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President’s Message
Monday, June 15, 2020, is Nature Photography Day. So let’s get
out of the house and into nature with our cameras. Photos could be
of your yard, vegetable or flower garden, a local park, birds,
insects, sunrise, sunset, lightening, etc. Let’s celebrate Nature
Photography Day by photographing some aspect of nature and
sending one or two images from that day to Renee Day, 3CT’s
newsletter editor, newslettereditor@3ct.org for publishing in next
month’s newsletter.
Nature Photography Day was established by The North American
Nature Photography Association (NANPA) which was formed in
1994. to help bring awareness to the works its members produce
and the fragility of the subjects of their work.
World Photo Day is on Wednesday, August 19, 2020.
Thanks to the photographers who submitted images on behalf of
the Camera Club Council of Tennessee for the Photographic
Society of America’s (PSA) Councils Challenge.
It seems as if all photo workshops, tours, etc. I had scheduled
through October, have been cancelled due to COVID-19. I have
found that interactive webinars are great! I have taken some
webinars from Lisa Langell, Georgia Nature Photographers, PSA,
and NANPA. However, I can hardly wait to meet with my fellow
photographers in person – especially at a 3CT Event.
If you have ideas on how to make 3CT better, please let me or
another 3CT Board member know what you think. Also, consider
giving back to 3CT by volunteering to serve on a committee or as a
director or officer. If your club has not renewed its membership
dues for 2020, please remind the treasurer to do so. Thanks!

See like a Photographer
Jeff Roush – CCCT Education Director
Every day we are bombarded with digital images as we cruise through our lives: Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, mail advertising, television ads, and billboards, just to name a few. I am sometimes
overwhelmed by the imagery we see every day. Some of it is good, some not so good, and some of it is
downright pitiful. However, if we take the time to truly look, some of it is remarkable.
As a photography teacher of many years, I've always judged images by many criteria. Some say I'm too
tough as a judge and as I evaluate images. However, when someone wants to excel with their abilities,
there is not an easy way to critique a photograph without citing many of the things wrong with it.
This short paper is going to be about these "things"… the things that someone overlooked, didn't see,
didn't think to do, or didn't apply to their thought processes while creating an image. We all live in a
time where shooting photographs is free (after purchasing a camera system). We're not paying for film,
processing, or prints any longer. We have unlimited clicks to get our images, and the learning curve has
become a lot easier than it used to be for young photographers. On the other hand, many photographers
tend to shoot without taking much care in their composition or thoughts and rely on the occasional lucky
shot. Many times, we don't necessarily realize that there is a formula that we can all use to eliminate
shooting thousands of images to get a good one. That's what we're going to discuss.
"How do I shoot less and get better images?"
1) Learn to see light
Many of us have shot photographs for years and years, but we still look for a subject matter to
photograph rather than looking for the light. Light and shadows are the media we work within. Much
like an artist that paints and uses brushes, paint, and a canvas to create their art, we use a camera.

