
T he Cookeville Camera 

Club will be hosting the 

2012 Fall Fieldtrip for the 

Camera Club Council of Ten-

nessee from Friday, October 

19 - Sunday, October 21. With 

five tours to select from, an 

educational program, and so-

cial events, there will be am-

ple opportunities for fellow-

ship, learning, and fun.  

 

A block of rooms is being held 

at The Clarion Inn, 970 South 

Jefferson, in Cookeville. The 

room rate is $69.95+tax for 

either a double or king. Men-

tion the Camera Club Field-

trip to get the special rate.  

 

Everyone must pre-register for 

the events, and select the pho-

tography tours they wish to 

take. A description of all 

events, including tours, is in this 

newsletter. Members of 3CT 

member clubs (a club list on Page 2) are invited to participate free of charge; how-

ever, non-members are asked to pay: $25 for adults, or $5 for students. To regis-
ter and for more detailed information on all of the events, tours, and accommodations 

go to http://www.3ct.org  > Fieldtrips. 

 

Friday, October 19, Events: 

Walk on the West Side - Sue and Les Milligan, walk leaders 

For photographers arriving early enough Friday, there will be a leisurely walk 

on Cookeville’s West Side.  Photographic opportunities in the Historic District 

include: the Depot, the Cream City Neon 

sign, the interesting old buildings and shop 

windows along West Broad, the old Post Of-

fice, Dogwood Park with its lovely new foun-

tain and the Putnam County Courthouse.  

Dinner: 

Everyone will be on their own for dinner 

Friday evening but for those who want to 

take advantage of the opportunity to socialize  
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President’s Message                                     
by Sue Milligan, 3CT President 

 

http://3ct.org/ 
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Member Clubs 
 

Brentwood Camera Club 
 

Camera Club of Oak Ridge 
 

Cookeville Camera Club 
 

Fayetteville Photo Club 
 

Great Smoky Mountains  
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Photographic Society of East 
Tennessee 
 

Southern Appalachian Nature  
   Photographers 

 

I  am so looking forward to the second 3CT inter-

club fieldtrip next month. If you have not already 

saved the date, mark your calendars for the weekend 

of October 19-21. The Cookeville Camera Club has 

put a good deal of thought and preparation into the 

outing and it should be a fun experience for all. 

CCCT’s Education Director, Jeff Roush, will present 

a program Saturday Evening as an extra bonus. You 

will find all the details in this newsletter and can 

sign up for it on the Camera Club Council of Tennes-

see’s website http://3ct.org . This centrally located 

event should be attractive to all members across the state. Join us for a 

weekend filled with great photo ops! 
 

Les Milligan, CCCT’s Treasurer, recently renewed the Council’s member-

ship in Photographic Society of America. The wealth of information and 

advice they provide new clubs, councils and chapters is amazing and was 

a great help in getting CCCT started. I am pleased to announce that 3CT 

is featured in their quarterly newsletter, the fall issue of The Projector. 

This month Les and I will be representing CCCT at the PSA Conference 

in San Francisco. I will be accepting the 2nd place award for the Chapters/

Councils Newsletter Competition for the Editor of 3CT In Focus. I would 

rather be clapping for Pat Gordy as she accepted the honor but, unfortu-

nately, she is unable to attend. Anyone going to the conference please let 

me know. It would be nice to get together there. 
 

The Council’s first year anniversary is just around the corner. It is time to 

start thinking about its year two goals. At the top of the list is finding 

ways to get more of the clubs and individual members involved. Currently 

most of its Board members act as their Clubs Rep. I would like to see 

other club members volunteer for this position, which involves: getting 

involved in planning events; attending Board meetings whenever possible; 

keeping your club up to date; encouraging participation in Council activities; 

and voting on behalf of your club whenever a vote on policy is required. 
 

3CT is also looking for people willing to serve on the various committees 

that will be planning upcoming events. So if you believe in the purpose of 

the Camera Club Council of Tennessee, to foster a spirit of fellowship, 

sharing and competitiveness  among member clubs, please get involved!   

