
W hen one thinks of late February in the Tennessee Valley, pictures of daffodils 

springing up, warm afternoons, and spring birds visiting the yard appear...whoa 

NOT this year!  Several 

days of "mixed precipita-

tion" (read ice, sleet and 

freezing rain) and for those 

lucky ones - SNOW -gave 

many a happy student a full 

week of "snow days." 

Now don't get me wrong, I 

adore the thought of a 

White Christmas; I even 

like a little snow in January. 

You guessed it, I was born 

a "Yankee." Growing up in the "Hoosier" state, we learned to make the best of the white 

fluffy stuff and occasional ice storm. But in late February, in Tennessee?  

Consequently, since many 

Tennesseans are still without 

electricity, and likely some 

still will be without power for 

a few more days, including 

our 3CT President, Sue 

Milligan. We have extended 

the 3CT Spring Photo Con-

test through March 14. So, 

those of you with electricity, 

go online and ENTER!  I 

know many of you have some great recent photos highlighting our unusual weather 

events. Snow and ice scenes make for 

great monochrome photos. 

Share your photos and represent your 

clubs out there showing the other ar-

eas of the State what there is to see in 

your area. How many members can 

YOUR club get entered? We all share 

the same interest, photography. Yet 

we all have a unique perspective of 

what makes a great photo; show yours 

to the rest of us.   ◙ 
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Secretary’s Message                                     
by Pat Gordy, 3CT Secretary & Editor 

The Camera Club Council of Tennessee is proud to be   

an active member of the Photographic Society of      

America (PSA). Click here to learn more about PSA   

and the advantages of being an individual member or   

a club member of PSA. 

Since 3CT President Sue Milligan is not able to operate 

her computer due to the severe ice storm knocking out 

electricity in her area, I will sub for her this month.  

First, I want to encourage each of you presidents and 

club reps to let your members know about the 3CT 

Photo Contest. The deadline has been extended (because 

of weather) to March 14. The contest is a fundraiser for 3CT so that 3CT 

will be able to bring more benefits to photographers in Tennessee. The 

cost of entering up to 8 images in the contest is $15, and there will be cash 

prizes. The Board discussed projects (workshops, 3CT flyers, etc.) that  

3CT could have, but funding is needed - dues are just not enough for the 

extras. Submit images at www.3CT.org.  

Next, the 3CT Spring Fling, sponsored by the Nashville Photography 

Club in Nashville is open for registration. This event is on April 10-12. 

See all the details online at www.3CT.org and in this newsletter again.  

As Editor of the 3CT in Focus, I invite all members of 3CT member clubs 

to send in travel articles, how-to articles for photography, reviews of pho-

tography books or software, interesting fieldtrips (include photos), photos 

taken at club events, and announcements of any awarded accomplish-

ments they have achieved in photography.  Just send the articles to me at 

patgordy@bellsouth.net or at editor@3CT.org. A variety of material helps 

keep the newsletter interesting and informative. 

As the Photographic Society of America’s Tennessee State Membership 

Director, I invite you to try a membership in PSA for one year. If you are 

like me, you will want to keep the membership after the first year too.  

My husband and I have been members of PSA since 2004, and we have 

enjoyed the monthly magazines (PSA Journal), and the annual confer-

ences in various parts of the country—this year in West Yellowstone. I am 

a participant in a PSA Study Group, and have benefited from software 

discounts, and so much more!  In addition to individual members, PSA 

has club members, and the Camera Club Council of Tennessee is a mem-

ber of PSA. Several other clubs in Tennessee are club members of PSA 

and some compete in photography against other PSA clubs, as well as in 

website and newsletter contests. PSA membership is $45 for a club. I 

would be happy to come talk to your club about additional benefits of PSA 

memberships at no charge. Just contact me at patgordy@bellsouth.net.  

As a member of the Photographic Society of Chattanooga, I invite you to 

register for the seminar by Bob Coates on March 7, in Chattanooga. To 

find more details and to register, go to www.chattanoogaphoto.org.  ◙ 

http://3ct.org/ 
 

president@3ct.org  

www.Facebook.com/CameraClub

CouncilOfTennessee 

http://www.3ct.org/ 
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In February, I visited one of the newest clubs of the Camera Club Council of Tennessee - the Sequatchie Valley Camera 

Club, which is led by Ruth Murphy. They are a delightful group of photographers, and I enjoyed seeing some of their 

photography. In the picture above are left to right: Sure. Left to right: Marvin Phillips, Melissa Phillips, Reina Feezell, 

Sally Edwards, Ruth Murphy, Gayle Hall (on floor), Bev Key, Frank Decher, Peggy Evans and Darrell Evans.  ◙ 
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Visit to the Sequatchie Valley Camera Club 
By Pat Gordy, 3CT Editor and Secretary; PSA TN Membership Director 

Camera Club Council of Tennessee Photo Contest 

Four categories: HOLIDAYS,  OPEN MONOCHROME,                                        

ALTERED REALITY,  CITYSCAPES &/OR STREET SCENES 

Eight images total (max 2 per category) 

Entry fee $15.00 

Cash Prizes!!    