Be aware of the light around you always. Look for hard light, soft light, and the effect it has on the
surrounding objects. When you are more aware of the quality and quantity of light, you will become a
lot better at arresting the moment and make it work for you creatively. Photographers choose the early
time and late time of day for a reason. The main reason is that the light is more appealing, it's more
beautiful, and it plays on the objects much nicer coming from the side instead of coming from the top.
2) Learn the Rules of Composition
Expressing your creative vision is accomplished very easily if you apply some of the rules of
composition. These are the things you see and do before pressing the shutter button.
Learn to control your focus point. Placing the focus specifically where you want it is so important. Do
not rely on auto-focusing averaging to choose your focus point. Learn your equipment better and do it
yourself. So little effort is needed to lock the focus where you want it and then recompose slightly to
create your image.
Also, learn to use depth of field to your advantage. Selecting your focus point using DOF is such an
easy way to control where your viewer looks when they look at your image. This does require a little
more thought, but you will never be sorry you put forth the effort.
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See like a Photographer—Continued
Study up on "lines in composition" and see how important they are for your photo. These are often not
literal lines like a fence row or a log, but they are visual lines created in the image by where you place
yourself and all of the objects in your image composition.
The Rule of Thirds is the simplest compositional rule ever; most of us already know this rule. The
problem is that not many use it in their compositions. I see hundreds of images dissected in halves all the
time on social media sites. This issue is what the rule of thirds is supposed to prevent.
Using color as a compositional element is the oldest trick in the book. But it works! Color always draws
the eye to something specific in the image. Take advantage of this natural compositional technique.
Using some negative space in your images also helps with the composition. Sometimes crops are too
tight and don't include enough surroundings to help them make sense. Negative space can put more
emphasis on the subject matter.
Patterns and repetitions also add a nice flair to composition. A pattern that is broken leads the eye to the
break. A solid brick wall makes for an awesome pattern, but when you add a butterfly, the composition
just sings!
3) Less is More
This is always a tough one to judge. Think of this as "leaving out unnecessary and unimportant things"
from your image. Make sure the image is telling one story, and not a lot of stories by the subject matter
included. Keep it simple and uncluttered.
4) Crop / Get Close / Fill the Frame
Find close, tight crops of your subject. Fill the frame with things that make sense to include. Find the
right spot to shoot from to maximize this technique.
5) Work the Crop / Frame
Find different perspectives to shoot your subject. Go higher, go lower, and move around to find
interesting crops and compositions to tell the story you're trying to tell.
6) Watch the Backgrounds
Scan your backgrounds often. Take a few seconds to look around your viewfinder and check out things
in your photo that might be fighting or diminishing your subject matter. Eliminate things that are
distracting by moving or re-cropping.
I know this is a lot to think about. However, this is what separates great photographers from the lesser.
Once you do all of this a few times, it will become second nature to do it all the time. You'll find
yourself feeling like you didn't do as good a job when you don't do all of this. Make each image count
and add this to your thought process before you click.

Unless you're photographing toddlers, sports, birds in flight, and other things like this, there is no reason
to hurry. And, there is no reason to not do the best work you are capable of doing.
Keep shooting!
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Weird Photography Tricks That Actually Work!
Photography tricks and tips are a dime a dozen; however, some work when nothing else will.
The following is a collection of weird and cool photography tricks that are not the usual run-of-the-mill
variety.
I hope you learn a new trick or two after you've read these.
1. You're at a reunion, and only you brought your camera, but everyone wants a group picture with
you in it. Well, if you don't have a tripod, then use a table lamp. Just whip off the lampshade
and screw your camera onto the lampshade holder. The thread size of the bolt on the lampshade
is the same as the thread used on tripods, so your camera should be easy to attach. Not only will
your pictures of friends and/or relatives look better, but you'll look like MacGyver in front of
everyone. They will think you're the coolest photography nerd on earth.
2. If you like taking photos of your kids or grandkids, and it seems like they're interested in everything but looking at the camera, here is a way to bribe them into cooperating. The solution is to
have a few PEZ dispensers in your kit. To make this trick work, take a sharp knife and trim the
bottom of the PEZ dispenser to fit your hot shoe. It doesn't take much, and it will slide right on to
the hot shoe. Instead of telling them to watch the birdie, ask them to look at the PEZ. It doesn't
take much to get the kids to settle down because they'll get the PEZ after the shots are taken.
3. Day to Night in a Flash – You may be out shooting portraits on a bright sunny day, and the light
just looks too natural. If you get bored shooting in the same light for each shot, here's a trick that
you'll enjoy. Turn up the power on your flash to maximum output, which will make the subject
extremely bright. However, if you change your camera settings to expose for the subject, it will
make the background look extremely dark because the flash didn't hit it. This will make it look
like nighttime, even if it's the middle of the day.
4. You want to take a Macro, but you didn't bring your trusty 50mm 2.8 lens. Try this trick. Take
your lens off the camera, hold it in front of the camera, and presto, you have a micro lens.
However, there are five things you need to know about using this trick.
a. Your camera won't take a picture with the lens off unless you're in manual mode.
b. The best focal length seems to around 50mm, so either a 50 mm prime, 24-70, or a 18-55
kit lens would be perfect.
c. You lose autofocus since your lens is no longer attached to the camera. Focus is achieved
by moving closer or further away from the subject.
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Weird Photography Tricks That Actually Work! - Continued
d. The camera can't open up the aperture, so you'll have to do it manually with your hand.
On the back of the lens (the side you mount on the camera), move the little plastic slider
piece that controls the aperture. If you look in the lens while doing it, you'll see the hole
open up.
e. If you want to take this a step further, then purchase a reverse lens mount, which will
sharpen up the image quite a bit since it will hold the lens steadier. And, be sure to use a
tripod for macro photography because even the slightest movement will trash the
sharpness.
5. Delete tourists from travel photos – If you enjoy taking photos while traveling and decide to take
an image of a landmark, but tourists are walking in and out of your frame, then try this trick.
a. Put the camera on your tripod.
b. Take an image about every 10-15 seconds until you have 15 – 25 shots depending on how
fast people are walking around.
c. Open all the images in Photoshop by going to File>Scripts>Statistics. Choose "Median"
and select the images you took.
d. BOOM! Photoshop finds what is different in the photos and simply removes it. Since
the people moved around, it fills the area where someone was standing with part of
another photo where no one was there.
e. Note: The "statistics" script is only available in Photoshop CC or the cloud version of
Photoshop." This will not work in PS-6 and below.
6. Use a camera strap for a GND filter.
a. This is a favorite landscape photography tip that photographers use all the time. When
shooting landscapes, the sky is often much brighter than the rest of the landscape, so you
need something to darken down just that top part of the photo. A graduated neutral
density filter does exactly that.
b. If you left your GND at home but still want to get the shot, then making use of the camera
strap will work. Hold it in front of the lens for part of the exposure covering just the sky.
This makes it so the top of the photo only sees light for part of the time while the shutter
is open. No, you won't see the camera strap in the photo since it blocks the incoming
light.