Continued on Page 3 

The Camera Club Council of Tennessee is proud to be 

an active member of the Photographic Society of  

America (PSA). Click here to learn more about PSA 

and the advantages of being an individual member    

or a club member of PSA. 

http://3ct.org/?page_id=346
http://3ct.org
http://psa-photo.org/


information and visual aids. Jeff likes to keep his 

programs very low key and informal, encouraging 

questions and participation from the attendees. You 

can check out Jeff’s bio in the July 2012 issue of 3CT 

IN Focus newsletter at http://www.3ct.org or take a 

look at his own websites: 
 

http://www.roushstudios.com 

Commercial Photography  

 

http://www.roushphotoonline.com 

Photography Courses  

 

http://www.silvercreekworkshops.com  

Nature Workshops / Colorado and Tennessee 
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Fieldtrips...continued  

with fellow photographers from around the state, we 

recommend dining at Clarion’s, Half Time Sports 

Bar from 5-7 p.m. 
 

Meet & Greet: 

There will be a Meet and Greet gathering at the 

Clarion Inn from 7-9 p.m., another chance to get to 

know one another, meet your guides and review  

Saturday and Sunday’s events.  There will be finger 

foods provided by the Cookeville Camera Club and   

a Cash Bar. 
 

Saturday, October 20, Events: 

Your Choice of Four Photo Tours: 

1. Around Town & Cummins Falls SP or           

Cumberland Mt. SP       

2. Burgess Falls & Rock Island   

3. Fall Creek Falls                                                              

4. Bee Rock/Tree House/Ozone Falls/Black          

Mountain  
 

Descriptions of the tours start on Page 4, but more 

details are at  http://www.3ct.org > Fieldtrips. These 

tours will be repeated Sunday, depending on de-

mand, so that you can take advantage of two of the 

tours while you are in the area. 
 

Dinner at Crawdaddy’s Westside Grill:  

Eat at your own expense. 53 West Broad Street (kitty 

corner from the Depot) A New Orleans inspired res-

taurant located in the historic West Side.  
 

Of course you can eat wherever you please, Cooke-

ville has some wonderful restaurants, but Craw-

daddy’s is where the Cookeville Camera Club mem-

bers meet after our meetings.  It is near the church 

where we will be having the evening program. 
 

An Evening Program: 

Jeff Roush, of Roush Studios in Dyersburg, Tennes-

see, will make a presentation entitled " Photographic 

Thinking," a program on how important it is that we 

follow our vision, step out of the box, use the techni-

cal data available and maximize our gear. It is some-

what a motivational program injected with technical  

The Council needs your help in accomplishing its 

goals. If you need more information, don’t hesitate to 

contact me or ask your Council Club Rep. 

Sue Milligan/President 

president@3ct.org or suemilli@frontiernet.net 
 

3CT CURRENT CLUB REPS 

 

Brentwood Camera Club: Jerry Atnip    

Camera Club of Oak Ridge: Tony Habenschuss  or     

Michael Slay  

Cookeville Camera Club: Sue Milligan  

Fayetteville Photo Club: Andrea Shetley  

Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont:   

Heather Davis  

Jackson Photo Club: Lisa Skelley 

LeConte Photographic Society: Dee Murphy  

Memphis Camera Club: Blair Ball or Steve Copen  

Nashville Photography Club: Randy Harris for           

Jim Bruner 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga: Pat Gordy  

Photographic Society of East Tennessee: Ron Plasencia  

Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers:        

Kendall Chiles   

President’s Message...continued 
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Photo Tour 1 -  Cumberland Mt. SP/Around Town OR 
Cummins Falls SP/Around Town  

3 CT  I N F O CU S  

The objective of the Around Town Tour was to pro-

vide photographic opportunities to those unable to 

take advantage of the more strenuous tours.  But we 

still wanted to offer TN’s newest State Park, Cum-

mins Falls, so we will plan to break the group up and 

provide Cumberland Mountain SP as an alternate for 

those who are unable to hike down to the overlook or 

bottom of Cummins Falls. 

Guide: Saturday - Gary Moore, Cookeville Camera 

Club; Sunday: TBA. 

Departure:  7:30 a.m. from the Clarion Inn parking 

lot (Cummins Falls opens at 8 a.m.).   

First stop: Cummins Falls: (Note: This trail is dif-

ficult and should it be wet, we will offer you an 

alternate of any of the other tours.) Weather per-

mitting, and should you choose to do Cummins, know 

that you will be getting your feet wet crossing the river. 
 