See details and enter at: http://www.3ct.org/contests/spring-2015-contest/ 

Closing Date:  March 14, 2015 - Midnight  

http://www.3ct.org/contests/spring-2015-contest/
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T he Hendersonville Camera Club held its monthly meeting 

February 12, with speaker/member, Michael Gustafson 

presenting his “Painting with Light” program. Members 

brought cameras, tripods, flashlights and personal objects to 

photograph. 

Michael “Mike” Gustafson is a 

commercial photographer based in 

Hendersonville, TN. He bought his 

first Nikon camera years ago while 

serving in the U.S. Navy, and im-

mediately fell in love with the art. 

He has been a professional photog-

rapher for more than 20 years and 

loves what he does, and he love 

working with others to capture their vision. He has specialized 

in product shots for the majority of his career, both hard line and soft line goods., but has never turned down the opportu-

nity to capture great moments—whether in nature or in the backyard capturing the perfect family photo. Contact Mike 

through his website: http://www.mg-photo.net. 

The Camera Club is open to any and all who are inter-

ested in photography and meets every 2nd Thursday at  

6 p.m. at the Hendersonville Public Library. For more 

information on the club and its members, check out 

their website at Hendersonvillecameraclub.org.  ◙ 

Members preparing to shoot their object are Janice and Bob 

Bolling, and Robert Phillips. 

© Jim Jennings  © Richard Malone  

© Marie McDonald  

© Michael Gustafson  

“Painting with Light” Presented at Hendersonville Camera Club 
By Marie McDonald, HCC Publicity Chairman  

http://www.mg-photo.net


“What is Metadata?  Why Should I Care?” Coming to LeConte PS 
By Cindy Mitchell, LPS President 

P am Caskie will present “What is Metadata?  Why Should I Care?” to the LeConte Photographic Society on Satur-

day, March 28, at the King Library in Sevierville at 10:00 AM. If you are using a digital camera, your photos are 

carrying metadata. What is metadata, why is it there, and why should you care?  Find out how metadata can help you be a bet-

ter photographer and a better selector of the “shot to keep.” There are all sorts of other values to the metadata as well.  

Whether you use LightRoom, Photoshop or some other picture organizer, key wording (or tags) can be a helpful and im-

portant process in organizing and ultimately finding your pictures. There is both an art and science to how to set up the 

right key wording scenario for yourself.   

Pam Caskie has combined her knowledge and understanding of computers, databases, and hierarchical coding with her 

love of photography to make these otherwise dull topics come alive for the photographer. She will explain these con-

cepts behind these practices and show you how to put them to practical use to make your hobby more fruitful.  

This program is free and open to the public. This is not a library-sponsored event. For information on this club, see the 

LPS website www.lecontephotographic.com. ◙ 

Fine Art Photo-Synthesis Workshop                                                           
By Bob Coates 

Sponsored by the Photographic Society                                                           
of Chattanooga & Panasonic 

MARCH 7, 2015. 9 AM TO 4 PM  

Bob, a Panasonic Lumix Luminary, has been a full 

time Commercial and Fine Art Photographer for the 

last 19 years, headquartered in beautiful Sedona, 

Arizona. Bob is a Certified Master Craftsman Pho-

tographer by Professional Photographers of America.  

Bob’s program, entitled “Fine Art Photo Synthesis” centers around his work 

flow of fusing many images together utilizing a single subject blended to-

gether with a variety of textures. Cost is $20 for the all-day event. 

 

STUDENTS MAY REGISTER FOR FREE BY SENDING AN EMAIL TO BILL 

MUELLER AT SHOOTER@GATE.NET  

Others register at PSC’s website: www.chattanoogaphoto.org via PayPal. 

 

Location: St. John United Methodist Church, 3921 Murray Hills Drive,                                               

Chattanooga, TN  37416 - in the Sanctuary. 
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Camera Club Council of Tennessee 

Created to Foster a Spirit of Fellowship,  

Sharing, and Competitiveness Among Member Clubs 

Upcoming events for the next couple of months are: 

 Travelogues at the March 9 meeting: “Peru and Ecuador” 

by Earl Hockin; “Spain and Portugal” by Frank Renault; 

“The Wyoming National Elk Refuge” by BJ Baker; 

“Memory Lane” by Fred Martin; “Idaho Panhandle and 

South Central Florida” by Claude Kelly. 

