
J oin us for a “car 

shoot” with three 

indoor and multiple 

outdoor sets for an 

“on location” car 

shoot. Cars on loca-

tion will include top 

sports and supercars 

from Europe.  

The shoots will include 

a continuous lighting, 

studio strobe lighting 

and “on camera” flash (speed light) sets. 

There will be models featuring pinup fash-

ion and summer fashions and optional 

themes as part of some of the sets.  

In addition, there will be a contest for the 

attendees who submit their best photos 

within two weeks after the shoot date. 

New to this type of photography? No 

problem; there will be veteran photogra-

phers on hand to  suggest or assist you 

with your camera settings. 

The Details: 

When: July 16, 11 AM - 2 PM 

Where: German Performance Options, 
1227 Lebanon Pike, Nashville, TN 
37210 

 

Cost: $39, RSVP required, $29 for Camera 
Club Council of Tennessee Members 

To reserve your spot, contact Doug 
Wong, 931-309-8060.  

This event is limited to the first 20 pho-
tographers who sign up. 

Net proceeds will benefit Camera Club 
Council of Tennessee (3CT) and Giles 
County Camera Club (65/35). Model   
releases will be available at the event 
or bring your own releases with you.  

Questions? Call or text Doug at 931-309-

8060 or eosphotoman@yahoo.com  ◙ 
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President’s Message                                     
By Doug Wong, 3CT President 

The Camera Club Council of Tennessee is proud to be an active 

member of the Photographic Society of America (PSA). Click 

here to learn more about PSA and the advantages of being an 

individual member or a club member of PSA. 

W ith the hot temperatures and high humid-

ity of summer it’s hard to get comfortable 

shooting photos. What I try to do is schedule my 

daytime shoots early in the day and take lots of 

iced down water for myself and the people I am 

shooting. Summer is also a good time to revive the 

home studio, organize your gear for sale or trade, and the never ending 

task of organizing your photo files. 

One event that my local club (Giles County) and others do in the summer 

is have a swap meet at a meeting. Just last week the Lawrenceburg club 

and Giles County club had a joint “swap meet.” Even though we only had 

about 20 participants, several of us felt it was a huge success. Besides 

cleaning out unwanted or no longer needed gear, we were able to find 

items from others which we just “had to have.” Sure, buying and selling 

on eBay is very popular, but most of us would rather “trade” with the 

folks we know and look at the items in person. I know I feel blessed to 

have been able to pick up a “Bigma,” the 50-500 super telephoto in ex-

cellent condition for a fraction of its original retail price - complete with 

case and two 86mm filters by Tiffen! 

Any club who would be interested in shooting an old, unrestored 1868 

Opera House in Pulaski let me know. I can arrange for group shoots and 

tours for 5-25 people. If the group wishes, we can have one or more peo-

ple in period correct costumes pose on the stage of the old Opera House 

as well. Contact me: eosphotoman@yahoo.com or president@3ct.org   

or 931-309-8060 cell/text.  ◙ 

 

 
http://3ct.org/ 

 

Please Send Newsletter Articles for August to  

Pat Gordy, Editor, by July 25.  

patgordy@epbfi.com 

3CT Governing Board  

President: Doug Wong  

Vice President: Tommy Azbill 

Secretary: Michele Honeycutt 

Treasurer and Editor: Pat Gordy 

Past President: Sue Milligan  

Webmaster: Brian Stamm 

Education Director: Jeff Roush 

Membership Director: Justis Kivari 

Social Media Director: Danielle Howard  

Activities Director: Sally Edwards 

Member Clubs 

Camera Club of Oak Ridge 

Cookeville Camera Club 

Crossville Camera Club 

Digital Lunch Bunch 

Dyersburg Photographic Society 

Giles County Camera Club 

Great Smoky Mountains Institute at 
 Tremont 

Hendersonville Camera Club 

Huntsville Photographic Society 

Jackson Photo Club 

Kingsport Sr. Center Photo Group 

Lawrenceburg Photographic Society 

LeConte Photographic Society 

Memphis Camera Club 

Nashville Photography Club 

Northwest Tenn. Photography Club 

Paris Photography Club 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga 

Plateau Photography Club  

Sequatchie Valley Camera Club  

Southern Appalachian Nature       
 Photographers 

West Tennessee Photographers Guild 

West Tennessee Shutterbugs 

www.Facebook.com/                                                        
CameraClub CouncilOfTennessee 

www.Facebook.com/groups/
cameraclubcounciloftennessee  

president@3ct.org 

http://psa-photo.org/
mailto:eosphotoman@yahoo.com?subject=3CT
mailto:president@3ct.org
http://3ct.org/?page_id=346
mailto:patgordy@epbfi.com
http://www.Facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee
http://www.Facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee
http://www.Facebook.com/groups/cameraclubcounciloftennessee
http://www.Facebook.com/groups/cameraclubcounciloftennessee
mailto:president@3ct.org
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Education Corner: Image Size Dialog Box Basics                                                 
By Roger F. Miller,  Bremerton, Washington, Guest Writer from PSA 

A ny software designed for gen-

eral photo editing will have an 

image size dialog box that contains 

three major elements that describe 

the image’s size: dimensions in pixels, 

dimensions in inches, and resolution 

in pixels per inch. (Centimeters can be 

used instead of inches, of course.) 

Many beginners, and some experi-

enced photographers, don’t clearly 

understand the three elements of the 

image size dialog box. Here are some 

facts that might help.  

The three elements are all related. 

If any two are defined, then the 

value of the third can be mathe-

matically calculated. If you change 

one, then one of the other two 

must also change.  

The dimensions in pixels are the most 

important element of your image. In 

fact, unless you are printing, no hard-

ware or software even reads the val-

ues of the other two elements. A  600 

x 600 pixel image sent via the Inter-

net or to a digital projector with a 

resolution of 7 pixels per inch (ppi) 

will look exactly the same as if it were 

sent with a resolution of 327 ppi.  

When printing, however, the printer 

needs to know the size of print you 

want. So, in addition to the dimen-

sions in pixels, the printer also needs 

to be told the dimensions in inches so 

that it knows what size print to make.  

The resolution of the image (in ppi) is 

never needed by anyone, any soft-                

ware, or any hardware. However, it is 

useful to the photographer when 

printing since one glance can tell if 

the image resolution is high enough 

to make a photo quality print. A reso-

lution of at least 150 ppi is required 

for a photo-quality print. (Printing at 

300 ppi won’t make the print look 

any better than printing at 150 ppi; 

the 300 ppi requirement is more ap-

propriately related to the printing 

press industry.)  

