
L ori Kincaid, at left, special-

izes in outdoor photography 

of the Southern Appalachians. 

She grew up in the backwoods of 

Eastern Tennessee and currently 

lives in Hot Springs, NC. Lori 

worked for 20 years as an envi-

ronmental engineer, preserving, 

protecting, and trying to right en-

vironmental wrongs. Her former 

work as associate director of a 

university environmental re-

search center, and her current 

role as a maker of native plant 

medicines, requires her meticu-

lous chronicling of natural land-

scapes and flora in both documen-

tary and expressive styles. Lori’s 

photography has been exhibited 

at the Smithsonian National Mu-

seum of Natural History in Wash-

ington D.C., and featured in Na-

ture’s Best Photography magazine. Her photography has been published in 

books, magazines, calendars, and brochures, including Sierra Club Calendars 

and National Geographic. You may view her amazing photography at  

www.kincaidphoto.com/contact.html. 

 

Steve Copen, shown below in Ari-

zona, was born in New York and 

raised in Tupelo, Mississippi. Ma-

joring in fine and graphic art from 

the University of Memphis, his 

enthusiasm and skill at photogra-

phy has grown over the years. 
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President’s Message                                     
by Sue Milligan, 3CT President 

 
http://3ct.org/ 

3CT Governing Board 
 

President: Sue Milligan 
 

Vice President: Ron Plasencia 
 

Secretary: Pat Gordy 
 

Treasurer: Les Milligan 
 

Web Master/Editor: 
Ron Plasencia/Titus Bartos 
 

Membership Director: 
Randy Harris for Jim Bruner 
 

Publicity Director: Position cur-
rently open 
 

Activities Director: Dee Murphy 
 

Education Director: Jeff Roush 
 

Member Clubs 
 

Brentwood Photography Group 
 
Cookeville Camera Club 
 

Fayetteville Photo Club 
 
Great Smoky Mountains  
     Institute at Tremont 
  
Jackson Photo Club 
 

LeConte Photographic Society 
 

Memphis Camera Club 
 

Nashville Photography Club 
 

Photographic Society of  
   Chattanooga 
 

Photographic Society of East 
Tennessee 
 

Southern Appalachian Nature  
   Photographers 

 

The Camera Club Council of Tennessee is proud to be     

an active member of the Photographic Society of Amer-

ica (PSA). Click here to learn more about PSA and the 

advantages of being an individual member or a club 

member of PSA. 

 First, I would 

like to welcome 

the Brentwood 

Photo Group to 

the Camera 

Club Council of 

Tennessee! 

Their involve-

ment will be a 

great asset to 

3CT. This 

brings our membership up to a to-

tal of eleven groups spanning the 

state from East to West. There are 

still many photography clubs and 

organizations out there that, hope-

fully, will consider becoming a part 

of this growing organization. Any 

group interested in getting involved 

can go to the Membership Info page 

at www.3ct.org. If you need more 

information, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me at president@3ct.org. 

 

3CT’s first Interclub Photo Contest 

closed for submissions April 30, 

ending up with submissions from 

eight of the eleven clubs involved.  

Thirty-three individuals entered a 

total of 129 amazing photographs.  

I have to admit I was more than a 

bit nervous for the first seven 

weeks the competition was open for 

submissions. More than 2/3rds of 

the entries came in during the 

eighth week. Thanks to everyone 

who did come through!  The entries 

are wonderful representations of 

this beautiful state and are works 

that all of the entrants can be 

proud of. I am certainly glad I don’t 

have to judge them. The photos and 

results of the competition should be 

available for all to see by June 1. 

 

Speaking of Judges - I am really 

excited about the talented individu-

als that will be judging 3CT’s 

“National and State Park” contest.  

I want to sincerely thank Lori Kin-

caid, Steve Copen, and Mark 

Gilliland, all of whom accepted the 

challenge without hesitation. All 

three came highly recommended, 

and as I browsed through their pro-

fessional and camera club website 

galleries, I knew we would be lucky 

to get them. You will find bios on all 

three in this newsletter.  Be sure to 

check out their galleries. They are a 

feast for sore eyes. 

 

As we move into the lazy days of 

summer, let’s not lose sight of our 

first year goals. There is still much 

work to be done, including making 

plans for a Fall Interclub Field 

Trip, expanding our website, and 

starting to plan for a workshop 

sometime next year. 