 Our first field trip of 2015 will be a day trip on April 6 to 

take wildflower photos at Laurel Run Park, Hawkins 

County, TN. 

 On April 13, a day trip is planned to take photos of old 

cars and nostalgic buildings at a privately run location 

called “Memory Lane” in Northeast TN. 

 April 27 brings a field trip to Flat Rock, NC, to visit and 

photograph Carl Sandburg’s Home, St. John’s Church, 

and other sites around Flat Rock. 

Included is a link to the Kingsport Senior Center Photo 

Group’s website which is coordinated by Lori Cutshall a 

member of our group. Check it out for a full schedule of our 

group’s activities and to view many photos our group’s mem-

bers have taken … http://www.scphotogroup.com/  ◙ 
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A lthough our field trips have not kicked in yet for 2015, 

the Kingsport Senior Center Photo Group (SCPG) has 

been busy with indoor activities during January and February. 

Here is a summary: 

 For three weeks across  January, SPCG members had the 

opportunity to exhibit examples of their photographs in 

the Kingsport Senior Center Art Gallery. Twenty group 

members participated by exhibiting almost 130 photo-

graphs. The exhibit also provided an opportunity for an 

SCPG meeting to be held in the gallery to view and dis-

cuss the photos exhibited. 

 Also in January, Claude Kelly conducted two “Intro to 

Photography” classes for the Kingsport Senior Center. 

Each class met four times for a total of 8-10 hours. These 

annual classes have proven not only a way to introduce 

photography to amateur photographers but to also pro-

mote new member involvement in the SCPG.  

 Another January meeting was devoted to member trave-

logues: “Wildlife of Peru and Ecuador” by Carol Hockin; 

“Colorado” by Judy and Larry McKenzie; “Glacier Na-

tional Park” by Belinda Bridwell. 

 Fred Martin led a February workshop for SCPG mem-

bers on photo framing and matting.  

 Our final February meeting was the annual slideshow 

session where SCPG members prepared and presented 

short slideshows of their “Favorite Photos of 2014.” 

 

Recent and Future Events for the Kingsport Senior Center Photo Group  
By Larry McKenzie, SCPG Member 

 
Register Now for 

3CT Spring Fling in Nashville  
April 10-12, 2015 

http://www.3ct.org/ 
 

http://www.scphotogroup.com/
http://www.3ct.org/events/2015-3ct-spring-fling-in-downtown-nashville/


T he Nashville Photography Club is excited to share the variety of different photographic aspects Nashville has to offer 

with the Camera Club Council of Tennessee. Nashville is a fast growing tourist and convention city that offers many 

sights, sounds, and experiences to those who visit.  During the weekend event we will have opportunities to photograph historic 

sites in downtown Nashville, the world class Nashville Zoo, beautiful views of the city at night, the excitement of night street 

photography, and a one of a kind car museum.  The event will also include presentations by professional photographers.  Come 

join us for a weekend of fun, fellowship, new experiences, and plenty of opportunities for photography.  

Because we will be using Cumberland University, Mt. Juliet Campus in the Mt Juliet Center as a base for the Meet and 

Greet and the programs, and because of two major events taking place in downtown Nashville the same weekend, we 

suggest that you find lodging as soon as possible, somewhere in this area. There are all sorts of eating places in the   

Center and safe/free parking for those who choose to car pool into the city for the various photo ops.  

Brief Summary of Events-April 10 - 12 

Friday night will begin the event with registration and a meet/greet.  Our key note speaker Friday night is Byron Jorjorian a 

nationally acclaimed Nature Photographer.  We will also go over the weekend events Friday night. 

Saturday Morning we will have two options for photographic opportunities. One option will be a walking tour in down-

town Nashville to photograph the architecture and historical sights of the city. Also, you may visit the Cherry Blossom Festival 

that is occurring downtown Saturday, April 11.  This option through downtown Nashville does require walking up/down hills! 

Option two for Saturday morning is the Nashville Zoo. The Zoo has a variety of 

animals to photograph including favorites such as Flamingos, Kangaroos, Ele-

phants, Giraffes, Big Cats, Reptiles, and more. We will have an opportunity to ex-

perience up-close and personal encounters with several of the zoo animals, exclu-

sively for our event attendees! This option would be less strenuous walking than 

the downtown tour. 

