
On March 31, members from several clubs belonging to 3CT came to-

gether for the first 3CT Interclub Field Trip. This one was held in four 

different areas of the Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park, 

and it was hosted by the LeConte 

Photographic Society. Thanks 

goes to Dee Murphy and her club 

members who provided snacks for 

Friday evening and led the field 

trips, and to Ron Plasencia, of the 

Photographic Society of East Ten-

nessee, who led the Roaring Fork 

group when the original leader 

could not be there.  

 

The weather and wildflower conditions could not have been better! 

There are more photos of the field trip on Pages 7-10. Thanks to all par-

ticipants who contributed the photos! 

Interclub Field Trip for 3CT 
Was Successful Event 

3CT Photo Contest Deadline Nears 

T he deadline (April 30) for en-

tering the first 3CT interclub 

photography contest, is quickly ap-

proaching. The contest is the first 

fundraising event for 3CT. With the 

theme of “National and State Parks 

of Tennessee,” the contest is open 

for entries from members of 3CT 

member clubs. The contest is lim-

ited to digital entries only, and the 

fee is $10 for up to  4 images. To 

submit your images, go to 

http://3ct.org/contest/, read the     

instructions, submit, and pay 

through PayPal. 

  

By submitting images to this com-

petition, the maker agrees to allow 

3CT to use them on the 3CT web-

site (http://3ct.org/) or other club 

media, to recognize not only the 

contest winners but also to illus-

trate the beautiful photo ops that 

Tennessee has to offer. Also, the 

winning  images may be used for 

3CT’s entries to PSA’s Council’s 

Challenge. 

  

Surely each person that partici-

pated in the interclub field trip has 

something to enter into the contest 

from the Smokies. Your entries can 

be from any state park as well.  So 

make a good showing for your club 
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Mingus Mill photographed by Kenneth Jones on 

the field trip to Newfound Gap. 

http://3ct.org/contest/
http://3ct.org/contest/
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C urrently I am in the process 

of editing all my photos from 

the Camera Club Council of    

Tennessee’s first interclub field 

trip in the beautiful Smoky Moun-

tains. They are, and will always 

be, a pleasant reminder of a    

great weekend.  

 

The LeConte Photographic Soci-

ety did a fantastic job planning 

the event, making sure the atten-

dees had everything they needed, 

and guiding the tours. They have 

set a high standard for future field 

trips. The feedback we have re-

ceived so far has been great.  

 

Now it is time to start thinking 

about another adventure; perhaps 

a field trip this fall, somewhere in 

central Tennessee. What club will 

be the next host? 

 

Ron Plasencia, 3CT Vice Presi-

dent, has set up a gallery to show-

case the photos taken by atten-

dees of the field trip. Do take time 

to check it out at www.3ct.org  All 

you have to  do is click on the 

Field Trip Box on the Home Page 

to open the  gallery. 

 

Hopefully 3CT’s First Interclub 

Photo Contest “National and 

State Parks of Tennessee” will be 

equally suc-

cessful. En-

tries have 

been slow so 

far, but they 

should start 

pouring in as 

the deadline 

of April 30, 

approaches. I 

encourage 

everyone to enter. It will be a 

great opportunity to show off your 

photographs of this beautiful state 

on the 3CT Website. 

 

Slowly, but surely, 3CT’s first 

year goals are being met. There is 

still much to be done but I am  

confident that this new organiza-

tion is off to a good start. I invite 

anyone who would like to get     

involved on one of our committees, 

be it Activities, Publicity, Educa-

tion, or Membership, to contact 

me at president@3ct.org.  Camera 

Club Councils are unique because 

they represent clubs spread out 

over the state and in some cases 

several states. They need a         

diverse team of active members  

to get the feedback necessary for 

success. Please consider being 

part of the team! 

 

Have a great spring, or should I 

say a great early summer?! 

