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Auto Modes / Exposure Compensation   
 

 
 

By Jeff Roush / CCCT President & Education Director 
 
 
There seems to be one underlying goal of every photographer, and that is to get off of “auto” and become 
a “manual” mode shooter.  The obsession with "manual" has been created mostly by photography        
instructors (like me) and partly by other photographers that have learned to use manual mode effectively.  
While using manual mode is certainly a righteous goal, it sometimes overshadows some of the very    
usable auto mode settings on today's digital cameras. 
 
There are a lot of different auto modes on current cameras.  There are the "icons" that completely set the 
camera for the different types of images we might be challenged to capture.  Portrait Mode, Sports Mode, 
Scenic Mode, and Close-Up Mode are just a few of the available auto icon settings.  Oddly enough, for a 
younger photographer, these modes are awesome!  They allow immediate success in many situations that 
were NOT there in the old days before these modes became available.  Don’t ever be ashamed of using 
these modes when you need to use them.  Capturing our “best” images is always the goal, and these auto 
modes can help us do just that.  
 
Understanding the underlying reason of why manual mode shooting is important helps all of us           
understand why it still needs to be one of our goals in the future.  Any photographer that understands 
manual mode is also able to effectively use the other auto modes with a great deal of success. 
 
This article is going to be centered around a couple of “semi-auto” modes on every camera.  These are 
“Aperture Priority” and Shutter Priority.  Remember that “aperture” and “f-stop” are the same thing. 
These terms are interchangeable in conversations and articles. 
 

 
Aperture Priority on a Canon Camera is called:  AV – this is an acronym for "aperture 
value." 
 
Shutter Priority on Canon Camera is called:  TV – this is an acronym for "timed value." 
 
You can see these two modes on this control dial from a Canon camera. 
 

 
 
Aperture Priority on a Nikon Camera is called:  A – this is an acronym for "aperture." 
 
Shutter Priority on a Nikon Camera is called:  S – this is an acronym for "shutter." 
 
You can see these two modes on this control dial from a Nikon camera. 
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On some of the cameras, the controls are part of the menu window. Sometimes they are on the top of the 
camera and sometimes on the back as illustrated below. 

 
 
In both cases, these modes do the same thing.  Take a moment 
and find both of these modes in your menu on your model      
camera.  

 
 

 
So, in a nutshell, this is what these two modes do: 
 
“A” or “AV” is a mode where YOU set the f-stop/aperture, and the camera automatically sets/controls the 
correct corresponding shutter speed.  
 
“S” or “TV” is a mode where YOU set the shutter speed, and the camera automatically sets/controls the 
correct corresponding f-stop/aperture.  
 
Knowledge about how these modes work and how it relates to exposure will certainly make our images 
better.  Proper exposure is obtained when the image we have captured exhibits proper color, accurate  
lightness and darkness, and suitable saturation.  Both of these modes rely exclusively on our camera      
metering systems for controlling the exposure.   
 
The metering systems in our cameras mostly average the light in any given scene.  It’s collected as light 
values, mixed, and averaged to come up with a correct exposure.  So, in the perfectly balanced photograph 
– lightness and darkness – the “auto” exposure modes work great.  However, when we are faced with a 
more complex or incorrectly balanced scene, then the metering systems get fooled and assume the wrong 
shutter speeds and apertures.  In the two photos below, we can see they are NOT exposed properly. 
 
 
In the wedding portrait on the right, the photographer had hoped to see the dress 
and the bride.  However, the metering systems couldn't read this properly and was 
fooled.  The camera read the entire scene and averaged the light causing this      
silhouette to happen.  In this case, the problem was that the background was WAY 
lighter than the subject causing this exposure error; darkening the image to         
accommodate the bright background. 

 
 

 
 
In the candid portrait on the left, we also see an exposure error committed by 
the auto exposure system in the camera.  In this case, the camera was fooled 
by the dark background.  The camera once again reads the entire scene and 
averages the light it collects.  In this photo, the dark backgrounds cause the 
camera to lighten the image so far that the two people are blown out to white 
instead of a nice warm skin tone. 
 
