted of the most serious and violent 

crimes. The facility was shuttered in 2009 and the buildings have 

since fallen into disrepair, which only adds to its haunting nature.  

 

Photo Opportunities and Locations in Tennessee 

Shelby Farms Park 

Memphis, TN 

 

4,500 acres of green space, 40+ miles of trails and 20+ lakes 

managed by the nonprofit Shelby Farms Park Conservancy. 

Open sunrise to sunset, daily.  

Walker Branch Class II Natural-

Scientific State Natural Area 

 

A 225-acre natural area located three miles 

south of Savannah TN in Hardin County. 

 

https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/

na-natural-areas/natural-areas-west-region/west-

region/walker-branch.html  

Lichterman Nature Center in Mem-

phis, Tennessee 

 

Lichterman features exciting exhibits, native 

wildflowers and trees, and a tradition of excel-

lence in environmental education set in the midst 

of 65 acres of lake, meadow, and forest.  

https://www.memphismuseums.org/lichterman-

nature-center/  

Ocoee Whitewater Center 

 

The Ocoee Whitewater Center, near Ducktown, 

Tennessee, United States, was the canoe slalom 

venue for the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, 

and is the only in-river course to be used for    

Olympic slalom competition.Wikipedia  

Address:  

4400 US-64, Copperhill, TN 37317  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/generalinfo/cherokee/

recreation/generalinfo/?

groupid=71012&recid=35096  
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Opened October 22, 2016, Big River Crossing is 

the longest public pedestrian/bike bridge across the 

Mississippi River, providing dramatic views of its 

ever-changing landscape. By connecting Main 

Streets in Memphis and West Memphis, the BRX 

ties together urban, rural, and natural areas and 

gives users recreation options unique to each 

setting. The nightly Mighty Lights LED display 

accentuates this iconic structure and will become 

one of the largest light implementations in the 

country with the addition of the Hernando de Soto 

Bridge on October 27, 2018.  

http://www.bigrivercrossing.com/home  

 
Wedding Photography: My 10 Favorite Easy Wedding Poses 

John Branch IV Photography 

https://youtu.be/05yD_ojiSw8 



 26 

 

Upcoming Events 

Chihuly at Cheekwood—Nashville 
 
Happenings Archive - Cheekwood Estate & Gardens | Nash-
ville, Tennessee  

 
March 6 - April 11, 2021 Cheekwood in Bloom.  
There’s no place more beautiful than Cheekwood in 
the spring as more than 150,000 blooming bulbs spill 
from our gardens creating a color experience you 
won’t forget. 
Many other activities, such as a native plant sale and 
exhibit called “In a New Light: American Impression-
ism 1870 - 1940.  
Special Easter activity for children, April 2 and 3. 

Please note that all events are subject to change.   

Please visit the event link  

provided below to verify date and time. 

Sandhill Cranes at Hiwassee Wildlife 
Refuge Area 
 

 

The Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge Area has the largest 
winter gatherings of the Sandhill Cranes in the 
southeast. In addition to Sandhill Cranes you may 
see some other birds of interest from eagles, herons, 
whooping crane, ducks, pelicans, bluebirds, swan, 
or just the Sandhill Cranes.  

The Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge is 6,000 acres (2,500 
acres land and 3,500 acres water [Hiwassee River]) 
located on Chickamauga Lake at the confluence of the 
Hiwassee River with the Tennessee River. 

Beginning at Hwy 60 (over the Tennessee River, about 
river mile 499.5), the refuge stretches to around river 
mile 505 at Armstrong Bend and from the mouth of 
the Hiwassee River upstream to Hwy 58 at Agency 
Creek (about river mile 7.4). Included is Hiwassee Is-
land (400 acres). 

Most of the refuge is farmed by TWRA personnel. 
The remaining 70% of the land area (1,750 acres) is a 
wooded mix, mainly of pine and hardwood forest. A 
wildlife Observation Platform is open year-round to 
visitors. 

Directions: On I-75, take exit number 25 in Cleve-
land, Tennessee. Travel north on Highway 60 through 
the town of Birchwood. Approximately 1.7 miles 
north of Birchwood, turn right on Shadden Road.  Go 
one mile and turn right on Blythe Ferry Road. Take the 
next left on Priddy Lane and follow signs. 

Tennessee State Parks—All Events 
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Let us Hear From You! 

Have suggestions?  Drop us a line! 

Email articles, updates, and photos to the 3CT 

Newsletter Editor:   

newslettereditor@3ct.org 

https://3ct.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

cameraclubcounciloftennessee/  

https://www.instagram.com/3ctorg 

 

www.psa-photo.org/ 

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?psa-

calendars  

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/174014289374833/  

If you have an interest in having an online presentation for 

your camera club members, please don’t hesitate to reach out 

to me to discuss your needs. I can be reached by email at 

joereardonphotography@gmail.com  and at http://

www.joereardonphotography.com/ 

The Camera Club Council of Tennes-

see is proud to be an active member 

of the Photographic Society of Ameri-

ca (PSA). Click here to learn more 

about PSA and the advantages of       

being an individual member or a club 

member of PSA. 

  

Reelfoot Lake 

Photo by Kay Crick 

  