President’s Message                                     
by Sue Milligan, 3CT President 

 

http://3ct.org/ 

3CT Governing Board 
 
President: Sue Milligan 
 

Vice President: Ron Plasencia 
 

Secretary & Editor: Pat Gordy 
 

Treasurer: Les Milligan 
 

Web Master/Editor: 
Ron Plasencia/Titus Bartos 
 

Membership Director: 
Randy Harris for Jim Bruner 
 

Publicity Director: Position cur-
rently open 
 

Activities Director: Dee Murphy 
 

Education Director: Jeff Roush 
 

Member Clubs 
 

Cookeville Camera Club 
 

Fayetteville Photo Club 
 

Jackson Photo Club 
 

LeConte Photographic Society 
 

Memphis Camera Club 
 

Nashville Photography Club 
 

Photographic Society of  
   Chattanooga 
 

Photographic Society of East 
Tennessee 
 

Southern Appalachian Nature  
   Photographers 
 

Great Smoky Mountains              
Institute at Tremont 

 

The Camera Club Council of Tennessee is proud to be 

an active member of the Photographic Society of  

America (PSA). Click here to learn more about PSA 

and the advantages of being an individual member    

or a club member of PSA. 

http://www.3ct.org
mailto:president@3ct.org
http://3ct.org/?page_id=346
http://psa-photo.org/
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Ron also began teaching photogra-

phy classes at the Rose Center 

and Council for the Arts in Mor-

ristown at the same time. 

 

Ron has become a popular guest 

speaker and competition judge for 

clubs in East Tennessee. He also 

has been involved as a class 

teacher at Pigeon Forge’s annual 

Wilderness Wildlife Weekend for 

the past five years. 

 

 In 2008, he began working on an 

idea of an organization that would 

coordinate activities and share in-

formation between photography 

clubs throughout the state of Ten-

nessee. He outlined a mis-

sion statement, came up 

with the name “Camera 

Club Council of Tennes-

see,” registered a website 

(www.3ct.org), and com-

missioned a logo to be cre-

ated. Sharing this infor-

mation with Pat Gordy, a 

Region Director for PSA, 

she put him in touch with 

Sue Milligan of Monterey. To-

gether, they began to recruit other 

visionary photographers to build a 

working board that met in Nash-

ville on October 1, 2011 and 

launched a campaign to build 

membership and plan activities. 

 

Now, semi-retired, Ron is more 

active than ever in his photo-

graphic pursuits. He is available 

for judging, workshops, and teach-

ing. He can be contacted directly 

via email: ron@1man1camera.com. 

the two years of his tenure, the 

club nearly doubled in size. It was 

during this time that he met 

Berenice Abbott, a well-known 

photographer and native of 

Springfield. He was 

privileged to spend 

several days with her 

during her visit to her 

home town in 1981. 

He states that “Ms. 

Abbott was most gen-

erous with her time 

and talked of her pas-

sion for the urban 

landscape and how 

she envisioned her images in her 

mind before she clicked the shut-

ter.” Her influence helped create a 

new interest in architectural     

imagery for Ron. 

 

Moving to Morristown, TN, in 

1983, Ron brought his passion for 

photography with him and the 

beauty of East Tennessee offered 

all the opportunities he needed to 

express himself photographically. 

In 2006, he, with a few friends 

founded the Photographic Society 

of East Tennessee (www.pset.org). 

R on Plasencia comes to us 

from Clark County, Ohio 

where he worked on the farm, 

hunted, trapped, and went to 

school. His father, an airplane 

mechanic at Wright Patterson 

Air Force Base, was a photogra-

phy hobbyist. Ron still has slides 

taken by his father, who died un-

expectedly when Ron was 15. 

 

It wasn’t until late in his college 

years at Wright State University 

in Dayton, Ohio, that Ron began 

to explore the passion for photog-

raphy that his father had. On rec-

ommendation from a friend, 

Robert Eby, his first camera was a 

Yashica twin-lens, medium 

square format camera with a 

waist-level viewfinder. His friend 

gave him a Gossen handheld light 

meter and began teaching him 

how to use both. 

 

Ron also began his darkroom 

training under Robert’s guidance 

and soon built his own darkroom 

to process his black & white nega-

tives and prints. As his skills and 

desire grew, he traded his   Ya-

shica for a Mamiya C220, another 

medium format camera. He soon 

moved on to a Bronica and then 

finally to a Mamiya 645 (6cm X 

4.5cm), which he still uses today. 

 

Along the way, he became a mem-

ber of the Springfield (Ohio) Pho-

tographic Society where club and 

inter-club photo competitions con-

tinued to hone and sharpen his 

photographic skills. He became 

president of the SPS and during 

3CT Board Member Feature:  
Ron Plasencia – Vice President 

“Ms. Abbott was most 

generous with her time and 

talked of her passion for 

the urban landscape and 

how she envisioned her 

images in her mind before 

she clicked the shutter.”  

http://www.3ct.org
mailto:ron@1man1camera.com
http://www.pset.org
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Upcoming 3CT Member Club Special Events 

which participants will cover ma-

terial and skills that most people 

receive in a semester-long class. 