If you change an image’s resolution in 

pixels per inch or its dimensions in 

inches without changing the dimen-

sions in pixels, it’s referred to as 

“resizing.” Anytime the dimensions in 

pixels are changed, it’s referred to as 

“resampling.” Resizing doesn’t affect 

your image at all. It’s just a book 

keeping exercise (unless you are 

printing, of course). In fact, unless you 

are printing, no software or hardware 

will notice the change caused by re-

sizing. However, if you resample 

your image, some image pixels will 

either be thrown away (sometimes 

called down-sampling) or created 

out of thin air (sometimes called up-

sampling). That’s destructive to your 

image. Also, resharpening will 

probably be needed after resam-

pling. Some image dialog boxes 

have a box labeled “Resample.” If 

you uncheck the box, you can still 

resize the image but you will be pre-

vented from accidentally resampling 

it and causing a permanent, unre-

coverable, change to the image.  

 The astute reader may be wondering 

why some contests involving digital 

projection specify that images have a 

resolution of 72 ppi. That require-

ment results from a basic lack of un-

derstanding of the image size dialog 

box. Unless you are printing, no per-

son, hardware, or software needs 

anything other than the image’s di-

mensions in pixels, so there’s no 

point in requiring a resolution of 72 

ppi, or any other arbitrary value. The 

“72 ppi” requirement supposedly 

originated with Adobe’s first version 

of Photoshop. The software wasn’t 

written to accept blank spaces in the 

image dialog box, so the program-

mers simply inserted “72 ppi” by de-

fault, which was simply the resolution 

of the monitors they were using at 

the time. They could just as easily 

have entered the year that Photo-

shop was invented (1988) since an 

image with a resolution of 1988 ppi is 

indistinguishable from one at 72 ppi 

(assuming the pixel dimensions are 

the same) if no hardware, software, 

or person looks at that field in the 

image dialog box. ◙ 

"This article is reproduced with per-
mission from the June 2016 issue of 
the PSA Journal, the official maga-
zine of the Photographic Society of 
America, Inc. (PSA).  

For information on PSA member-
ship, please contact PSA Headquar-
ters, 8241 S. Walker Ave., Suite 
104, Oklahoma City, OK 73139, 
hq@psa-photo.org." 

mailto:hq@psa-photo.org
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Look Who’s Talking - July 2016  
Compiled by Sue Milligan, 3CT Past President 

Camera Club of Oakridge: 
http://www.oakridgecameraclub.org                              
http://www.oakridgecameraclub.org/
meetngreet.shtml http://www.facebook.com/groups/
cameraclubOR/  

July 12 – Michael K. Miller – Close Up & Macro Photog-
raphy 

This class will describe and illustrate a variety of methods 
and techniques for taking photographs of small objects. 
These techniques make visible the world that lies be-
tween the naked eye and microscopes. The equipment 
covered will include point and shoot cameras, DSLR cam-
eras equipped with telephoto, macro, close-up, reversed, 
or stacked lenses, as well as extension tubes. Bellows and 
computer-controlled motorized focus stacking. The class 
is designed for all skill levels and budgets and will be 
heavily illustrated with examples for a variety of different 
small items and objects taken at this different magnified 
perspective. The class is also intended to give some ideas 
and inspiration for entries to the upcoming bi-monthly 
competition on “Nature Writ Small” scheduled for the 
Oct. 11, CCOR monthly meeting. In keeping with the 
small scale theme, a few small prizes will be awarded for 
the correct identification of some of the objects featured 
in the images. 

Biography: Mike started taking macro photographs of 
individual atoms and photomicrograph during his 
doctorate at Oxford University in 1974. Several of 
these pictures have appeared on the covers of scien-
tific journals and in scientific papers. Since then he 
has traveled to all 7 continents taking photographs of 
wildlife and landscapes. He retired from his position 
as a research scientist and UT=Battelle Corporate Fel-
low at ORNL in May 2015 to spend more time on his 
photography. He is a Fellow of the Microscopy Soci-
ety of America, The Metallurgical Society, and the In-
ternational Field Emission Society, as well as a mem-
ber of the Camera Club of Oak Ridge and the South-
ern Appalachian Nature Photographers. He is the au-
thor of four scientific textbooks and twenty photo 
books of wildlife, landscapes and cultures from his 
extensive travels around the world. 

Cookeville Camera Club: 

http://www.cookevillecameraclub.com                                 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cookeville-Camera-
Club/182373583284  

July 25 – Dusty Doddridge - Chasing the Light: The Art 
and Adventure of Wilderness Photography 
www.dustydoddridge.com  

Dusty brings a unique perspective to 
the world of wilderness photography 
that comes from his background 
in outdoor adventure, sports, and 
travel. He continues to be inspired by 
the work of many photographers past 
and present including David Muench, 
Galen Rowell, Art Wolfe and artists 
working in different media. The landscape it-
self, especially wild areas are what inspire him most 
and photography provides a way to share some of that 
experience with others. His artistic vision involves pho-
tographing areas that are wild and beautiful while ex-
pressing the surreal nature of the landscape with a 
sense of mystery and adventure.  

Connecting with others has been a common thread 
throughout Dusty’s work life and he enjoys help-
ing photographers achieve their artistic goals. He 
brings a lot of energy and enthusiasm to field work-
shops and digital darkroom training and seeks to help 
his clients achieve stronger, more expressive photo-
graphs. He enjoys taking complex subjects and simpli-
fying them into core principles in order to enhance 
the learning curve quickly and help clients develop 
crea-
tively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oakridgecameraclub.org
http://www.oakridgecameraclub.org/meetngreet.shtml%20
http://www.oakridgecameraclub.org/meetngreet.shtml%20
http://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubOR/%20
http://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubOR/%20
file:///C:/Users/Pat/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/K2KKU8HD/%20http:/www.cookevillecameraclub.com%20
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cookeville-Camera-Club/182373583284
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cookeville-Camera-Club/182373583284
http://www.dustydoddridge.com/
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LeConte Photographic Society:  

http://www.lecontephotographic.com/                               
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/150834268285095/ 

July 16,– Kayla Epperhart –“ Hiking the Appalachian 
Trail” 

Join LPS on Saturday, July 16, at 10 AM at the King Li-
brary in Seivierville. Kayla will tell about her hike of the 
Appalachian Trail that she did in 2015. She hiked from 
Georgia to Maine  on the trail and said, “It was a jour-
ney over 2000 miles of beauty and pain, ups and 
downs, freezing cold and blisteringly hot, hunger and 
satisfaction, and pretty much every aspect of the yins 
and yangs of life.”  

The Appalachian Trail is the longest hiking-only foot-
path in the world, totaling 2,189.2 miles across 14 
states. It was designed as "a footpath for those seeking 
communion with the wilderness."  Of those who regis-
ter to hike the entire trail in a calendar year — folks 
known as "thru-hikers" — about 30 percent follow it to 
completion. Epperhart is proud to say she's one of 
them. She began her hike on March 27, 2015 at 
Springer Mountain, GA, and ended at Mount Katahdin, 
Maine, on Oct. 2, 2015. She will show photos of her 
journey and tell us about all of the things she endured 
during her trip. 