Cummins Falls, a postcard-pretty waterfall that drops 

75 feet over a series of stair-step rock ledges into a pale

-green plunge pool that's been rated one of the 10 best 

swimming holes in the U.S. by Travel and Leisure 

magazine. The falls are located nine miles north of 

Cookeville on the Eastern Highland Rim, a physi-

ographic region in Middle Tennessee known for its 

caves and scenic rivers.                                                                         

First Stop: Cumberland Mountain State Park: 

Guide: Saturday - Les and Sue Milligan 

Departure: 7:30 a.m. from the Clarion Inn park-

ing lot. Cumberland Mountain State Park is ap-

proximately 35 miles away. 

Cumberland Mountain State Park is situated on 

the Cumberland Plateau, a segment of the great 

upland, which extends from western New York to 

central Alabama. It is said to be the largest tim-

bered plateau in America. This 1,720-acre park was 

acquired in 1938 as a project of the Farm Security 

Administration to provide a recreational area for 

some 250 families selected to homestead on the 

Cumberland Plateau. This community built the 

park along with help from the CCC and WPA. The 

park offers several miles of moderate trails around the lake, creek and in the woods. Afterwards, the group 

may stop at  Monterey, Dry Valley, and City Park, depending on time spent in Cumberland Mtn. State Park. 

Cummins Falls by Gary Moore  

Cumberland Mountain State Park by Les Milligan 

Cream City Ice Cream in Cookeville by Les Milligan 
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Guide: Saturday:  Cindy McGee, Cookeville Cam-

era Club; Sunday: TBA 

You will want a tripod, a zoom, your widest an-

gle lens and a polarizing lens. Sturdy shoes 

with good grip are a must and bring your 

walking stick if you need one. Carry water and 

snacks. Layered clothing, rain gear and pro-

tection for your camera are recommended.  

BRING YOUR LUNCH! 

Departure: 7:30 a.m. from the Clarion Inn parking 

lot (Park opens at 8 a.m.).  Meet at the Main Bur-

gess Falls Parking Lot: GPS: Lat: 36.04861 Lon:-

85.5875 (12 Miles from Cookeville) 

First stop: Burgess Falls: located on the eastern 

edge of the Highland Rim, the main attractions are 

the four waterfalls on the Falling Water River, ranging from 136 ft high to a 20ft high cascade of smaller wa-

terfalls.  The 1.5 mile round trip River Trail takes you past all the waterfalls.  (There is one steep staircase 

along the trail but otherwise it is relatively moderate.)  There is also a gravel road that leads you to a 1-mile 

Ridge Top Trail or directly on to the Big Falls Overlook. (If you plan to descend to the base of the Big 

Falls, be aware that the trail is steep and once you reach the bottom you will be walking over 

large, slick boulders.)  Duration:  3 hours; Departure: 11 a.m. 
 

Second: Several stops along Route 136 to capture some of the scenic beauty en-route between Burgess 

Falls and Rock Island SP. 

Meet at the Old Mill Picnic Area, Rock Island SP.  Park’s GPS: Lat: °35.81208 ° Lon: -85.646056   

(Approximately 25 miles from Bur-

gess Falls)  We will take a quick 

break for lunch here. 
 

Third  stop: Rock Island SP: 

located on the headwaters of Cen-

ter Hill Lake at the confluence of 

the Caney Fork and Collins Rivers;  

famous for the Caney Fork River 

Gorge located just below Great 

Falls Dam. The open gorge pro-

vides rugged beauty, waterfalls, 

streams and deep pools. Twin Falls 

flow from caverns eighty feet above 

the riverbed and spans 150 feet. 

Great Falls is located just below an 

old textile mill and was its source 

of power. There is a charming, pic-

turesque, old community water 

supply house that resembles a castle. The park is a popular kayaking and canoeing area, so action photo op-

portunities are possible. Duration: 3 hours; Departure: 3:30  p.m.  

Page 5 

Photo Tour 2 - Burgess Falls SNA & Rock Island SP  

Twin Falls/Rock Island by Cindy McGee  

Burgess Falls by Les Milligan 



Guides: Saturday: Brian Stamm, Cookeville Cam-

era Club; Sunday: TBA 

Departure:  6 a.m. from the Clarion Inn parking lot. 