When looking over the details at 

http://www.gsmit.org/ancpbirds.html, 

remember that the cost includes 

lodging and meals.  

*** 

The Photographic Society of 

Chattanooga (PSC) is joining 

forces with Canon and Chatta-

nooga State Community College 

to have Eddie Tapp do a work-

shop on digital photography – 

especially digital workflows on 

June 23, 9 AM – 4 PM. The 

cost is $30 for non-PSC mem-

bers, plus $10 for lunch if you 

want to purchase it. Registra-

tion may be done online at 

http://chattanoogaphoto.org/

eddie/ and June 4, is the dead-

line. There is also a printable  

The Great Smoky Mountains 

Institute at Tremont offers a 

"Birds of the Smokies" class, 

May 4-6.  Learning more about 

birds may make you a better bird 

photographer, and what could be 

better than a weekend of bird 

watching! Discover the many bird 

species of the Southern Appala-

chian Mountains while focus will 

be on their specific adaptations 

and distributions in Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park. Em-

phasis will be given to general 

natural history of each species,  

including but not limited to:      

distribution, associations, repro-

duction, vocalizations, status,  

conservation, research methods, 

etc. Fieldtrips will take students 

to a variety of habitats, from low 

elevations to high, in search of 

these remarkable creatures. This 

is an intense weekend during  

registration form online that can 

be mailed to PSC with a check. 

To find out more about Eddie 

Tapp, go to his website:  

http://eddietapp.com/blog/       
 

*** 
 

The Jackson Photography 

Club will be offering a Basic Pho-

tography Class at 5:30 PM on 

Tuesday, August 9, 2011. The 

class will be held in the Harvey 

Auditorium in the Harvey Audito-

rium in the Barefoot Student Un-

ion Building of the Union Univer-

sity campus. The cost will be $20, 

payable at the start of class. The 

class will cover basic composition,   

adjusting camera settings, and 

how  to choose a camera. Sign up 

at: http://www.jacksonphotoclub.org/. 

T he 2012 Photographic Society of America Conference in San Fran-

cisco, September 16-22, consists of tours, classes, programs, work-

shops, photo exhibits, featured speakers and vendors. The featured 

speakers this year will be: Wednesday, a 3D Division special program; 

Thursday, Stephen Johnson, Canon Explorer of Light; Friday after-

noon, Julieanne Kost, Adobe Systems; Friday, Colleen Miniuk-Sperry 

sponsored by Hunt’s Photo & Video; and Saturday afternoon Robert Hughes sponsored by Tamron. 

 

The conference photo tours in and around the San Francisco area are planned for Sunday - Tuesday, Septem-

ber 16-18.  A detailed description of the conference tours is on the Conference Tours page. 

 

Conference registrants may take classes from September 16-18 for an additional fee. The five classes are: 1) a 

new two-day (Sunday-Monday mornings) Intermediate to Advanced Creative Photoshop Elements® 10.0; 2) a 

new two-day workshop (Sunday-Monday afternoons) Judging – Beyond the Rule; 3) a totally new three-day 

Advanced Photoshop class (Sunday-Monday-Tuesday mornings); 4) a three-day Adobe Lightroom® class 

(Sunday-Tuesday afternoons); and, 5) a two-day High Dynamic Range (HDR) class will be Monday and Tues-

day afternoons. A detailed description is on the Conference Classes page. 

2012 PSA Conference in San Francisco 

Continued on Page 5 

http://www.gsmit.org/ancpbirds.html
http://chattanoogaphoto.org/eddie/
http://chattanoogaphoto.org/eddie/
http://eddietapp.com/blog/
http://www.jacksonphotoclub.org/
http://www.psa-photo.org/conference/photo-tours-2/
http://www.psa-photo.org/conference/classes1/
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O n Friday evening, March 30, I was thrilled to see the first official event take place 

for member clubs of the Camera Club Council of Tennessee. This was a simple re-

ception and planning period for early arrivals of those taking part in the first 3CT Inter-

club Field Trip on the next day.  However, for me, as a Region Director for the Photo-

graphic Society of America, it was the culmination of several years of longing to see a 

camera club council in Tennessee. 

 

After getting acquainted with leaders of other councils across the country and following 

their councils' accomplishments, it made me realize that a council can bring clubs to-

gether for the furtherance of photography with conferences, workshops, competitions, 

etc., as well as for the pure enjoyment of photography and getting together with others 

who also enjoy it. 