 

Last but not least, thanks to Pat 

Gordy for putting together these 

incredible newsletters. She has en-

tered the April issue in PSA’s 

yearly Newsletter Contest. In my 

book it’s a winner. Let’s hope the 

PSA judges agree. Good luck Pat! 

Best wishes to all. 

http://3ct.org/?page_id=346
http://psa-photo.org/
http://www.3ct.org
mailto:president@3ct.org
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will be covered and there will be 

funds left over to cover at least the 

next project. 3CT’s first Interclub 

Photo Contest was not the smash-

ing success we hoped it would be 

but it has left our head above wa-

ter and given us a bit of breathing 

room that we didn’t have before. 

 

Currently 3CT is in what I call, 

the “one step at a time phase”. 

There is a long list of things to    

be done and we are checking them 

off one at a time. This is not an 

unusual situation for a new 

group. What we have to decide is 

if this is how we mean to go on. A 

“pay as you go” policy might prove 

adequate for a small club but it 

will prove to be a constant prob-

lem for a larger organization. We 

need to start thinking about a  

realistic plan on ways to establish 

a sound financial base. We need  

F rom a Treasurer’s perspec-

tive, a new organization is 

quite a challenge. It invariably 

starts out in debt to the founders. 

Membership dues, often deliber-

ately kept low to encourage par-

ticipation, dribble in slowly, and 

are quickly devoured by very basic 

operating expenses and debts. It 

is important to jump right in, of-

fering as many of the services the 

organization has promised to pro-

vide to its members as possible. 

But you have to pick and choose 

carefully where you can get the 

best bang for limited bucks. In 

3CT’s case it was the First Inter-

club Field Trip to the Smokies. 

 

A fund raiser of some sort is usu-

ally the next step but we all know 

that you have to spend money to 

make it. Hopefully, in the long 

run, all the unavoidable expenses 

to plan for the future solvency of 

the organization. 

In my opinion, our future depends 

on two very important factors: in-

creasing membership, and getting 

more of the members engaged in 

providing the social, educational 

and competitive services that we 

have promised our members. If 

we can accomplish the later, in-

creasing 3CT’s membership will 

follow naturally. 

 

There are other ways to start in-

creasing 3CT’s reserve funds: in-

ternational exhibitions, offering 

courses and lectures, projected 

image shows, just to name a few, 

but they all require people willing 

to put the hard work and time in, 

so it all comes back to member-

ship and membership involve-

ment. I recommend that everyone 

who wants to see this organiza-

tion succeed concentrate on those. 

From the Board: Les Milligan, 3CT Treasurer 

S outhern Appalachian Nature Photographers (SANP) is a non-profit educational organization dedicated 

to photography of the natural environment. Its motto is "Sharing the Awareness of Nature thru Photog-

raphy." Founded in 1991, SANP's home base is the Knoxville, TN, area, which abounds in superb nature 

photo opportunities. The club is near the Appalachian Mountains, the Smokies, and the lakes, streams and 

pastoral valleys of East Tennessee. 

SANP has nine meetings a year. These are held the last Tuesday of the month. No meetings are held in De-

cember ,or in June and July. The meetings feature highly skilled nature photographers from the region as 

well as nationally known artists from across the country. In addition, it has numerous field trips and semi-

nars, which are free to its more than 150 members. SANP’s annual Salon is in February during which they 

display the entries and award hundreds of dollars in merchandise to the winners. 

In addition, SANP has a Yahoo group where its members can share photos and ask for advice on photography. 

Kendall Chiles is the club’s current president. Membership fees are: Single, $25; Family, $35; Student, $12.50; 

Non-resident single, $12.50; and Non-resident family, $17.50. Membership info may be found at http://

www.sanp.net/joining.html.  Meeting location is the Goins Auditorium at Pellissippi State Technical Commu-

nity College, and the meeting time is 6:30 p.m. for the social, and 7:00 p.m. for the program. 

Featured Club:  
Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers 

http://www.sanp.net/joining.html
http://www.sanp.net/joining.html


Meet the Judges...continued from Page 1 

An award winning photographer, Steve enjoys all types of subject matter for his photography from por-

traits, to nature, to creative artistic depictions. Steve is now president of the Memphis Camera Club. He 

owns Copen Sportswear, a big-sized clothing company based in Tupelo. View some of Steve's wonderful 

photographs in his member gallery at www.memphiscameraclub.org. 