Meet in the Fall Creek Falls Overlook parking 

area:  GPS 35°39′44″N 85°20′59″W / 35.66211°N 

85.34978°W / 35.66211; Those coming from 

Cookeville will be entering the park’s south en-

trance.  (Approx. 48.4 miles from Cookeville; 

driving time approx. 1hr.4mins.) 
 

Fall Creek Falls: Sprawled across the western top 

of the Cumberland Plateau, the park is laced with 

cascades, gorges, waterfalls, streams and lush 

stands of hardwood timber. Fall Creek Falls, at 256 

feet, is the highest waterfall in the eastern US.  

Other notable waterfalls in the park are Piney and 

Cane Creek Falls, and Cane Creek Cascades. 

It is the Park’s Fall Color Annual Event weekend. It 

will be busy but the colors should be at their peak. 

(When their schedule for the event comes out we 

may consider tagging along on one of their ventures 

if time allows.) 
 

First Stop: Several stops along the Gorge Scenic 

Drive Motor Nature Trail (approx. 3 miles), in-

cluding the Piney Creek Falls Overlook. 
 

Second Stop: Fall Creek Falls Overlook.        

Anyone interested in hiking down to the bottom will 

have the opportunity to do so.  It is a very steep 

trail, not too bad going down but remember, you have to come back out! 
 

Third Stop: Lunch, either in a picnic area if you choose to bring your own, or going Dutch at the restaurant 

buffet on Fall Creek Lake. ($8.55 + drink and tax/10% Sr. discount available) 
 

Forth Stop: Cascade Nature Center and a hike to Cane Creek Falls. This is approximately 1 mile each 

way and considered a moderate hike. 
 

You will need a wide variety of lens, from your longest telephoto to your widest wide angle and a 

macro, if you have one. Don’t forget some sort of protection for you and your lens from the waterfalls 

spray, should you plan to get up close and personal.  Shoes with a good grip and layered clothing 

are recommended. Be prepared for rain. Bring water, snacks for the day and lunch if you prefer to 

bring your own rather than eat at the restaurant. Duration: All day; Departure: 3 p.m. 
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Photo Tour 3 -  Fall Creek Falls SP  

Fall Creek Falls by Sue Milligan 



Guides: Woody Geisler and Nathan Winton, Cookeville Camera Club 

Departure: 6:00 a.m. from the Clarion Inn parking lot. 

First Stop: Bee Rock: 

We will shoot for sunrise at this lovely location with its beautiful Cumberland Plateau Mountain Views. It is a 

popular rock climbing location today but Indians used to climb here to gather honey from the hives built in its 

crevices, thus the name. It looks down over Stamps Hollow and the view follows the Calfkiller River towards 

and beyond Sparta. It is privately owned by the owners of The Garden Inn, who graciously allow access to the 

public during daylight hours. 

Second Stop: The Tree House (subject to availability—currently closed): 

Directions: GPS: N 36.128953 and W -85.286358 (Approx 22 miles, 25 minutes) 

This amazing tree house has been a work in progress for 

Horace Burgess since 1993. It rises 97 feet into the sky, the 

support provided by a live, 80-foot-tall white oak 12 feet in 

diameter at its base. Six other trees brace the tower-like for-

tress. The tree house has 10 floors, averaging 9 to 11 feet in 

height, by Burgess's reckoning, and is estimated to be about 

8,000 to 10,000 square feet. The tree house is topped by a 

chime tower weighing 5,700 pounds; the chimes were fash-

ioned from 10 oxygen acetylene bottles. The Tree House just 

clinched the Guinness World Records title of the world's 

largest tree house this year.  
 