Nashville Photography Club:  
http://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com/                          
http://www.facebook.com/NashvillePhotographyClub  

July 19 – David Johnston – “Landscape Photography 
http://www.davidjohnstonart.com/  
 

David Johnston is a renowned landscape, adventure, 
and humanitarian photographer and educator from 
the beautiful state of Tennessee. Photographing in-
credible light and rarely seen moments are what drives 
David to keep capturing nature at its best. When David 
is not shooting, he's writing and teaching photography 
to the masses on his website and podcast called Pho-
tography Roundtable. It's his passion for spreading the 
joy of photography that helps him continue to inter-
view other professionals and deliver helpful tips for 
others to improve their skills. 

  

Along with shooting landscapes and sharing photog-
raphy knowledge on Photography Roundtable, David 
writes periodically for Dreamscapes as part of their 
landscape and wildlife photography team. David is 
also a photography workshop leader, frequently lead-
ing visitors in his favorite park, Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park, as well as other locations around 
the United States. 
 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga  

http://www.chattanoogaphoto.org/  
https://www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto 
chattanoogaphotoinfo@chattanoogaphoto.org  
 

July 21, Speaker, Genna Sellers on Architectural           
Photography  www.gennasellersphotography.com 
 

Genna Sellers is a Certified 
Professional Photographer 
(CPP) who has been honored 
with numerous awards includ-
ing Tennessee Professional 
Photographer of the Year, Ten-
nessee Top 10 Photographer 
of the Year, and many best of 
show and judge’s choice 
awards. Her images have been 
included in the International Photographic Competi-
tion's (IPC) prestigious Loan Collection multiple times. 

Genna received her formal photography education at 
the Colorado Institute of Art in Denver and continued 
her education by obtaining her photography certificate 
from the University of Tennessee. Genna Sellers works 
in all areas of commercial photography. She has the 
training and experience to know what it takes to give 

http://www.lecontephotographic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150834268285095/%20
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150834268285095/%20
http://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com/%20
http://www.facebook.com/NashvillePhotographyClub%20
http://www.davidjohnstonart.com/
http://photographyroundtable.com/
http://photographyroundtable.com/
http://www.ianplant.com/blog
http://davidjohnstonart.com/new-index-1/
http://www.chattanoogaphoto.org/%20
https://www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto
file:///C:/Users/Pat/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/K2KKU8HD/chattanoogaphotoinfo@chattanoogaphoto.org%20
http://www.gennasellersphotography.com
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commer-
cial cli-
ents 
what 
they 
want and 
what 
they 
need. 
 

 

Clients Include: UT Medical Center, Custom Crafted 
Construction, Smoky Mountain Urgent Care, Reams 
Drug Store, ONB, Stone Lantern, Law Office of Chip 
Windle, East TN Drug and Fresh Pharmacy, Yellowbook, 
UT School of Radiography, Mark Evans D.M.D., Bridge-
water Balance and Hearing, MasterCraft Boat Com-
pany. Not For Profit: March of Dimes, Fostering Hope, 
Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep, Help Portrait, Second 
Harvest, American Heart Association. ◙ 

 

Photography  
Lighting Workshop 

Studio Strobe & Lighting / Speed-Light 
Studio Grip Gear / Reflectors / Softboxes / 

Umbrellas 

Families, Seniors, Groups, Babies 
Concentration on Setups and Lighting 

 
Saturday, JULY 30, 2016 

9 AM - 5 PM  
_________________________________________ 

COMMUNITY ROOM 
Pulaski, Tennessee 

 

$65.00   

Register at: 

http://www.roush.photography/                      
lighting_workshop.htm  

 

Jeff Roush/Instructor 

Macro Boot Camp by Mike Moats 

In Chattanooga 
 

The Photographic Society of Chatta-
nooga is pleased to announce that 
Mike Moats is bringing his extremely 
popular Macro Boot Camp to Chat-
tanooga. Mike is an award winning, 
frequently published, professional 
macro photographer located in 
Michigan. Mike is a member of the Fuji Pro Talent 
Team and a Tamron Image Master. He's been pre-
senting his Macro Workshops since 2006.  

The "Macro Boot Camps" are two days of in-depth 

learning, fun, and entertainment. You will need a 

camera, macro lens, tripod, as you will be shooting in 

the classroom. This boot camp is for the beginner to 

the intermediate photographer wanting to learn 

more about the macro world in nature. 

 

December 3-4, 2016 

Saturday 9:00am – 5:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm  

Fairfield Inn & Suites 

1453 N Mack Smith Rd 

Chattanooga, TN 37412 

Cost $149 

Register at www.macrostoreonline.com 

Seating is limited; so register now! 

http://www.roush.photography/lighting_workshop.htm
http://www.roush.photography/lighting_workshop.htm
http://www.macrostoreonline.com/
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ONLINE ENTRY PROCESS: 

This online contest is open to amateur photographers 
only. An experienced panel of photography judges will 
be selecting the winners. Subject must be representative 
of Small Town America and can be either in color or 
black and white. Photographs must be original and cre-
ated by the person who enters that image. 

Unlimited number of entries accepted per participant. 

Cash Prizes Available:   
 $100 for first place, $75 for second place, and $50 for 

third place. 
To Enter the Contest: 
 Save image you are submitting with its title for the 

name of your file. For example, image title is 
“Looking Back,” and image would be saved as look-
ingback.jpg. 

 Register to enter at  https://client.smarterentry.com/
NWTNPhotoClub. There is a $5 entry fee per photo-
graph entered. 

 Upload a duplicated image that is resized to 72dpi, 
scaled 1024 pixels on longest side with maximum 
size of 2 MB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the judges make their selections, the nine winners 
will be emailed instructions on where to upload a high 
resolution image that is at least 300 dpi quality, suitable 
for printing to 16 x 24” image size. A total of nine winning 
images will be selected for the Discovery Park of America 
exhibit that will begin in December 2016. Winning en-
tries will be on exhibition for an approximate six month 
period. 

CALENDAR: 

 June 16:  Contest Begins. Online submission of en-
tries opens. 

 September 23:  All entries must be received 
to https://client.smarterentry.com/
NWTNPhotoClub by 9:59 PM CENTRAL STANDARD 
TIME on this date in order to be considered. 

 October 7: Nine will be selected as winners. Winners 
will be notified by email by this date. Each will be re-
quested to submit their image online in jpg format, 
300 dpi quality. 

 October 21: Deadline for each winner to submit $40 
to NWTPC in order for their winning photo to be ac-
cepted is by 11:59 PM CENTRAL STANDARD TIME. 

The Northwest Tennessee Photography Club (NWTPC)  

Invites Artists to Participate in Its Semi-Annual Photo Contest 

All Winning Entries Will Be Exhibited at  
The Discovery Park of America (DPA) Union City, TN 

https://client.smarterentry.com/NWTNPhotoClub
https://client.smarterentry.com/NWTNPhotoClub
https://client.smarterentry.com/NWTNPhotoClub
https://client.smarterentry.com/NWTNPhotoClub
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 Winners must send a high resolution image that is at 
least 300 dpi quality, suitable for printing to 16 x 24” 
image size. The $40 cost will cover the image being 
printed on professional quality photo paper. This 
fee also covers the return of the printed image by 
the USPS at the end of the six month exhibit period. 
Printing and framing is arranged by the NWTPC, with 
individual photographers given credit for their image 
that is displayed at DPA. Winning images will be 
posted at http://www.nwtnphotoclub.com/. 