 

Mark Gilliland, a photographer for over 25 years, is a graduate of 

the Southeast Center for Photographic Studies in Daytona Beach, 

FL. Currently he is a contract photographer to The Chattanooga 

Times Free Press in Chattanooga, TN, where his assignments in-

cludes food, fashion, and portraits. In addition, Mark has also cov-

ered sporting events, including the I AA Football Championship 

and the Southern Conference Basketball Tournament, and he is a 

stringer 

for the 

Associ-

ated 

Press. 

Mark’s 

work is 

repre-

sented by 

The Gal-

lery in 

Red 

Bank, 

TN, and 

he also has work in the permanent collection 

of the Booth Western Museum in Cartersville, 

GA. His work has appeared in newspapers, 

magazines, and internet sites that include 

USA Today, MSNBC, and Animal Planet. 

Mark has won awards from Nikon, the Associ-

ated Press, and the Tennessee Professional 

Photographers Association, as well as local, 

regional, and magazine contests. His most re-

cent awards include being a Merit Award win-

ner in the 2010 Color Magazine Single Image 

and the 2012 B&W Magazine Single Image 

Contest having images selected for the physi-

cal and online galleries, and also upcoming 

books from the ROHO Gallery in Cincinnati. 

Twelve images of his Shadow Riders Project 

were also part of a recent show at the Desert 

Caballeros Western Museum in Wickenburg, 

AZ. Be sure to check out more of his wonderful  

photographs at markgillilandonline.com 
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“Prayer” above is by Mark Gilliland. 

http://www.memphiscameraclub.org
http://markgillilandonline.com


 

The photograph at above is by Lori Kinkaid. It was taken in Nantahala 

National Forest, NC., showing a wilderness trail leading through a  

natural garden to the rising sun. 
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Steve Copen’s “Blue Fisherman’s Cabins” was shot at Fall Creek Falls. 

Nashville Photography Club - 

May 15, Brannon Segroves, speaker, 

is a third generation professional 

photographer from Georgia. He 

graduated from The Portfolio Center 

in 1998 and then assisted photogra-

phers in Atlanta for three years. In 

2001, he moved to Nashville with his 

wife, Ashley and opened their studio. 

He creates photographs using light, 

motion, and "psychedelic" use of 

color. His clients range from musi-

cians  to studio products. Meetings 

are at Drury’s, 701 Ewing Avenue, 

Nashville, 6 p.m. - Social; 7 p.m. -  

Meeting; 8 p.m. - Program. 

 

Photographic Society of Chatta-

nooga - May 17, Larry Perry will be 

the presenter and his program will 

include such topics as Pro Show 

Gold, Photoshop®, and Green 

Screen. Meetings are at St. John 

United Methodist Church, 3921 

Murray Hills Drive, Chattanooga; 

program begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The LeConte Photographic Soci-

ety’s June programs - June 16, 

Harold Stinnett, Pro, will present a 

program about his own photography, 

and June 30, Colby McLemore will 

give an instructional program on 

Lightroom® 4. Meetings are at the 

King Library, 408 High Street, 

Sevierville, at 6:30 p.m. 

Events of 3CT Member Clubs 

If your club is a club member of 3CT and you want your club’s 

event (special speaker, seminar, etc.) posted in 3CT in Focus, 

please send the information to Pat Gordy at secretary@3ct.org.  

Members of 3CT member clubs 

are invited to submit educa-

tional articles on photography, 

book reviews, photography tips, 

etc. to the editor, Pat Gordy, for 

publication in 3CT in Focus. Just 

send them to secretary@3ct.org. 

Request from Editor 

mailto:secretary@3ct.org
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Intro to the writer: 

Residing in Nashville, Christian  Sperka partnered in 2010, with the Nashville Zoo to offer photography classes and 

private photography lessons for all skill levels. Since then he has instructed over 350 people in his motion photogra-

phy method. Recently he accepted a position as Photography Specialist Guide and Resident Wildlife Photographer at 

Thanda Private Game Reserve in South Africa. 
 

Quite a few people have asked me in the past about my secrets for 

wildlife photography. There are no secrets just some basic rules. If 

you have an eye to capture a scene and if you adhere to these 

rules, you will create some great pictures. 

 

Rule Number 1 

Have patience! 

 

It does not matter if you shoot in the wild, in a zoo or just your 

pets. You need patience. Spend a lot of time with an animal and 

you will see amazing things. I often spend hours in front of one 

exhibit at a zoo or an animal in the wild. 