Third Stop: Ozone Falls: 

Directions:  GPS: Lat: 35° 52.827,N  Long:  84° 53.518W  

(Approx. 31 miles, 30 minutes) 

Ozone Falls is a 43-acre natural area in Cumberland 

County, situated on the eastern edge of the Crab Orchard 

Mountains on the Cumberland Plateau. Ozone Falls plunges 

110 feet over a sandstone cap rock into a deep blue, rock-

strewn pool. Fall Creek then disappears underground until it 

re-emerges several feet downstream. An impressive rock 

house “amphitheater” can be seen behind the falls that was 

created over geologic time by wind, water, freeze/thaw, and 

erosion. Because of its picturesque beauty and easy access, Ozone Falls was selected for filming scenes for the 

movie “Jungle Book.” The stream contains many huge boulders, some the size of houses, and many small 

placid pools.  Legend has it that the area was named “Ozone” because of the “stimulating quality of the air” 

created by the mist that is generated after the long plunge of the water.  
 

Forth Stop:  Black Mountain: 

Directions from Ozone Falls:  Back past exit 329 South on Battown Rd, left on Black Mountain Road to the 

end.  GPS: Lat. 35° 52.087N Long.84° 53.259W                                                           

Photo Tour 4 -  Bee Rock/The Tree House/Ozone Falls/ 
Black Mountain  
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Continued on Page 12 

The Tree House by Woody Geisler 
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Education Corner: Waterfall Photography  
By Jeff Roush 

O ne of the more common questions  I’m asked by 

students in my classes or at nature workshops is: 

‘How do I photograph waterfalls?’ 

Waterfalls do present themselves as a wonderful but yet 

challenging subject matter. First, they are usually in ex-

tremely beautiful places. Secondly they are often in tricky 

lighting situations and offer some challenges photographi-

cally. And thirdly they are dynamic subject matter as they 

are moving.  

 

Movement creates a challenge for us photographically, but it also provides a real opportunity for a more dy-

namic and compelling image. A lot has been written about the finer points of photographing waterfalls but the 

basics are fairly simple. 
 

Working with Movement 
 

Anytime you’re presented with a moving subject a photographer really has two options: 

1) We can freeze the motion by using a fast shutter speed.  

2) We can capture and enhance the motion by using a longer shutter speed that blurs the moving element in 

the image. 

            

In the images above each of these techniques is illustrated. In the image of the skier splashing through rough 

water the image is frozen, using a fast shutter speed to stop all  action and movement. In the second images of 

the night-time freeway the image shows the movement of the cars as they speed along the highway. In either 

case, the end result was deliberate, not an accident, and not a result of any auto setting on the camera. Con-

trolling movement is a technique that will assist you in creating more dynamic and interesting images.  
 

If a photographer is standing before a waterfall and is considering all of the variables and options presented 

most of us would choose to have the water coming over the falls to blur. Here are some simple steps that will 

help us accomplish this.  
Continued on Page 9 
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Photographing  

Waterfalls 
 

The simplest way to 

get started with your 

exposure is to apply 

your knowledge of the 

“Sunny 16” rule to get 

started. If the subject 

is in the shade choose 

those settings. Below 

is a chart for reference.  
 

If you’re confused 

about where to start 

your exposure then 

take a control shot 

first. This is simple to 

do. Simply switch your 

camera to one of the 

auto modes – “S” for Nikon users, and “TV” for Canon users. Make sure your flash is turned off and take an 

exposure of the waterfall. When you shoot this photo take notice of the exposure that the camera sets. Look at 

your f-stop and shutter speed that has been chosen by the metering system in your camera. You can see this 

in your viewfinder. The camera will most likely choose an exposure that mostly freezes the water. This photo 

will offer a reference point to compare your images to later and to use as a basis for your exposures. 
 

      

Sunny 16 Exposure Chart 
________________________________________________ 

Light                                Exposure                           Shadows 
 

   Sunny Mid Day  F16 / 1/100 sec / ISO 100 Dark with Sharp Edges 
 
   Slightly Overcast F11 / 1/100 sec / ISO 100 Bright with Soft Edges 
 
   Overcast  F8 / 1/100 sec / ISO 100 Barely Visible 
 
   Heavy Overcast  F5.6 / 1/100 sec / ISO 100 Absent 
   __________________________________________________________ 
   
   Open Shade  F4 / 1/100 sec / ISO 100 Absent 
   (Bright Sunny Day) 
 

             Backlighting  F11 / 1/100 sec / ISO 100 
               (may require F8 or F5.6) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Page 9 

Waterfall Photography...continued 

Continued on Page 10 
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Manual Mode Users 

Choose the settings that best fit the lighting environment you are working in. Now, check you exposure with a 

test photograph or two. When using any of the settings above the water will more than likely be frozen, and no 

motion will be obvious. This is fine – what we are looking for is a correct exposure. If you are in the shade you 

should be around F4 with a shutter speed of 1/100 second. 
 