  

OTHER RULES: 

PEOPLE:  Please include the name of each recognizable 
person, if any, in your photograph. It is the photogra-
pher’s responsibility to have the subject’s permission to 
enter his or her image in the contest. You must include 
the subject’s name and contact information with your 
submission. 

SCORING:  Each entry is assigned a score by each judge. 
A composite score is used to determine the overall win-
ners of the contest. The three highest composite scores 
will be awarded the cash prizes. 

FINAL ACCEPTANCE:  Final acceptance of nine winning 
entries in DPA exhibit is up to the judges’ discretion after 

viewing the full resolution images and the receipt of $40 
to cover cost of printing image for display and shipping 
to artist at the end of the show. 

AWARDS:  First place will receive a prize of $100, second 
place will receive $75, and third place will receive $50. In 
addition, this is an opportunity to showcase your photo-
graphic art for tens of thousands of people to enjoy at 
the Discovery Park of America. 

USE OF IMAGES:  All entrants agree that any image they 
submit to this NWTN Photo Club competition may be 
used for marketing and promotional purposes directly 
related to DPA and/or NWTN Photo Club. This use may 
include, but is not limited to, publication in any printed 
materials, advertisements, electronic media, internet, 
social media, television, catalog, DVD, magazine, gallery 
shows, and online at http://
www.discoveryparkofamerica.com/ or at http://
www.nwtnphotoclub.com/. Any image used by the DPA 
or NWTN Photo Club shall carry a credit line of the artist. 
Copyright and all other rights remain that of the artist. 

QUESTIONS?  

Please submit them 
to mailto:info@NWTNPhotographyClub.com. 

 Submitted by Roger Hughes  ◙ 

More Photos from 3CT’s  “Springtime in the Smoky Mountains” 

http://www.nwtnphotoclub.com/
http://www.discoveryparkofamerica.com/
http://www.discoveryparkofamerica.com/
http://www.nwtnphotoclub.com/
http://www.nwtnphotoclub.com/
mailto:info@NWTNPhotographyClub.com
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© Venus Dixson 
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© Milton McLain 
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Some Interesting Recommendations from 3CT Members  
Compiled by Sue Milligan, 3CT Past President  

Lori Lindsey (HCC)                                                                                                                                                                                                     

I doubt that pics are allowed but still a cool thing to 

see. (Exhibit through Oct 9) http://fristcenter.org/

calendar/detail/bellissima-the-italian-automotive-

renaissance-19451975  and while we are speaking of 

car shows … 

Michael Pilkinton (LPS)                                                                                                                                                      

This is a good deal if some of you like shooting cars. 

https://365nashville.com/2016/05/28/32-cars-cars-

cars/ 

Kenny Konig (GCCC)                                                                                                                                                         

Do you have a 3D TV? At times I use a 3D Camera to 

take photos. The outcome really sticks out. The Cam-

era has two lenses… when fired, it’s like having a Cameras 

for each of your eyes. You can use two identical cameras 

with fixed focusing on a Tripod. They can both be triggered 

to fire at the same time with both identical aperture, ISO 

and shutter speed settings. You use a 3D process software 

that loads both images. You simple save as a jpg file and 

then put on a jump drive and load it into the 3D TV. Select 

side by side format and put on your 3D glasses and watch 

the magic. There are two different types of TVs. One is 

with a cheaper polarized glasses and the other with glasses 

that have on board shutters to mimic the 3D effect. You 

can also do video with this Camera and believe me when 

you do this it’s something that is very interesting to watch. 

I have seen a lens that could be mounted on a Canon or 

Nikon Camera to do 3D. 

Sue Milligan (3CT/CCC)                                                                                                                                         

Regarding Kenny’s above post…The Photographic Society 

of America (PSA) has a 3D Division for those of you out 

there who may be into 3D or are interested in learning 

more about it. http://www.psa-photo.org  

Emily Helms (HCC)                                                                                                                        

Found that LR automatically does lens correction for 

my Olympus and most micro 4/3 cameras. https://

helpx.adobe.com/x-productkb/multi/lens-profile-

support.html#Cameraswithbuiltinlensprofilesupport 

Charles Samuels (CCOR)                                                                                                                                                                      

There was a wonderful firefly display in my back yard. 

I used an Olympus OMD E M-1, 7-14 mm f2.8 lens @ 

14mm ISO 800, f4.0, 30 sec. exp. The Oly has a function 

called "live composite" that stacks and merges multiple 

images. The unique feature of live composite is that after 

exposing a basic image, only new light is recorded. My 

finished composite consisted of 125 images! 

Mark Leckington (3CT ILM)                                                                                                                                                            

I've been running into a lot of dirty sensor issues and 

found some great cleaning stuff on Amazon. You will 

want to take before and after pictures of the sky at 

F16...I suggest everyone try this. Not only my Sony 

Mirrorless was having the problem (and I could 

NEVER get the Junk Off) but I ran it also on Angie's 

Canon by turning it on and throwing it into live view 

which lifted the mirror up and opened the sensor up 

for me to clean...but as I was saying focus on a blue 

sky at F16 and then look at your pictures on a com-

puter and see if they look clean!!! I had junk on my 

sensor which has been causing everything from out of 

focus pictures to incorrect lighting. Now, if you cam-

era has a built in Image Stabilization ON THE SEN-

SOR...you will have to Lock that Sensor down by turn-

ing it off so it doesn't move or mess it up!!! But here 

is a link to the cleaning kit I got on Amazon...  

https://www.amazon.com/Photographic-Solutions-

Sensor-Swab-ULTRA 

Richard Betty Malone (HCC)                                                                                                                                                

Folks I am not trying to be a funny with what I am 

about to say. Please don't leave home without pro-

tection for your camera gear. I am talking about a 

common kitchen trash bag. I was at Titan Mini Camp, 

about to leave, when I noticed a big rain drop hit the 

concrete. I was already in the process of storing my 

telephoto lens so I pulled out my trash bag and 

placed my camera bag and telephoto case inside the 

trash bag. Within seconds the rain came down like a 

fire hose. I was drenched but my camera gear was 

dry. A lot of folks at practice were not so fortunate. This 

http://fristcenter.org/calendar/detail/bellissima-the-italian-automotive-renaissance-19451975
http://fristcenter.org/calendar/detail/bellissima-the-italian-automotive-renaissance-19451975
http://fristcenter.org/calendar/detail/bellissima-the-italian-automotive-renaissance-19451975
https://365nashville.com/2016/05/28/32-cars-cars-cars/
https://365nashville.com/2016/05/28/32-cars-cars-cars/
http://www.psa-photo.org
https://helpx.adobe.com/x-productkb/multi/lens-profile-support.html#Cameraswithbuiltinlensprofilesupport
https://helpx.adobe.com/x-productkb/multi/lens-profile-support.html#Cameraswithbuiltinlensprofilesupport
https://helpx.adobe.com/x-productkb/multi/lens-profile-support.html#Cameraswithbuiltinlensprofilesupport
https://www.amazon.com/Photographic-Solutions-Sensor-Swab-ULTRA
https://www.amazon.com/Photographic-Solutions-Sensor-Swab-ULTRA