(Credit: Jim Harmer, Improve Photography)
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Club and Council News and Events
Jackson Photo Club

May 2020

The Jackson Photo Club virtual meeting was held on May 5, 2020.
The photo contest theme was “Animals.” Club members judged and voted on the entries.
The winners were:
1st Place—Phyllis Bowers
2nd Place—Renee Day
3rd Place—Kay Shackelford

Phyllis Bowers—1st Place

Renee Day—2nd Place

Kay Shackelford—3rd Place
6
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3CT Member Clubs
If you are not a member of any of the clubs
listed below, sign up for a 3CT Individual
Lifetime Membership for $25.00 and be
eligible to participate in all of 3CT’s events,
contests and to receive the award-winning
monthly newsletter.

Digital Lunch Bunch, Knoxville, TN:

https://3ct.org/membership/individualmembership-details/

Great Smoky Mountain Institute at Tremont:

Email Larry Perry: larryperry11@comcast.net

http://gsmit.org/
Brentwood Photography Group:

https://www.facebook.com/GSMITremont/

https://www.facebook.com/
BrentwoodPhotographyGroup/
https://brentwoodphotographygroup.org/
Camera Club Council of Tennessee:

https://3ct.org/

Huntsville Photographic Society:
http://www.huntsvillephotographicsociety.org/
https://www.facebook.com/
HuntsvillePhotographicSociety/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
cameraclubcounciloftennessee/

Jackson Photo Club:

Instagram — 3ctorg

http://www.jacksonphotoclub.org/

Flickr - https://www.flickr.com/
groups/2960853@N25/

https://m.facebook.com/groups/155119344018
Lawrenceburg Photographic Society:
https://m.facebook.com/groups/365370508658

Camera Club of Oak Ridge:
http://oakridgecameraclub.org/

Life Through The Lens Photo Club:

http://www.facebook.com/groups/
cameraclubOR/

Columbia, TN and Surrounding Area
https://www.facebook.com/Life-Through-The-Lens
-Photo-Club-1047257345380299/

Clarksville Friends of Photography:
https://www.facebook.com/clarksvillefop/

LeConte Photographic Society:
http://www.lecontephotographic.com/

Cookeville Camera Club:

https://m.facebook.com/groups/150834268285095

https://www.cookevillecameraclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Cookeville-CameraClub-182373583284/
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3CT Member Clubs
Memphis Camera Club:

Plateau Photography Club:

http://www.memphiscameraclub.org/

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/325328404319724/

https://www.facebook.com/MemphisCameraClub/

https://www.flickr.com/groups/2700169@N25/

Nashville Photography Club:
https://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
nashvillephotographyclub/
Northwest Tennessee Photography Club:

Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers:
http://sanp.net
Twin Cities Photo Club

http://nwtnphotoclub.com/

https://www.facebook.com/TWIN-CITY-PHOTOCLUB-103987542210/

https://www.facebook.com/
NorthwestTennesseePhotographyClub/

Virginia Highlands Camera Club:

Paris Photography Club:

West Tennessee Photographers Guild:

https://sites.google.com/view/paristnphoto/home

http://www.westtennesseephotographersguild.org/

https://m.facebook.com/groups/408318365955275

https://www.facebook.com/
WestTennesseePhotographersGuild/

Photographic Society of Chattanooga:
http://chattanoogaphoto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto/

West Tennessee Shutterbugs:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/wtnshutterbugs

Email: info@chattanoogaphoto.org

Club Membership
Check for $40.00 made payable to:
Camera Club Council of TN

Mail to:
Steve Springer
3CT Treasurer
456 Pond Apple Road, Unit #2
Clarksville, TN 37043

We would love to get updates about your club
events and information about your next club
meeting. Does your club sponsor an annual event/
contest? We will let the rest of the clubs and
lifetime members know about your club’s local
events and happenings.

Email articles, updates, and photos to
the 3CT Newsletter Editor:
newslettereditor@3ct.org

9

Smoky Mountain Deer Farm
and Exotic Petting Zoo

Seven Islands State Birding Park

https://tnstateparks.com/parks/seven-islands
The diverse natural landscape of aquatic and
grassland habitats makes Seven Islands State
Birding Park a premier birding destination with
more than 190 species of birds sighted.

478 Happy Hollow Lane
Sevierville, TN 37876
https://www.facebook.com/
SmokyMountainDeerFarm/

Cannonsburgh Village
312 S Front St, Murfreesboro, TN
http://www.murfreesborotn.gov/164/Cannonsburgh
-Village

Murfree Spring Wetlands
https://www.murfreesborotn.gov/187/MurfreeSpring-Wetlands

Renaissance Park
Ijams Nature Center
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Reviewg55138-d146693-Reviews-Ijams_Nature_CenterKnoxville_Tennessee.html

100 Manufacturers Road
Chattanooga, TN 37405
https://www.chattanoogafun.com/listing/
renaissance-park/1133/
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Tennessee Safari Park
Open Year Round

618 Conley Road
Alamo, TN 38001

Stones River National Battlefield

https://www.tennesseesafaripark.com/

3501 Old Nashville Hwy
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
https://www.nps.gov/stri/index.htm

The Museum of Appalachia
Cheekwood Estate and Gardens
1200 Forrest Park Drive
Nashville, TN 37205
https://cheekwood.org/

Old Stone Fort State
Archaeological Park
732 Stone Fort Drive
Manchester, TN 37355
https://tnstateparks.com/parks/old-stone-fort

A living history museum — a pioneer mountain
farm-village that lends voice to the people of
Southern Appalachia through the artifacts and
stories they left behind. Founded in 1969 by John
Rice Irwin, the Museum is now a non-profit
organization, and a Smithsonian Affiliate museum.
We offer self-guided tours, and are open every day
of the week.
Location: 2819 Andersonville Hwy. Clinton, TN
37716
http://www.museumofappalachia.org/

Greenways for Nashville
The 2019 Nashville Greenways Map is available.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/
greenwaysfornashville/about/?ref=page_internal
https://greenwaysfornashville.org/
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Rugby Colony
A failed utopian experiment for British expats in the
American South is now a Victorian village frozen in
time.
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/rugby-colony

E.T. Wickham Sculpture Trail
Less a sculpture park than a collection of cement
passion projects, the sculpture work of E.T. Wickham
that still dot some of the roads in Palmyra, Tennessee
are a haunting reminder of one man’s devotion to his
art, and the deterioration of a legacy.
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/et-wickhamsculpture-trail

Brushy Mountain State Penitentiary
Petros, TN

Founded in 1896, Brushy Mountain was a maximumsecurity prison that housed criminals convicted of the
most serious and violent crimes. The facility was
shuttered in 2009 and the buildings have since fallen
into disrepair, which only adds to its haunting nature.
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/brushy-mountain-statepenitentiary