Once your exposure is determined, take note of the shutter speed. It should be around 1/100 of a second. Our 

goal now is to get the shutter speed down to 2 seconds using our ND filters or Polarizing Filter. Here are the 

steps to do this manually. 

 1) Move the F-stop to F22 (5 stops from F4) - - (this lets in 5 stops LESS light) 

 2) Move the Shutter Speed to 1/4 sec (5 stops from 1/100) - - (five stops MORE light) 

 3) Add your ND or Polarizer to the lens to reduce the light even more – allowing you to move the  

     shutter speed even slower speeds – 2 seconds being the “normal” for waterfalls. 
 

Shutter Priority Mode Users 

Switch to shutter priority mode on your camera. Ideally we’ll want to try to get a shutter speed of 1 to 2 sec-

onds minimum to get nicely blurred water. This is a bit of an experimental process since there are other fac-

tors that affect motion in photographs. For now, we’ll just use this as our basis and continue on from there. 
 

Tripod – Of course to take a shot at a shutter speed of this length you’ll definitely need a tripod or some other 

way to ensure that your camera is completely still for the full time that the shutter is open. 
 

Sounds easy doesn’t it – attach your camera to a tripod, switch to shutter priority mode, set your shutter 

speed to 1-2 seconds and take the shot. Unfortunately in most cases it’s not that simple. The problem with in-

creasing the shutter speed is that it increases the amount of light that gets into your camera and unless it’s 

quite a dark and gloomy day you’ll find your image is going to be over exposed (even though in shutter priority 

mode the camera will choose a very small aperture to try to compensate for it). 
 

Other Tips to Try to Get Exposure Right    

There are a couple of things that you can do to decrease the amount of light coming into your camera and get 

your exposure levels better: 
 

Timing    

Pick the right time of the day to do your waterfall photography because you will definitely give yourself more 

options to use longer shutter speeds. Sunrise and Sunset are obviously better times. The light is less contrasty 

and is softer, appearing less bright. You can also pick a time of day when the waterfalls are mostly in the 

shade of any trees in the immediate area. This makes the exposure a lot easier. Also, overcast days are better 

than bright sunny days.  

Filters  

Using a filter that cuts down the amount of light entering your camera can help also. There are a variety of 

filters available that do this, but you should use either an ND, Neutral Density filter or a polarizing filter. The 

logic here is to cut down on the amount of light that is being passed in to the camera; both of these filters do 

this for you. The ND filters come in different “darkness” and are fairly easy to use. By reducing down the 

amount of light entering the camera we are able to slow the shutter down a lot more than we normally would; 

thus allowing for the water to blur. This creates the very soft and velvety look of the water. 

Page 10 
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Waterfall Photography...continued 
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Aperture Priority Mode 

If you are still having trouble with exposure, even at darker times of the day and with the use of a polarizing 

filter, another approach that you can take is to switch into Aperture Priority Mode, and to choose the smallest 

aperture possible. On most cameras this will be f/22 or f/36. The result of choosing this is that your camera 

will automatically choose the longest shutter speed available for that aperture. It may not be 2 seconds – but 

it will almost always be longer than the shutter speed in that first control shot that you took and as a result 

the water will blur more than in the first shot. The other impact of having a smaller aperture is that you’ll 

have a larger depth of field and more of the waterfall will be in focus. 
 

Low ISO 

Choosing a lower ISO will mean that your camera’s sensor is less sensitive to light and will need the shutter 

to be open longer. It will also mean less ‘noisy’ or grainy images which will give your photograph nice detail.  
 

Give Yourself Choices 

Of course getting the exposure right is just part of the equation when it comes to photographing waterfalls 

with you digital camera.  
 

Bracket your Images. Take a series of images using different shutter speeds and apertures. You will find that 

by doing this that you will capture a variety of very different images of exactly the same scene with changes to 

the amount that the water blurred along with changes in the depth of field. You can also use your camera’s 

built in exposure bracketing (check your manual) and bracket your shots in this way. 
 