Page 12 3CT  I N FOCUS  

time of year downpours happen; carry protection! Also:  

You may find The Golden Hour Calculator for Photog-

raphers to be helpful. I did!                                      

http://www.golden-hour.com  

Douglas Hubbard (SANP)                                                                                                                                                       

Here is a link to an interesting graph comparing dy-

namic range of various cameras at rated ISO vs dy-

namic range. Just click on the cameras on the right 

and a graph will appear. It is good for comparing dif-

ferent models. We talk about high ISO noise but dy-

namic range is also really important. Check it out:  

http://www.photonstophotos.net/Charts/PDR.htm 

Jerry King (LCPS)                                                                                                                                                                              

It’s “Dolly’s Lights of Many Colors” time at Dollywood. 

They will be shooting fireworks nightly for the next 6 

weeks so bring your gear and take some amazing 

shots. 

Sue Milligan (3CT/CCC)                                                                                                                                          

Think about attending a Vintage Baseball game for 

some great photo ops…great practice for sports/

motion photography. You will need your longest and 

fastest lens for this. The games take place on the 

lawn. As in the late 1800’s there are no bleachers or 

hot dog vendors. Bring lawn chairs or picnic blankets 

and maybe shade umbrellas. Visit the Tennessee Vin-

tage Base Ball Association web page to learn more 

about their games:                                                                  

http://tennesseevintagebaseball.com/  - See more 

Rocky Mount Museum  

Tom and Pat Cory (PSC) (from their summer newslet-

ter) Cumberland Falls State Park in Kentucky is one of 

the few places in the western hemisphere to have a 

moon bow. This phenomenon can only be seen for a 

few days around the full moon when the light hits the 

mist from the 125 feet wide, 60 feet drop on Cumber-

land Falls. You can find the dates and times the moon 

bows are visible on their website or just Google: Cum-

berland Falls moon bow. It is popular among photog-

raphers and people who just want to observe it so 

you may want to pick a date that is during the week, 

off peak vacation time, and when it gets dark early in 

the evening. (If you would like to receive their news-

letter go to their website:                                               

http://tomandpatcory.com ) 

Bill Fuller (PPC)                                                                                                                                                                

I don’t know who else sees the Bing photos on a daily 

basis. They are good as well as free.                                 

http://www.bing.com/gallery/  

Patsy McLaughlin (MCC)                                                                                                                                                           

I feel like adding my 2 cents worth of info. After look-

ing into new websites our local canoe club (Bluff City 

Canoe Club) changed over to Club Express and we are 

all loving it as it is so perfectly designed for clubs. The 

calendar is clear to understand, and you can sign up 

and register and even pay for an event right there. 

ETC!!!  http://www.clubexpress.com  

Bill Mueller (PSC)                                                                                                                                                            

I’ve mentioned the fact that I don’t usually take pic-

tures of anything that can talk. My granddaughters 

are the exception. I also don’t take pictures of sports. 

Well, guess what?  My 6-year-old granddaughter 

plays soccer, and she asked me to drive up to Ashe-

ville to photograph her game. It’s like talking to your 

wife; all you can say is, “Yes dear.” So I went off to 

shoot soccer in Asheville. I don’t even understand the 

game. Just lots of guys running around; they don’t 

score very often and there are no time-outs. So when 

the players get tired, one of them lies down on the 

field until they bring out a stretcher to take him off. 

That apparently gives him enough time to rest, be-

cause as soon as he’s off the field, he jumps up and 

goes back in the game. Weird. Anyway, I wish I had 

found this article before I went on that shoot. It’s on 

Picture Correct and titled “Capturing the Motion of 

Sports Photography.”  

http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/capturing-the-

motion-of-sports-photography/ 

  

 

http://www.golden-hour.com
http://www.photonstophotos.net/Charts/PDR.htm
http://tennesseevintagebaseball.com/
http://www.rockymountmuseum.com/index.php/special-events/event/vintage-base-ball-game/?eID=303#sthash.dipjzXZT.dpuf
http://parks.ky.gov/parks/resortparks/cumberland-falls/
http://tomandpatcory.com/
http://www.bing.com/gallery/
http://www.clubexpress.com
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/capturing-the-motion-of-sports-photography/
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/capturing-the-motion-of-sports-photography/
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Dauntless Buckner (WTPG)                                                                                                                                                       

Here is a Cheat Sheet on Understanding Metering Modes on your camera.                                                               

http://digital-photography-school.com/cheat-sheet-understand-metering-modes-camera/ 

Candyce Sweet (JPC)                                                                                                                                                                   

Here's a link to a fun infographic!  You may see it on the next page or online. See any cameras you recognize?                                                                                           

http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/pre-digital-photography-infographic-the-evolution-of-the-camera/  ◙ 

http://digital-photography-school.com/cheat-sheet-understand-metering-modes-camera/
http://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/pre-digital-photography-infographic-the-evolution-of-the-camera/
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Reported Activities of 3CT Member Clubs 

Cookeville Camera Club 
Sue Milligan, 3CT Rep for CCC & 3CT Past President 
 

CCC held its annual picnic June 13, at the beautiful 

home of Past President, Gary Moore, for the second 

year in a row. We could not have found a better host 

or a lovelier spot to have the event. It was hot but we 

lucked out and somehow missed the storms that 

were going by all around us. No one left hungry, and 

as usual, the food that everyone brought was fantas-

tic. There were lots of photo ops…Gary’s lovely flower 

gardens, his neat as a pin veggie garden, a great barn, 

as well as set ups for portraits, still life painting and 

ghosting. Fun was had by all. Comaraderie, good food 

and photo ops, definitely a winning combo! Thanks to 

all who helped make it happen!  ◙ 

 

 

 

© Helga Skinner 
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Kingsport Sr. Center Photo Group 

Larry McKenzie, KSCPG Publicity   

Nine members of the Kingsport Senior Center Photo 

Group took a June day-trip to Saluda, NC, for photo 

shooting downtown and at nearby Pearson's Falls. 

Downtown Saluda provided many photo opportuni-

ties of quaint shops and street scenes including 

Thompson's Store and Ward's Grill, the oldest grocery 

store in North Carolina. The afternoon was spent pho-

tographing a magnificent waterfall, Pearson's Falls, 

just outside Saluda. Pearson's Falls is a 90 ft. waterfall 

located within a beautiful 268 acre botanical, bird, 

and wildlife sanctuary. This preserve is owned and 

maintained by the Tryon Garden Club." ◙ 

 

© Larry McKenzie 

© Paulette Thompson 

© Pam Webb 



Continued on Page 18 
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Lawrenceburg Photographic Society 
Lane Rohling 3CT Rep for LPS 

The Lawrenceburg Photographic Society 

held its regular monthly meeting at the Law-

renceburg Public Library on Tuesday June 

21. Richard Sturdevant, an expert in photo-

graphic artistry and creative composites, 

was the guest speaker. He  presented   a 

program on how he creates his stunning 

photographs. In addition, the club hosted a 

swap meet with members bringing in their 

unused photographic equipment.  