 

Auto Modes / Exposure Compensation—Continued 
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We’ve all had the above happen to us while using either one of these modes.  What causes these         
exposure errors is our cameras, not us.  Exposure miss-reads are common.  And, although they are a          
nuisance, they are very fixable in just a minute or two.   In fact, a good new behavior to learn is this: 
“Examine backgrounds carefully before clicking to determine if you will be getting this type of       
exposure error in your image.  If you think you are going to get this, then plan to shoot a couple of 
images so you can correct it.  I will usually shoot the first one KNOWING it will be a throw-away.  
Then, I’ll fix the next one before I shoot it.” 
 
If your exposure is too light or too dark on the subject matter as illustrated above, then it's time to use 
the exposure compensation button on the camera.  This button is designed to be used with the auto 
modes exclusively for lightening/darkening images like the ones above.  The button looks like this and is 
somewhere on your camera body.  

 
Often this button serves another purpose in conjunction with the dials on your 
camera body.  If your body has only one dial to change the shutter speed, then 
you press and hold this button to shift over to be able to change the f-stop.  This 
is a very common design in the pro-amateur camera bodies of all                
manufacturers. 

 
 

When pressing this button while on one of the auto modes, you'll find a sliding scale will appear     
somewhere on your camera.  It will be on the back-menu screen or the top menu window if you have 
either of those.  If not, it will appear in the viewfinder.   
 
 
 

In any event, find this scale so you can activate this exposure control device.  
When you depress the button and hold it, you will see the scale appear.  When 
you turn your camera dial, you'll see the sliding scale move to the left or the 
right/darkening or lightening your image.  You can see the scale in the image 
to the left right under the Tv heading in the corner.   

 
This control allows you to fine-tune your exposure when you need to.          
Remember that the backgrounds are usually the culprit, either too bright or too 
dark, and it affects the way the camera reads the exposure.  This, of course, 
can affect the subject in your image. 

 
 
Exposure problems have haunted photographers for years and years.  Don’t let it get you down.  This 
little control can save us from messing up our images. 
 
Good luck and keep shooting! 
 
 

As always – comments and questions are welcome – jroush@roushstudios.com 

 
Jeff Roush – 3ct Ed. Dir.  

Auto Modes / Exposure Compensation—Continued 
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Dave Reasons, 3CT Webmaster 
 
First of all, I hope you had a safe and enjoyable Memorial Day holiday.  Memorial Day is the holiday to 
remember the brave men and women who served and fought to keep America free for future generations.  
My Dad was one of the men from Tennessee who answered the call to duty in 1941 and then stormed the 
beaches on D-Day.  
 
He survived the war and was awarded the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and several other medals.  After he 
returned home, he continued to serve in the Tennessee National Guard for over 30 years and retired as a 
Command Sergeant Major. 
 
I know we’re all kin to or know someone who paid the price and should be honored. 
 
Recently, I read an article about Leica’s new boutique camera, and it is a limited edition.  It is called the 
“Lenny Kravitz Leica M Monochrom Drifter.”  It’s a rangefinder camera wrapped in faux snakeskin and 
paired with a matching strap, two lenses, and a faux snakeskin bag all inspired by the musician’s        
road-going lifestyle.  All of this can be yours for the small sum of $24,000.00 US.  And you’ll be glad to 
know that the python leatherette is vegan-friendly.  So, grab onto one of these collector items and enjoy 
the thrill of only shooting in black and white.   
 
Last Tuesday, (5-21-2019), fellow photographer Jim Pierson and I revisited Mingo Falls, just outside of 
Cherokee, NC.  We had been there several weeks before and climbed the steps (all 162 of them) to shoot 
the falls.  We found that the sun was reflecting off the water and was blowing out the highlights even  
using a ten stop ND filter.  We arrived at an earlier time for this trip when the sun was just cresting over 
the top of the falls.  We managed to get a few good images before the sun started blowing out the      
highlights again.   
 
If you’ve never been to Mingo Falls, then you need to add that to your bucket list.  
 
One of our other scouting trips was to Amicalola Falls not far from Helen, GA.  We arrived at the Unicoi 
State Park, which also happens to be the southern terminus of the Appalachian trail, and went into the 
Welcome Center.  There was a very nice lady on duty, and this being the first time we asked for           
directions to the falls.   
 
She pulled out a one-page map and with a highlighter marked the route we needed to take to get to the 
parking lot.  She told us it was a short hike from the parking area, but that it was steep and to watch our 
step.  We hiked down the trail that had several switchbacks and appeared to have been laid out by    
mountain goats and finally arrived at the bottom of the hill.  And what do we see?  Our eyes couldn’t   
believe it, and I think I heard a few “wordie dirties” said by all of us.   
 