Composition 

Waterfalls can be photographed from many different angles and in many different ways ranging from the 

wide angle capture that show the entire waterfall or can be photographed with tightly cropped images that 

focus upon just one small part of the waterfall. Also look for the different ways the water flows. In some places 

it’ll be multiple streams, in others it will 

gush explosively everywhere and in oth-

ers it will flow gently in a single stream. 

Try a variety of positions on the waterfall 

(you’ll find that it’ll flow at different 

speeds in different sections also) and ex-

periment with how the different parts 

look at slow shutter speeds.  
 

Clean Up Your Shot 

While I’m a big believer in being an envi-

ronmentally friendly photographer (and 

always leaving a location the way you 

found it) a little tidying up of your scene 

can have a big impact upon a waterfall 

scene. Before taking shots scan your eye 

over your frame and look to see if there 

are any distracting elements that might 

be able to be moved. Particularly look for 

litter but also  

Waterfall Photography...continued 

(Stock photo) 

Continued on Page 12 
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Waterfall  Photography...continued  

resist but don’t let it become the 

only type of waterfall image that 

you capture. Try taking some 

shots with ultra fast shutter 

speeds also. This can especially be 

a powerful technique on raging 

waterfalls where there is lots of 

spray and explosive splashes. The 

other impact of faster shutter 

speeds is that you’ll need to use 

larger apertures which mean nar-

consider leaves on rocks, etc. Sim-

ply tidying up the image in a way 

that doesn’t do any physical dam-

age to the location can take your 

images to the next level. 
 

Don’t Become Obsessed with 

Blurred Water 
 

The effect of silky smooth moving 

water in your shots is difficult to 

row depth of field which will bring 

a whole new impact to your shots.  
 

These are a few tips to improve 

your waterfall photography.   

As always,  if you have any 

questions, I’ll be happy to an-

swer them. Please feel free to 

drop me an email at 

jroush@roushstudios.com.  

Photo Tour 4...continued from Page 7 

sion. Stand at the edge of its tow-

ering bluffs, with firm footing to 

avoid a 100-foot drop, and you can 

see forever. Blue mountains ring 

the horizon on a clear day: Wal-

den's Ridge, a corduroy of ridges 

farther east along the Tennessee 

Valley, and farther still across the 

baby blue mountain layers as far 

as the eye can see to the Smoky 

Mountains, some 75 miles away.  
 

Look down, to the south, into a 

green pastoral oasis in the midst 

of these mountains, and you will 

see Grassy Cove and Little Cove, 

1,300 feet below. There is a pictur-

Black Mountain’s bold profile 

draws your eye among a brawny 

group of buttes rising above Inter-

state 40 just south of the Crab 

Orchard exit. It is only a 15-

minute drive off the interstate, 

paved all the way to the top.  
 

Its bluffs are humbling. They 

have been scalloped and smoothed 

by a million rainstorms, shaped 

into Tennessee's most fantastic 

rock garden, a maze of convoluted, 

fluted corridors, strange, stack-

stoned chimney rocks and pillars, 

unexpected windows and passage-

ways winding in glorious confu-

esque stone chimney and a spring 

house deserted in the thick woods 

near the top of Black Mountain. 

The trail to the top is approx. 10-

15 minutes each way and is con-

sidered moderate. 

 

Layered clothing and shoes with 

good traction, protection for your-

self and cameras in case of rain or 

spray from the falls are recom-

mended.  Bring your lunch & 

carry water and snacks with you. 

We recommend a variety of lens, 

including your widest, a tripod 

and a polarizing lens.  

  Check out The Top 100 Photogra-

phy Blogs put together by Photog-

raphy Colleges: http://

www.photography-colleges.org/the

-top-100-photography-blogs/     

 

There are so many resources 

available today for photographers. 

It does not matter if you are a   

beginner or professional; there  

are blogs out there just right for 

you, whatever your needs or     

interest may be.  

The list covers every aspect of 

photography. All you need is time 

and the desire to learn and/or 

share your knowledge. At some 

point you may even want to start 

your own blog!  Happy hunting.  

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT PHOTOGRAPHY BLOG? 
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