Shelby Farms Park

Walker Branch Class II Natural
-Scientific State Natural Area

A 225-acre natural area located
three miles south of Savannah TN
in Hardin County.
https://www.tn.gov/environment/
program-areas/na-natural-areas/naturalareas-west-region/west-region/walkerbranch.html

Lichterman Nature Center
in Memphis, Tennessee
Lichterman features exciting exhibits,
native wildflowers and trees, and a
tradition of excellence in environmental
education set in the midst of 65 acres of
lake, meadow, and forest.
https://www.memphismuseums.org/
lichterman-nature-center/

Ocoee Whitewater Center
The Ocoee Whitewater Center, near
Ducktown, Tennessee, United States, was
the canoe slalom venue for the 1996
Summer Olympics in Atlanta, and is the
only in-river course to be used for
Olympic slalom competition.Wikipedia

Address:

Memphis, TN

4400 US-64, Copperhill, TN 37317

4,500 acres of green space, 40+ miles of trails and
20+ lakes managed by the nonprofit Shelby Farms
Park Conservancy. Open sunrise to sunset, daily.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/generalinfo/
cherokee/recreation/generalinfo/?
groupid=71012&recid=35096

https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyFarmsPark/
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Opened October 22, 2016, Big River
Crossing is the longest public pedestrian/
bike bridge across the Mississippi River,
providing dramatic views of its everchanging landscape. By connecting Main
Streets in Memphis and West Memphis,
the BRX ties together urban, rural, and
natural areas and gives users recreation
options unique to each setting. The nightly
Mighty Lights LED display accentuates
this iconic structure and will become one
of the largest light implementations in the
country with the addition of the Hernando
de Soto Bridge on October 27, 2018.
http://www.bigrivercrossing.com/home
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Upcoming Events
Please note that all events are subject to change.
Please visit the event link
provided below to verify date and time.
Chihuly at Cheekwood—Nashville
July 18, 2020—January 10, 2021

“Chihuly at Cheekwood celebrates the 10th anniversary
of Chihuly’s 2010 blockbuster success at Cheekwood
while also commemorating the 60th anniversary of
Cheekwood as a public institution.”
https://cheekwood.org/calendar/chihuly-at-cheekwood/

Tennessee State Parks—All Events
https://tnstateparks.com/events

Chattanooga Water Lantern Festival

Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 2:30 – 9:30 PM EDT
Chester Frost Park, 2277 Gold Point Cir N, Hixson, TN
37343

Great Smoky Mountain Hot Air Balloon Festival

https://www.facebook.com/events/299004597664582/

https://www.facebook.com/events/391606231630411/

Water Lantern Festival is an amazing experience where
you'll witness the magic of the lanterns as they light up
the water.

Saturday, August 15, 2020 at 5 PM – 10 PM EDT
Townsend, TN

The 4th Annual Great Smoky Mountains Hot Air Balloon
Festival. Join us for a summertime spectacle, when
several professional balloonist light up the evening sky
with a beautiful balloon glow. The sky will be filled with
a spectrum of color like never before, against a backdrop of a breathtaking Tennessee sunset?

The Water Lantern Festival was voted #1 Festival by
USA Today Readers' Choice. Don't miss this beautiful
event!
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The New York Times
“Atget’s Paris, 100 Years Later”
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/27/world/europe/parisatget-coronavirus.html?
campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200527&instance_id=18835
&nl=themorning&regi_id=112215368&segment_id=29269&te=1&user
_id=30e5aa89099430b3150f24823409e60d

www.psa-photo.org/
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?
psa-calendars

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/174014289374833/

Dury’s, a Nashville photography
store that opened in 1882,
announces permanent closure
The Tennessean
Andy Humbles
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2020/05/23/
durys-nashville-photography-store-since-1882permanently-close/5249901002/

If you have an interest in having an online presentation
for your camera club members, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to me to discuss your needs. I can be reached
by email at joereardonphotography@gmail.com and at
http://www.joereardonphotography.com/

Let us Hear From You!
Have suggestions? Drop us a line!
Email articles, updates, and photos to the
3CT Newsletter Editor:

newslettereditor@3ct.org
https://3ct.org/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
cameraclubcounciloftennessee/
https://www.instagram.com/3ctorg
https://www.facebook.com/durysphoto
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