The nice little lady failed to mention there was a parking lot that only required a short hike to get to the 
falls viewing area. Once you reach about halfway up to the falls, there are steps to carry you the rest of 
the way to the top.  At least all 172 of the steps are metal grates and set at the same height, unlike Mingus 
Falls that are set at random heights and widths.  
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Tech Notes—Continued 

After we finished shooting the falls, we then had to hike back up the steep hill to get to the vehicle.  
Needless to say, climbing hills is hard on old folks.  But we had a good time and got a few good shots, 
so that’s all that counts. 
 
That’s it for this episode. 
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Club and Council News and Events 

Jackson Photo Club                   May 2019 
 
 
The Jackson Photo Club held the monthly photo competition at the meeting on May 14.   
The theme was “Sunrise.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contest theme for this month is “Color.” 

Brandon Blankenship—1st Place 

Lisa Renner Tooloose—2nd Place  Lisa Renner Tooloose—3rd Place 
 

JPC meeting Location:   

Pleasant Plains Baptist Church, 331 Pleasant Plains Jackson, TN 38305  

Second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm 
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Club and Council News and Events 

Hazel Meredith on “Alternative Visual Artistry: Topaz Plug-Ins and Textures” 
 

For PSC’s club meeting on June 20, Hazel Meredith, APSA, HonNEC, Meredith Images will present 
“Alternative Visual Artistry: Topaz Plug-Ins and Textures.” The presentation will be at 7:00 pm at St. John 
United Methodist Church, 3921 Murray Hills Drive, and the public is invited.     

 
Hazel Meredith is an award-winning photographer, teacher, speaker, workshop 
leader, and a highly respected competition judge. In 2007, she began teaching     
post-processing techniques through local adult education programs, camera clubs, 
and conferences across the U.S., as well as through her own workshops. She is a 
frequent webinar presenter for Topaz Labs.   
 
She released her first eBook, “Working with Textures & Overlays: Turn Ho-Hum 
into a Work of Art” in 2015, and the sequel in April 2019. Hazel loves the creative 
aspect of photography and post-processing, especially the use of textures, overlays 
and software to create unique images. She enjoys teaching and sharing her         
techniques to assist other photographers in realizing their own creative visions.      
In 2017, she and her husband, Dave, founded the “Creative Photography Confer-
ence” in New England, with the 3rd Conference held in May 2019. The event will 
be expanding to other areas of the U.S. in the spring of 2020.   

 
Hazel is actively involved with the photographic community and has held leadership roles in several      
organizations. In 2012, she received the Photographic Society of America (PSA) Service Award and in 
Sept. 2013, she was awarded the distinction of APSA from the PSA. At the New England Camera Club 
Council (NECCC) Conference in July, 2018, she received the distinction of HonNEC. She believes that 
camera clubs and organizations are a great way to share the passion of photography and keep learning and 
sharing new techniques.  
 
www.MeredithImages.com 
www.MeredithImages.wordpress.com  
www.Facebook.com/MeredithImages 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga                May 2019 

http://www.MeredithImages.com
http://www.MeredithImages.wordpress.com
http://www.Facebook.com/MeredithImages
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Club and Council News and Events 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga                May 2019 

 

Topaz Workshop on Saturday, June 22, 2019 
 
Hazel Meredith will be presenting a workshop on “Creativity with Topaz.”  She says, “Topaz is an 
amazing suite of products.  It covers everything from creating Stunning Black & White images, to      
creative lens effects, glowing light and painting effects.” If you have Topaz, this is a chance to expand 
your knowledge and learn new techniques.  If you don’t have it, you can download a trial copy and learn 
what a powerful and versatile suite it is.   
 
The seminar will be held from 9 am to 1 pm at St John United Methodist Church.   
 
The cost is $69 and you can register and pay at Hazel’s web site  
www.meredithimages.com/product/chattanooga-topaz-workshop/     
 
There are only 8 seats remaining for this workshop; so if you’re interested, be sure to sign up quickly.  

Workshop 

http://www.meredithimages.com/product/chattanooga-topaz-workshop/
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Club and Council News and Events 

West Tennessee Photographers Guild               May 2019 

Members of West Tennessee Photographers Guild volunteered their time and talents to photograph the 
second annual Kings & Queens Prom hosted by The Refuge Church in Union City, TN.   
 