 

Rule Number 2 

Shoot a lot – Waste space! 

 

Give up your old “film” habits and shoot a lot. I often take dozens of pictures of one scene. Like humans ani-

mals have “good” and “bad” expressions and postures. Shooting a lot and selecting the right image later on 

your computer will get you there. In a four hour game drive I will sometimes shoot 500 images. Don't worry 

about all the “bad” pictures you take, the good ones will 

make up for it! 

 

Rule Number 3 

Set your camera to a standard! 

 

Animal photography is motion photography. Being ready 

is very important. Wild animals are not posing for you. So 

set your camera to standard settings (see below) and re-

turn to these settings if you had to alter them for a spe-

cific situation. The settings below work for me. 

 

Shooting mode: Aperture Control AV (P for flash use) 

Image recording quality: JPG best quality (or RAW) 

White balance: Shade (outdoors) – AWB (indoors) 

ISO: 400 (good weather) – 1600 (bad weather and indoors) 

Metering mode: Center weighted 

Drive mode: Single shooting 

AF mode: One shot (AI Servo if object is moving towards you or away from you) 

AF points: Center point only 

 

Education Corner: Motion Photography - Nine Basic Rules of 

Wildlife Photography 
by Christian Sperka 

Continued on Page 5 

http://nashvillezoo.org
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Rule Number 6 

Higher ISO – a friend? 

 

With animals you need short ex-

posure times. I very rarely use a 

tripod, sometimes a monopod. 

Most of the time I shoot without 

any support with fairly long 

lenses (300-500mm) – animals 

move - so we need to as well! 

Short exposure times are crucial. 

With full aperture set, I am not 

afraid of using higher 

ISO (1600 or even 

above). Especially in 

decent light conditions 

the results with mod-

ern digital SLRs are 

not bad. Better to have 

an image with a little 

more noise than a pic-

ture out of focus. 

 

Rule Number 7 

Get down there! 

 

If you want tension in your pic-

tures you need to get on eye 

level of your subject or even be-

low. I find myself often laying 

flat on the floor when shooting 

in zoos. Many exhibits are be-

low the observer. Good for ob-

serving, bad for photography! 

 

Rule Number 4 

Keep the eyes in focus! 

 

Make sure the eyes of the ani-

mals are sharp and in focus. 

With using “center point fo-

cus” you are in control of the 

focus, not your camera. Make 

sure the eyes are in the center 

of your picture (and therefore 

in focus). Leave a bit of extra 

room around your major ob-

ject. You can crop the image 

on the computer. An animal is not 

a cathedral – the time for compo-

sition is mostly measured in sec-

onds, not minutes or hours. 

 

Rule Number 5 

Learn how to over- and under-

expose with your camera! 

 

Your camera is smart, but not 

smart enough. Once you have 

your standard settings only con-

centrate on one adjustment while 

you are shooting. If the object you 

are interested in is much darker 

than the surrounding you have to 

over-expose. If the object is much 

lighter, you will need to under-

expose. This takes training; so get 

out there, make some exposure 

mistakes and learn from them. 

 

Rule Number 8 

Avoid flash – use a torch! 

 

I do not like flash pictures. They 

are mostly flat and have no 

depth. In wildlife photography 

you have seldom the time for 

good flash setup (with multiple 

flashes). I’d rather use higher 

ISO and try my luck without a 

flash. A standard, handheld 

torch can help producing a glint 

in the eye of an animal and 

lighten up a dark corner. 

 

Rule Number 9 

Eliminate fences 

 

When you deal with a fence be-

tween you and your subject get as 

close to the fence as possible with-

out touching it (legal moves only, 

please J). Extend your zoom to the 

largest tele setting and open the 

aperture full. The ideal situation 

is for your subject to be in the 

middle between the front fence 

and back fence. Shoot through 

shaded parts of the fence. With 

this setup the fence should disap-

pear. 
 

I hope these rules will help you 

to achieve good animal pictures. 

And remember, shoot a lot and 

have patience!  

Education Corner...continued 
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L es Milligan 

has been in-

terested in pho-

tography for 

many years, and 

he has found it to 

be a great hobby. 

As a member of 

the St. Louis 

Camera Club for 

several years, 

Les began to realize how much 

he needed to learn about photog-

raphy. After working for  Trans 

World Airlines for 38 years, he 

and wife, Sue, returned to Ten-

nessee where Les grew up and 

where they plan to live the rest 

of their lives. 