The competition subject for June was 

"Delicate." Shelly and Richard Sturdevant judged the 

entries and chose Glenda Gibson's image for First 

Place in Color and Sharon Smith's image for First 

Place in Black & White.  

 

The July LPS meeting will be on Tuesday July 19, be-

ginning at 7:00 PM at the Lawrenceburg Public Li-

brary. The photo competition subject for July is 

"Doorways and/or Walls." ◙ 

 

West Tennessee Shutterbugs 
Debora Bird, 3CT Rep for WTS 

The West Tennessee Shutterbugs went to the Tennessee 

Safari Park for our June field trip. This is a great place to 

visit for all ages - Located in Alamo, Tennessee. Attending 

were:  Robert T. Bird, Jared James, Amanda James, Dave 

Blackwell Deb Blackwell, and Lyndsi James along with 

Amanda's brother and family!  

At the LPS June meeting, Sharon Smith (left) took First 

Place in Black & White and Glenda Gibson's image won 

First Place in Color in the contest themed “Delicate.”  

Richard and Shelly Sturdevant judged the contest entries for LPS. 

Richard was also the guest speaker for the June meeting. 

https://www.facebook.com/robert.t.bird
https://www.facebook.com/JaredLJames1026
https://www.facebook.com/amanda.james.1293
https://www.facebook.com/dave.blackwell.3511
https://www.facebook.com/dave.blackwell.3511
https://www.facebook.com/deb.blackwell.14
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Winners of the WTS 

June photo contest, with 

the “Silhouette” theme 

are shown below.  

There is a Reelfoot Lake 

Photography Workshop 

on July 9, at 5 AM at 

Reelfoot Lake in Hornbeak, 

Tennessee. ◙ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giles County Camera Club 

Doug Wong, GCCC President & 3CT President 

GCCC has a new meeting place at the NHC Pulaski Com-

munity Room, which is perfect for our meetings - comfy 

chairs, and ample seating (up to about 30). The June pro-

gram was by Jeff Roush, and  was one of our best ever!  If 

you want more information on Jeff check out his website 

www.roushphotoonline.com.  

We also had a swap meet with the Lawrenceburg Club 

and on June 11, we had a photo shoot at the Old Opry 

House in Pulaski. The theme for July’s contest is 

“wildlife,” chosen by the June winner, Sam Hobbs who 

won with his “Summertime” photo. Beginning in June, 

the contest entries will be prints. Any size from 8x10 to 

11x14, with no framing required; however, the photos 

should have been taken in the current or previous year. 

The next meeting will be on July 11, (due to the July 4 

being a Monday) at 7 P.M. The guest speaker will be Pat 

Gordy, the PSA (Photographic Society of America) Mem-

bership Director for Tennessee. She will talk about the 

benefits and events hosted by PSA. Pat also serves on the 

Board of the Photographic Society of Chattanooga, is edi-

tor of the 3CT in Focus, and is 3CT’s Treasurer. ◙ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Place: Amanda James 
 

Second Place: Jared James 

Third Place: Robert T. Bird 

 

Old Opry 

House in  

Pulaski, TN, 

where GCCC 

had a June 

photo shoot.  

http://events/453168654890729/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=null
http://events/453168654890729/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=null
http://events/calendar?adjusted_ts=1468047600&open_popup_on_init=1
https://www.facebook.com/Reelfoot-Lake-338304501789/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hornbeak-Tennessee/111661798851163
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hornbeak-Tennessee/111661798851163
http://www.roushphotoonline.com
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LeConte Photographic Society 
Cindy Mitchell, LPS President 
 

Five members of the LeConte Photographic Society 

headed up to Virginia to see the wild horses and their 

new babies on June 18. This is the time of year when 

all of the colts and foals are born. We found a herd of 

16 horses and one new foal on our  second trip up the 

mountain. More horses will be giving birth soon, so 

anytime in July will be a good time to go up there.  

The weather was perfect, low 70s and mid 40s at 

night. We took my pop-up camper that I just got in 

May, so it was an experience for all of us. I had never 

pulled anything but did just fine, did not run off the 

road at all! Backing into the camping spot was a little 

concerning, but with the help of Selena, I backed that 

thing in just fine. It is all a matter of teamwork.  

Members who went with me were Selena Ball, Cindy 

Nowlin, Gretchen Kaplan, and Betty Shelton. We 

stayed in the horse camping ground this time, but last 

year we were in the regular family campground. Both 

of them are very nice, so plan a trip up there one of 

these days. It is a beautiful place. If you get down on 

the ground, as Selena did, the horses like to check 

you out, so be careful. They do bite and kick so watch 

yourself around them.  

The city of Knoxville will be illuminating the Sun 

Sphere in red, white and blue for the July 4th week-

end. A few of us will be heading to downtown on July 

1, in order to capture some cool shots of this. We 

hope to position ourselves so that we can get the 

Henley Bridge as well with the Sun Sphere in the 

background. ◙ 

Taking the trip to Grayson Highlands State Park to photo-

graph horses and scenery were: Selena Ball, Gretchen Kap-

lan, Betty Shelton, Cindy Nowlin, and Cindy Mitchell 
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Nashville Photography Club 

Brent Wright, NPC Adventure 

Focus Group Leader  
 

Big balloons bring big crowds 

and big fun, which is what 

the  Nashville Photography 

Club Adventure Group had at 

the 39th Alabama Jubilee Hot-

Air Balloon Classic Memorial 

Day weekend. The crowds 

were huge, the traffic insane, 

the balloons   magnificent, the 

Decatur roads a maze, the 

food abundant, the photo-

graphic opportunities limitless, 

and the good times spent with 

fellow Nashville Photography 

Club members priceless. It was 

one of those adventures that 

just made you happy to be there. ◙ 
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3CT Club Happenings  
Compiled by Sue Milligan, 3CT Past President  

Camera Club of Oakridge: 

The newly-elected CCOR officers were confirmed at the 

June meeting. Note the addition of the new CCOR Am-

bassador and Community Liaison positions: They are:  

President: Yvonne Dalschen  

Program VP: Dawn Isbell  

Competition VP: Jim Parks  

Secretary/Treasurer: Michael Miller  

CCOR Ambassador: Jill Vandagriff and Douglas Hubbard  

Community Liaison: Robert Welton  

Webmaster: Dennis Clark  

Web design: design@oakridgecameraclub.org  

Web administration: admins@oakridgecameraclub.org  
 

It was also announced that the 68th CCOR Salon Leaders 

(2016) will be Pat Postma and Mike Slay. 