Trish Dial (Trish Dial Photography) and Deborah Liliker photographed about 25 special needs students 
and adults.  The guests were pampered and treated to an evening of dinner, dancing with a date, complete 
with photographs and limo rides.  All the young men and women were crowned kings or queens.  
 
Their families and caregivers were included for this free event.  Both Trish and Deborah plan to donate 
their time to this great event again next year. 
 

Trish Dial and Deborah Liliker 
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3CT Lifetime Member 

Jim Jennings, Sr        May 2019 

Jim submitted these images from a recent trip to Tremont,  
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
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Bedford Camera & Video 
 
 
Bedford Camera & Video (Little Rock, AR) 
 

August 2-3, 2019 

The Photo Expo Memphis at Graceland is a unique experience in an iconic city, at a venue that would 
make the KING proud. We are looking forward to a jam-packed weekend with hands-on training,     
keynote speakers, model shoots, an interactive trade show, and incredible networking opportunities. 
This will be a rocking photography experience for everyone involved at the Birthplace of Rock and Roll 
and Home of the Blues. 

This year's keynote speakers include: 
Rick Sammon, Canon Explorer of Light 
Dave Black, Nikon Ambassador 
Matt Kloskowski, Sony Artisan 
Erik Valind, Fuji X Photographer 

Save $20 at registration for a limited time using coupon code: VIP20OFF 

https://www.bedfords.com/memphisexpo19-lr 
 

https://www.bedfords.com/memphisexpo19-lr
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3CT Member Clubs 

 

If you are not a member of any of the clubs listed 

below, sign up for a 3CT Individual Lifetime 

Membership for $25.00 and be eligible to        

participate in all of 3CT’s events, contests and to 

receive the award-winning monthly newsletter. 

https://3ct.org/membership/individual-

membership-details/  

Camera Club Council of Tennessee: 

https://3ct.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
cameraclubcounciloftennessee/  
 
Instagram —  3ctorg 
 
Flickr -  https://www.flickr.com/search/groups/?
text=3ct  
 
 

Camera Club of Oak Ridge: 

http://oakridgecameraclub.org/ 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/

cameraclubOR/ 

 

Clarksville Friends of Photography: 

https://www.facebook.com/clarksvillefop/  

 

Cookeville Camera Club: 

https://www.cookevillecameraclub.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/Cookeville-Camera-

Club-182373583284/  

 

Crossville Camera Club 

https://www.facebook.com/crossvillecamclub/  

crossvillecameraclub@gmail.com 

 

Digital Lunch Bunch: 

Email Larry Perry  - larryperry11@comcast.net 

 

Dyersburg Photographic Society: 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/ 
DyersburgPhotographicSociety/  
 
 
Giles County Camera Club: 

http://gilescountycameraclub.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

GilesCountyCameraClub/  

https://www.flickr.com/groups/gccc/  
 
 
Great Smoky Mountain Institute at Tremont: 

http://gsmit.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/GSMITremont/  

 

Huntsville Photographic Society: 

http://www.huntsvillephotographicsociety.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/

HuntsvillePhotographicSociety/  

 

Jackson Photo Club: 

http://www.jacksonphotoclub.org/  

https://m.facebook.com/groups/155119344018  

 
Lawrenceburg Photographic Society: 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/365370508658  

  

Life Through The Lens Photo Club 

Columbia, TN, Maury County 

https://3ct.org/membership/individual-membership-details/
https://3ct.org/membership/individual-membership-details/
https://3ct.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubcounciloftennessee/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubcounciloftennessee/
https://www.flickr.com/search/groups/?text=3ct
https://www.flickr.com/search/groups/?text=3ct
http://oakridgecameraclub.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubOR/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubOR/
https://www.facebook.com/clarksvillefop/
https://www.cookevillecameraclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Cookeville-Camera-Club-182373583284/
https://www.facebook.com/Cookeville-Camera-Club-182373583284/
https://www.facebook.com/crossvillecamclub/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/DyersburgPhotographicSociety/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/DyersburgPhotographicSociety/
http://gilescountycameraclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GilesCountyCameraClub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GilesCountyCameraClub/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/gccc/
http://gsmit.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GSMITremont/
http://www.huntsvillephotographicsociety.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HuntsvillePhotographicSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/HuntsvillePhotographicSociety/
http://www.jacksonphotoclub.org/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/155119344018
https://m.facebook.com/groups/365370508658
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3CT Member Clubs 