 

So far, not all Tennessee clubs are members of 3CT, but hopefully that will change soon.  If you are reading 

this and your club is not a member of 3CT, ask your officers about your club joining this group. 

 

Looking forward to the future of 3CT, I want to pause and look back at its beginning. Ron Plasencia, of the 

Photographic Society of East Tennessee, first discussed starting a TN council with me a couple of years ago, 

and he began working on it. Then Dee Murphy, of the LeConte Photographic Society, showed interest in help-

ing with it. But when Sue Milligan came on board, it really got off the ground. Thanks to all three of them and 

to all the other board members who have taken on the desire to see Tennessee photography clubs unite and be 

strong in photography. 

  

One area I would like to see Tennessee clubs work on is getting young people involved in photography. The 

Photographic Society of America has the Youth Photography Showcase (YPS), an annual photo competition 

for high school students. Clubs from around the country run local contests and send the best images to PSA to 

compete with the images of other students. There are nice prizes for the winning students, and many get the 

opportunity to have their photos displayed at the PSA Conference in a YPS exhibit. I just helped with the one 

that the Photographic Society of Chattanooga has run for six years. If your club is interested in running a high 

school contest next year, check out http://www.psa-photo.org/youth-programs/psa-youth-photography-

showcase/ or contact me at secretary@3ct.org.  Young people are the future of our clubs! 

Message from the Board                                      
by Pat Gordy, 3CT Secretary 

Wednesday-Saturday, September 19-22, a wide variety of programs, workshops, and photo exhibits will be 

available. There will be several workshops: the model photo-shoot workshops, how to better use your digital 

camera, a macro workshop, and a 3D workshop. The photo gallery exhibits will include the various sections of 

the PSA International Exhibition of Photography, Youth Photography Showcase, and last year’s scholarship 

winner’s portfolio images. The first showing of the projected image sections will begin Tuesday evening with 

the print exhibition opening after the projected exhibitions. The conference Opening Meeting and Award Cere-

monies are scheduled for Wednesday afternoon. 

Each year those attending the PSA Annual Conference have the opportunity to meet representatives from 

several companies that sell photography equipment and supplies in the Vendor Area. A video of the most re-

cent Conference Vendor Area and photos of some vendor tables can be found on the Conference Vendors page. 

Go to http://www.psa-photo.org/conference/2012-conference-registration/ to register for the conference. Non-

PSA members may also attend the conference. Next year, Portland, Maine will be the conference location.  

PSA Conference continued from Page 4 

http://www.psa-photo.org/youth-programs/psa-youth-photography-showcase/
http://www.psa-photo.org/youth-programs/psa-youth-photography-showcase/
mailto:secretary@3ct.org
http://www.psa-photo.org/conference/vendor-area1/
http://www.psa-photo.org/conference/2012-conference-registration/


A  wise wag is said to have ut-

tered: “Owning a camera 

does not make one a photogra-

pher; just as owning a hammer 

does not make one a carpenter!” 

First, I must admit that I am “old 

school;” at least from today’s per-

spective. Learning photography 

using a simple twin-lens camera 

with no automatic exposure, fo-

cusing, or auto-anything was my 

good fortune. No, I do not resent 

those that have never used any-

thing but an “auto-everything” 

camera. And, no, I do not lie 

awake at night agonizing over the 

dearth of knowledge of the inter-

relationships between apertures, 

shutter speeds, ISOs, depth of 

field, and hyperfocal focusing. 

But I do fret about the apparent 

lack of a sense of composition that 

I see manifested in the hundreds 

(actually, thousands) of images I 

have viewed/ judged. Let me explain. 

The dictionary defines “compose” 

as:  to arrange in proper or orderly 

form.  Now, of course, the artist is 

allowed to determine what is 

“proper or orderly.” The key, as I 

see it, is that the form needs to be 

recognized, either consciously or 

sub-consciously, by the viewer. 

Take music composition for exam-

ple. From the classical overtures 

from the Renaissance period to 

modern day advertising jingles, 

music has composition. That is, 

the notes are arranged in such a 

fashion that the hearer can recog-

nize an orderliness. It does not 

matter if the listener enjoys or 

even likes the composition, he can 

recognize the orderliness. Imagine 

a musical composer generating 

thousands of notes and placing 

them on a score in a totally ran-

dom, mindless way. If those notes 

are then “played,” it would be 

readily apparent to the most cas-

ual listener that there is no orderli-

ness to the arrangement (of notes).  