At its meeting on June 14, CCOR auctioned off a very nice 

collection of legacy Nikon gear. Club president, Rob Wel-

ton, served as auctioneer. Michael Miller completed an in 

depth inventory of the gear. This provided the less ex-

perienced with guidance regarding which lenses were 

compatible with which camera bodies and regarding the 

true market value of each item. The club is grateful to 

Chris Travaglini who donated the equipment. It had be-

longed to her late husband Art who had collected it and 

kept it in immaculate condition over a lifetime as an avid 

photographer. What a win-win situation: the club treas-

ury benefits and the gear goes at bargain prices to good 

homes with photographers who can appreciate it. 

The June CCOR meeting featured an intra-club competi-

tion with the theme of cell phone photos for photos of 

any subject taken with a cell phone. Congratulations to all 

the entrants on their great entries. The contest was illu-

minating on how 

far the image 

quality of cell 

phones have pro-

gressed. The 

judge, Colby 

McLemore of 

Colby's Photogra-

phy, made a point 

that all the images 

were winners and 

he selected  these 

winners. 

First Place: Carolyn Slay, “Thunbergia” 

Second Place: Carolyn Slay,    

“Footprints”  
Third Place: Jill Vandagriff,               

“Reflections of Waffle House”  

Honorable Mention: Jim Dodson, 

“Tiny Worlds” 

mailto:design@oakridgecameraclub.org
mailto:admins@oakridgecameraclub.org


Y 

Here are some photos by Michael Miller: one from the 

car show and another from the WWII reenactment at the 

2016 Secret City Festival. The close-up action shots were 

possible due to being embedded in the middle of the bat-

tlefield due to the kind efforts of Rob Welton and the 

permission and safety briefings from the military organiz-

ers of the reenactment. It was very noisy in front of the 

German Flak 88, tanks, the machine guns, and rifles going 

off all around us even with hearing protection! 

Cookeville Camera Club: 

CCC members have volunteered to work with the 

Cookeville History Museum on a “Then and Now” 

photo project. Choosing from a large selection of old 

images, members will capture the location as it ap-

pears today. Both old and new photos will be dis-

played at the museum from August 13 thru Septem-

ber 24. The new images will be scanned for their re-

cords and returned to the owners. 

Crossville Camera Club:  

Once again, Matt Daugherty headed up the show 

with some exercises out in the parking lot to help at-

tendees get their cameras into manual mode. His 

technique has been dubbed the Four Way Stop 

method of learning to take control of your camera!  

Dyersburg Photographic Society: 

Special thanks to Gwen Baker, Becky Glass McCaslin, 

and Heather Bensch for their help at Relay for Life. 

The three of them ran the DPS booth all day and 

earned $165.00 ... ALL of our earning were donated 

to the RFL. A big thank you to Jim Walmsley for help-

ing provide most of the gear/easels/background ... 

without of all your help, DPS couldn't do things like 

this for the community. 

Great Smoky Mountain Institute at Tremont: 

Smoky Mountains Family Camp, July 11-16, 2016  

Spend your family vacation in the middle of Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park. Surround your fam-

ily with the magic of the mountains as you hike 

ridges, study wildlife, explore secret places, and take 

afternoon dips in the Middle Prong. This week-long 

adventure is designed for families that are ready to 

leave their cares behind in exchange for a week of 

unending family fun. Each day brings new activities in 

which to choose; hike in the high country, explore 

Cades Cove, search for salamanders, and enjoy fan-

tastic evening entertainment. 

 

Cost: $1,704 for a family of four ($375/each addi-

tional person). 

NOTE: While occasionally we accept children as 

young as 4, all activities are geared for ages 6 and up.  
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For more information and to register go to                

http://www.gsmit.org/familycamp.html  

Tremont eNews 

Email us to sign up for our  

bi-weekly enewsletter including Tremont and park 

information and articles  

by our naturalists. 

Walker Valley Reflections 

Hear more about what's going on in Walker Valley 

before you come or after you leave. Our newsletter is 

full of articles from Tremont staff. Check the latest 

edition here.   
 

Hendersonville Camera Club:  

June Bi Monthly Photo Contest Winners  

Level 1 beginner  

Theme - Shauna Melissa Kelly  

Open - Bob Bolling  

Level 2 intermediate to advanced  

Theme - Rob Phillips, Paula Ponath, Steve Choatie  

Open - Steve Choatie 

The  June meeting/picnic was held at Sanders Ferry Park. 

What a great meeting for the Club! Thanks to Aaron 

Lindsey and Jon Mir for bringing their drones and giving 

us all a chance to photograph them in action. You would 

think it was something out of a sci-fi movie!  

  

June 11 - Once again, Lori Lindsey planned an amazing out-

ing for the members over to Cedar Glade Natural Area. 

The purpose was to shoot wildflowers, especially the cone-

flower, but lots of other opportunities awaited us as well. 

Although everyone could not participate, several went be-

fore it got too hot. Two photos by Marie McDonald 

The meeting on July 14 will be a Pot Luck Dinner. The 

club management would like you to indicate what 

you will be bringing. TIME: 6 to 7:30 PM,  WHERE: 

Country Hills Golf Course Banquet Room,  Address: 

1501 Saundersville Rd, Hendersonville, TN 37075 

 

Jackson Photo Club:  

The Jackson Photo Club met on June 14, at 6:30 at the 

Jackson State Community College Classroom Bldg., 

Lower Level. Kay Fields Shackelford presented the 

program.  

 

 

http://www.gsmit.org/familycamp.html
mailto:mail@gsmit.org
http://www.gsmit.org/newsletters.html
http://www.gsmit.org/newsletters.html


LeConte Photographic Society:  

July 16 – Photo Program – “Hiking the Appalachian 
Trail” with Kayla Epperhart 

LPS will host a program on Saturday, July 16, at 10 AM    

at the King Library in Sevierville. Our speaker, Kayla 

Epperhart will tell us about her hike of the Appalachian 

Trail that she was able to do in 2015. She hiked from 

Georgia to Maine on the Appalachian Trail," and 

said  "It was a journey over 2,000 miles of beauty and 

pain, ups and downs, freezing cold and blisteringly hot, 

hunger and satisfaction, and pretty much every aspect 

of the yens and yangs of life." 

The Appalachian Trail is the longest hiking-only footpath 

in the world, totaling 2,189.2 miles across 14 states. It 

was designed as "a footpath for those seeking commun-

ion with the wilderness."  Of those who register to hike 

the entire trail in a calendar year — folks known as "thru-

hikers" — about 30 percent follow it to completion. 

Epperhart is proud to say she's one of them. She began 

her hike on March 27, 2015 at Springer Mountain, GA, 

and ended at Mount Katahdin, ME, on Oct. 2, 2015. She 

will show photos of her journey and tell us about all of 

the things she endured during her trip. 
 

Paris Photography Club:  

On June 16, PPC had a Photo Safari of the sites of Paris. 