 

Les states, "I have lived in Ohio, 

New Jersey, Missouri, and Dhah-

ran, Saudi Arabia, but no place 

as beautiful as Tennessee. My 

hobbies other than photography 

include hiking, woodworking and 

winemaking." 

 

Since 1995, they have been ac-

tive members of the Cookeville 

Camera Club (CCC) where both 

have held every position up to 

and including president. Over 

the years, CCC has 

grown from 13 mem-

bers to almost 100, 

and it is  a club mem-

ber of both, the Pho-

tographic Society of 

America (PSA) and 

the Camera Club 

Council of Tennessee 

(3CT). 

 

"I have found that local 

camera clubs are a great 

place to learn how to im-

prove your photography 

and help others along the 

way," says Les. He has 

also discovered that the 

PSA Study Groups are an 

excellent way to find out 

what others honestly feel 

about his  images, and 

that has been very helpful. 

 

Les has completed Jon Fish-

back’s Image Analysis Course 

through PSA, and he recom-

mends it to everyone who wishes 

to improve his/her ability to 

judge and critique images - even 

their own. In addition, Les has 

served as a judge for CCC for 

many years, PSA’s small club 

websites, and for a CPID Inter-

club Creative Contest. 

Since Les has always been inter-

ested in the weather - probably 

because of his airline background 

- he serves as a member of Co-

CoRAHs, (Community   Collabo-

rative Rain, Hail &  Snow Net-

work) for the University of Colo-

rado, along with over 6900 

volunteers. He has 

reported the daily 

amount of precipita-

tion at his location 

for more than six 

years now. 

 

Currently Les serves 

as PSA-CPID-

Director-Study 

Groups, and also as 

Secretary and Com-

mentator for several groups. He 

was elected Treasurer of the 

Camera Club Council of Tennes-

see in October, 2011, and as 

such, also serves on its Board    

of Directors.  

 

Les adds, "I am proud to be a 

Tennessean and look forward to 

the success of this very impor-

tant organization." 

3CT Board Member Feature: Les Milligan, Treasurer 
 

I want to give you titles on two books I highly recommend toward being a pro-

fessional photographer. One is a yearly issue of Photographer's Market, 

published by the Reader's Digest Books (also available at library reference sec-

tion). One issue could be good for years and will give you many sources for your 

photos. ALWAYS make a contact first. Do not send your work anywhere until 

you have assurance the publisher is interested and follow their guidelines 

carefully. 

The second book I recommend is for selling an image to a client. PRICING PHOTOGRAPHY, The Complete 

Book Suggestions by Dee Murphy 

“"I have found 

that local camera 

clubs are a great 

place to learn 

how to improve 

your 

photography and 

help others along 

the way." 



On June 23, Eddie Tapp, an authority on digital imaging workflows, color management, and Photoshop, will 

present "Crafting Digital" as the PSC Annual Seminar. This seminar is designed to help you improve your 

digital workflow at any level, beginner, intermediate or. Don't miss this rare opportunity!  The baseline pres-

entation will highlight what one needs to implement, learn, or know about crafting photographic workflow 

skills, including tips for an efficient workflow setup & Color Management settings for Lightroom®, Photo-

shop®, and image processing directives. Eddie says, "This presentation will clarify why you should set work-

flow a certain way, and it will empower you to set objectives to reach the next level of your workflow."   
 

Learn the difference between Parametric, Smart Object, and Pixel processing techniques that will change the 

way you work and save you valuable time while enjoying the highest possible quality from your image files. 

Eddie will share classic techniques along with exciting new techniques. The attendee will also have the oppor-

tunity to learn Digital Imaging Rescue Techniques (Photoshop DIRT), and Eddie will share his powerful, yet 

easy-to-follow techniques to help you with your most troublesome images. Image Rescue is for problem files 

from RAW, JPEG, scans, and even solutions for image restoration. This session will cover valuable editing 

methods that you can use right away to rescue color, exposure, and rebuild techniques that work. Rescue tech-

niques are specific to Adobe Photoshop®. The cost of the seminar is $15 for PSC members, and $30 for non-

PSC members. Everyone must pre-register; may do so online at http://chattanoogaphoto.org/eddie/ or use the 

form below. The registration deadline is June 16 - after June 16, there is an additional $5 late fee. 

Canon Explorer of Light Eddie Tapp to Present in Chattanooga 
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