In the same way, the photogra-

pher arranges the elements in his 

image in some orderly fashion so 

that the viewer can recognize or 

sense a purposeful arrangement 

(composition). Again, the viewer 

does not have to like the arrange-

ment to recognize it. The musical 

composer understands the rules of 

composition and applies them to 

his work in his own creative way; 

perhaps breaking some rules 

within the whole arrangement, 

but adhering to the intent of the 

rules overall. 

So, what are the “rules” of photog-

raphy? Some would say there are 

many, some would say there are 

none, and some would merely say 

“rules are to be broken.”  I contend 

that one needs to know a rule be-

fore he can creatively break it.  

Either through a sense of “proper 

and orderly form,” or learned in a 

structured environment, the pho-

tographer-artist successfully cre-

ates an image  that incorporates 

rules of composition, or selectively 

breaks a  rule to make a state-

ment or express a feeling. 

You, like me, I am sure, have 

viewed an image (either a photo-

graph or painting) and wondered 

“what is this artist trying to say? 

What is the purpose of this im-

age?”  I take the position that 

when this occurs, the artist has 

failed. (note: please refer to first 

sentence of second paragraph.) 

Now, having pleaded my case for 

photographic composition, what 

are some of the rules? Most of you 

reading this already know: rule of 

thirds (Golden Ratio), s-curve, 

perspective, repeating patterns, 

symmetry, leading lines, depth of 

field, framing, and balance come 

to mind. There isn’t space here to 

go into each of these, but do this: 

If you are not familiar with some 

of these rules, look them up, then 

use them on your next shoot. If you 

are familiar with all of them, ask 

yourself, “Am I using any of these 

basic rules in my photography?”  

Here is an exercise that I have 

found helpful. Pick out a DVD of 

one of your favorite movies that 

you have watched several times. 

With the pause button under your 

fingertip, watch for those “still” 

scenes in the movie and hit pause.  

Now study this image. What com-

positional rules are being used 

here? How did the director set the 

scene up to make it visually ap-

pealing? Nothing happens by 

chance in major studio movies. 

Every detail of every scene is care-

fully thought out, planned, and 

arranged. You will discover, as I 

have, that compositional tech-

niques used by the old Masters of 

the 17th and 18th century are still 

being used by 21st century artists.  

Education Corner:   The Lost Art of Composition? 
by Ron Plasencia  
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Continued on Page 7 
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Here is your challenge: Pick one of 

the many rules of composition, 

then go on a photo safari trying to 

use that rule in as many images 

as you can. If it is not already, 

soon this “rule” will be automatic 

and you will find it in your images 

without remembering you used it! 

Happy Shooting! 

Lost Art of Composition? continued 

Left to right: Susie Nugent, and Shella and Gus Rich. Photo is by Kenneth Jones, field 

trip leader for Newfound Gap. 

Porters Creek by Sue Milligan 

Gretchen Kaplan, Luke Bell, and Bob on the trail to Rhododendron Creek. Photo is by 

Jane Brewer, field trip leader for Rhododendron Creek. 

Wildflower by Roger Trentham, the Porters 

Creek field trip leader. 
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Rhododendron Creek by Jane Brewer, field trip leader for the Rhododendron Creek group. 

Trilliams captured by Roger Trentham, the field trip leader for           

the Porters Creek area. 
Iris captured by Pat Gordy at Bud Ogle’s 

Cabin in the Roaring Fork area. 
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Some participants on the Roaring Fork field trip are shown above. Photo is by Ron Plasencia, the     

Roaring Fork field trip leader. 

Ellie Langford shown on the Roaring Fork field 

trip. Photo is by Ron Plasencia, the Roaring 

Fork field trip leader. 

A photographer getting in close on his subject on the Roaring Fork field 

trip.  Photo is by Ron Plasencia, the Roaring Fork field trip leader. 
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Members from different camera clubs getting acquainted on the Porters Creek field trip are , l-r:  Jamie 

Fletcher's Mom, Jamie Fletcher, Les Milligan, Grady Deal, Sylvia Brooks, and the Porters Creek field trip 

leader Roger Trentham. Photo is by Sue Milligan. 

 

 

 

 

Bud 

Ogle 

Cabin  

on the  

Roaring 

Fork 

Trail 

captured 

by 

Wendell 

Gordy. 