Paris was the club’s photo challenge for the month of 

June. The general meeting was held on June 23, and 

winners of the photo contest were announced 
 

Plateau Photography Club  

For the July meeting, the topic will be Cumberland 

County "High"...not Rocky Mountain "High." That 

topic can be interpreted at least three ways; put your 

photographic imagination to work and bring in "shots 

to share." We will meet at July 1, at 1 pm in the Fair-

field Glade Library. 

 

 

Sequatchie Valley Camera Club  

The meeting on June 14, was well attended and the 

girls from Dayton are appreciated for traveling so far. 

Welcome to Abby Shaw; it was so nice to meet a new 

photo enthusiast!  

Members judged the photo challenge submissions 

and the winner was Sally Edwards for her photo Sky.   

In preparation for a field trip to a flower farm in Ath-

ens, attendees talked about taking photos of flowers 

and had several sets of displays of flowers. 

The new photo challenges selected for June are: 

KITCHEN UTENSIL(S), WIND, and "NO EYES AL-

LOWED" (portrait of people or animals but you can-

not show their eyes). This will be a real challenge to 

get the last one, but that's why it's called a challenge! 

Put your thinking caps on. ◙ 
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15 Tips for Successful Fireworks Photography 
 

By Darlene Hildebrandt (Condensed)  
http://digital-photography-school.com/15-tips-for-successful-fireworks-photography/ 
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#1 Use the right equipment: use a sturdy tripod and re-

mote to fire the camera  and bring an extra battery as 

long exposures tend to use them up quickly. I say STURDY 

tripod because it needs to hold your camera steady for 

several seconds without sinking, tipping, or wobbling 

#2 Set your ISO low like 100 or 200, for a couple reasons. 

First the higher the ISO you use the more noise you’ll in-

troduce into your images, so keep it low to prevent that. 

Noise also lives in blue areas of images and nighttime has 

a lot of blue so that compounds the issue. Long expo-

sures also tend to increase noise so if you add it all up you 

get a lot of noise so keep the ISO low to eliminate that 

variable. 

#3 Turn OFF long exposure noise reduction. This setting, 

while it does a really good job of noise reduction, adds an 

extra complication you don’t need when doing photogra-

phy of fireworks. The way it works is that if you take say a 

10 second exposure, it takes a second one of equal 

length but just black (the shutter doesn’t open). Then it 

merges the two together and blends the blank one into 

the shadow areas of the first one which is where noise 

typically shows the most. The problem is that fireworks 

happen so fast you don’t want to have to wait 10 seconds 

to be able to see your image, make any adjustments and 

shoot again. I did this once my accident and it was very 

frustrating and I missed most of the show and did not get 

the results I wanted because I couldn’t review and cor-

rect. 

#4 Do NOT use live view if your camera has it. This will 

eat up your battery really fast. Live view is really for 

shooting video and using the display screen so much uses 

a lot of power, as does making long exposures. Save your 

battery for actually shooting and set up your shot using 

the eyecup viewfinder. 

 

#5 set your camera on Manual mode for exposure and 

set your aperture to f5.6 or f8. Those apertures are 

pretty optimal for fireworks as the light streaks are con-

trolled by the size of the aperture. Closing down more 

will make the light trails thinner, opening up more will 

make them wider and possible too over exposed. Do 

some tests but all the times I’ve done fireworks I keep 

coming back to f8 as my preference. 

#6 Set your shutter speed to between two and ten sec-

onds. Do a test shot before the show starts and see if the 

sky is too dark or too bright and adjust the exposure time 

accordingly. As long as you’re under 30 seconds you can 

let the camera time the shots for you. Or you can switch 

to Bulb and just open and close manually when you feel 

you’ve captured enough bursts in one image. 

#7 Focus your lens ahead of time, and then turn off AF 

otherwise the camera will keep trying to refocus every 

shot and you may end up with missed images or blurry 

fireworks if the camera misses. Assuming you’re a fair 

distance away from the fireworks you shouldn’t have to 

refocus at all unless you change your angle of view or 

want to focus somewhere else, like the people in front of 

you. 

#8 Use a neutral density filter to get a longer exposure if 

need be.  If it’s not 100% dark out yet it (the sky still has 

some light) this will allow you to get a longer exposure 

and make sure the fireworks bursts have a nice arch. If 

your exposure is too short you’ll end up with short stubby 

looking bursts, not the nice umbrella shaped ones. If 

yours are too short, just make the exposure time longer. 

If you are getting too many bursts in one shot and it’s 

coming out over exposed, shorten the exposure time. 

Using the ND filter if it IS dark will also allow you to shoot 

longer exposures and capture more bursts per image. 

Play with that and try it with and without the filter if you 

have one. A polarizing filter will work to a lesser degree 

also. 

#9 Shoot most of your shots at the start of the show to 
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avoid the smoke/haze that appears a bit later. Eventually the sky will 

be filled with smoke and it’s not as pretty looking. That’s when I’ll try 

some close ups or abstracts (keep reading for more on that later) 

#10 Scout your location ahead of time and get there early to get a 

good spot, think about background (what’s behind the show) and if 

you want the people around and in front of you as part of the shot. In 

general the good viewing areas fill up sometimes 1-2 hours prior to 

the fireworks show. If you want a good spot with enough room for 

you and your tripod, go early and take a good book or something to 

entertain you while you wait. 

#11 Make sure you leave enough room in your frame to anticipate 

the height of the opened bursts. Adjust as necessary if you miss on 

the first shot – it’s a lot of trial and error and correcting. It’s often hard 

to tell where the highest fireworks will end up in the sky, you may 

want to try both horizontal and vertical compositions. 

#12 It takes a bit of practice to time your shots when you hear the 

fireworks being released, so ideally you capture a few bursts. Do some testing to see how many bursts is just right 

for your taste. Try some with more, and some with less. Having too many may overexpose the overall image, so 

keep that in mind. 

#13 Shoot into the eastern sky not facing west, if you want a darker sky. Here in Edmonton we are quite far north 

and even by 10:30pm in the summer the sky is not fully dark yet. I’ve found that when I shoot into the sunset my sky 

gets too blown out and the lights of the fireworks don’t show up as well as they do against a darker sky. So try and 

find a vantage point that has you facing east when possible if that’s an issue for you as well. 

#14 Try some telephoto shots as well as the usual wide, try some close ups zoomed in tighter for something a bit 

more abstract. For this you will need to aim basically into thin air and try to anticipate where the bursts will open 

#15 if you have a zoom lens try zooming during the exposure and see what you get!  If you’re going to try this make 

sure you have focused at the most zoomed in point of the lens. Try different technique including counting 1/2 the 

exposure before you zoom, or zooming right away and the last 1/2 is zoomed out. Try zooming fast, then slow. Try 

more bursts, or less. Get some city lights in the shot too. 

Summary 

The biggest tip I can give you overall is experiment with your settings to get the look you want. Use my settings 

above as a starting point, adapt to your situation and your camera equipment until you’re happy with the results. ◙ 
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