LeConte Photographic Society: 

http://www.lecontephotographic.com/  

https://m.facebook.com/groups/150834268285095 

 
Memphis Camera Club: 

http://www.memphiscameraclub.org/  
 
https://www.facebook.com/MemphisCameraClub/  
 
 
Nashville Photography Club: 

https://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com/  
 
https://www.facebook.com/
nashvillephotographyclub/  
 
Northwest Tennessee Photography Club 

http://nwtnphotoclub.com/  
 
https://www.facebook.com/
NorthwestTennesseePhotographyClub/  
 

Paris Photography Club: 

https://sites.google.com/view/paristnphoto/home  
 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/408318365955275  
 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga: 

http://chattanoogaphoto.org/  
 
https://www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto/ 
  
Email:  info@chattanoogaphoto.org 

 

 

Plateau Photography Club: 

http://www.ppcuginc.com/PhotoClub/2015/
home.htm  
 
https://www.facebook.com/Plateau-Photography-
45015157860/  
 
https://www.flickr.com/groups/2700169@N25/  
 

Southern Appalachian Nature  Photographers: 

http://sanp.net  
 

Twin Cities Photo Club 

https://www.facebook.com/TWIN-CITY-PHOTO-
CLUB-103987542210/ 
 

 

Virginia Highlands Camera Club 

 

West Tennessee Photographers Guild: 

http://www.westtennesseephotographersguild.org/  
 
https://www.facebook.com/
WestTennesseePhotographersGuild/  
 

West Tennessee Shutterbugs: 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/wtnshutterbugs  
 
 

We would love to get updates about your club events 

and information about your next club meeting.  Does 

your club sponsor an annual event/contest?  We will 

let the rest of the clubs and lifetime members know 

about your club’s local events and happenings. 

Email articles, updates, and photos to the 

3CT Newsletter Editor: 

  newslettereditor@3ct.org 

 
Club Membership Now Due  

Send your $40.00 to: 

 
Pat Gordy, Treasurer 3CT 

7424 Edgefield Dr. 

Chattanooga, TN 37421 

http://www.lecontephotographic.com/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/150834268285095
http://www.memphiscameraclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MemphisCameraClub/
https://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/nashvillephotographyclub/
https://www.facebook.com/nashvillephotographyclub/
http://nwtnphotoclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestTennesseePhotographyClub/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestTennesseePhotographyClub/
https://sites.google.com/view/paristnphoto/home
https://m.facebook.com/groups/408318365955275
http://chattanoogaphoto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto/
http://www.ppcuginc.com/PhotoClub/2015/home.htm
http://www.ppcuginc.com/PhotoClub/2015/home.htm
https://www.facebook.com/Plateau-Photography-45015157860/
https://www.facebook.com/Plateau-Photography-45015157860/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/2700169@N25/
http://sanp.net
https://www.facebook.com/TWIN-CITY-PHOTO-CLUB-103987542210/
https://www.facebook.com/TWIN-CITY-PHOTO-CLUB-103987542210/
http://www.westtennesseephotographersguild.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WestTennesseePhotographersGuild/
https://www.facebook.com/WestTennesseePhotographersGuild/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/wtnshutterbugs


 15 

 

Let us Hear From You! 

Have suggestions?  Drop us a line! 

Email articles, updates, and photos to the 

3CT Newsletter Editor:   

newslettereditor@3ct.org 

https://3ct.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
cameraclubcounciloftennessee/  

 

www.psa-photo.org/ 

 
Check out these Facebook links 

for events and activities near you. 

 
 

National Park Service 
https://www.facebook.com/

nationalparkservice/  
 
 

Tennessee State Parks 
https://www.facebook.com/

tennesseestateparks/  

Calling all 3CT Clubs 
 

Send us your Facebook or website group 
cover photo to have it featured here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jackson Photo Club 
Facebook Page 

 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/155119344018/  

 

 
 

The Man Who Develops the World’s 

Found Film 

 

The Rescued Film Project 

 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-man-who-

develops-the-worlds-found-film  

https://3ct.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubcounciloftennessee/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubcounciloftennessee/
http://www.psa-photo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice/
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseestateparks/
https://www.facebook.com/tennesseestateparks/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/155119344018/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-man-who-develops-the-worlds-found-film
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-man-who-develops-the-worlds-found-film