After the morning events we will have a break for lunch. Later Saturday afternoon 

we will have a presentation on street photography by our key note speaker Robert 

McCurley. Mr. McCurley is a Fine Art Photographer in Franklin, TN. 

Saturday evening we will venture back to downtown Nashville to get night shots 

of Nashville and enjoy the excitement of Nashville at night.  Nashville comes alive 

at night and this will be a great time to practice some of the tips Mr. McCurley gives 

during his street photography presentation. There is a special feeling to Nashville at 

night, the crowds, the neon, the honky tonks, and the beautiful views of the city lights. Saturday night we strongly encourage 

car pooling and due to the large crowds parking costs will average $20.00 per spot. 

Sunday morning we will visit the Lane Motor Museum. The museum in-

cludes the largest collection of Czechoslovakian cars outside of Europe 

(including 23 Tatras), European automobiles of unusual or innovative de-

sign, propeller-driven vehicles, microcars, three-wheeled cars, amphibious 

vehicles, alternative fuel vehicles, military vehicles, competition cars, and 

one-of-a-kind vehicles and prototypes. This museum highlights the outland-

ish and unusual sides of the automobile's development with cars rarely seen 

in the United States.   

See you in Nashville April 10-12, 2015!  ◙ 

3CT Spring Fling by the Nashville Photography Club, April 10-12, 2015  
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3CT MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE!!! 

Thanks to the clubs that have paid theirs already.  

 

Brentwood Photography Group:                                        
http://www.brentwoodphotographygroup.org/                                 

https://www.facebook.com/BrentwoodPhotographyGroup 

No regular March meeting due to conflict. 

The Brentwood Photography Group meets on the first 

Tuesday of every month at 6:00 PM, at the Otter Creek 

Church of Christ, 409 Franklin Road, Brentwood, TN 

37027 

 

Camera Club of Oak Ridge:                                                      
http://www.oakridgecameraclub.org                                           

http://www.facebook.com/groups/cameraclubOR/ 

The Camera Club of Oak Ridge meets on the second Tues-

day of the month at 7:30 PM, at the Oak Ridge campus of 

the Roane State Community College, City Room, 701 

Briarcliff Rd.   

 

Cookeville Camera Club:                                                 
http://www.cookevillecameraclub.com                                           

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cookeville-Camera-Club 

The Cookeville Camera Club meets on the 2nd and 4th 

Mondays at the First Presbyterian Church (2nd Floor), 20 

N. Dixie, Cookeville, TN 38501. 

 

Crossville Camera Club:                                     
http://www.facebook.com/groups/246977455381146/ or 

email Sue Foster at c3crossvillecameraclub@gmail.com  

 

The Crossville Camera Club meets monthly on the 3rd 

Tuesday at the Cumberland Business Incubator, 2569 

Cook Rd, Crossville, TN 38571 

 

Digital Lunch Bunch:                                                     
Email Larry Perry at: larryperry11@comcast.net                        

This group meets at 12 noon at the Hitachi Grill, 9645 

Kingston Pike, Knoxville, on 2nd Wednesdays for lunch, 

net-working and some great conversation. No dues. 

3CT Member Clubs Meeting Schedules 

Dyersburg Photographic Society:                                       
http://facebook.com/groups/

DyersburgPhotographicSociety 

Next meeting of this group is on March 5, at 6 PM at the 

Dyersburg State Community College. 

 

Giles County Camera Club:                                                  
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Giles-County-Camera-

Club/166869216694818                                                                          

http://pix.eosphotoman.com/gccc or Email Doug Wong at: 

eosphotoman@yahoo.com 

Giles County Camera Club meets on the 1st Monday of 

each month. 

 

Great Smoky Mountain Institute at Tremont:                 
http://www.gsmit.org                                                                                 

https://www.facebook.com/GSMITremont 

Tremont is a non-profit residential environmental educa-

tion center that provides in-depth experiences through 

education programs that celebrate ecological and cultural 

diversity, foster stewardship, and nurture appreciation of 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park. See the schedule 

on the above website. 
 

Hendersonville Camera Club:                                                  
http://www.hendersonvillecameraclub.org/                         

http://www.facebook.com/groups/144835535679/  Email 

Emily Helms at: emilyhelpsphotography@gmail.com 

Hendersonville Camera Club meets monthly on the 2nd 

Thursday at the Hendersonville Public Library. 

 

Jackson Photo Club:                                                         
https://www.facebook.com/groups/155119344018/ 

Jackson Photo Club meets on 2nd Tuesdays in the Lodge 

at Gander Mountain at 6:30 PM. 

 

Kingsport Senior Center Photo Group:                           
http://www.scphotogroup.com 

Meetings are held each month, usually on the second and 

fourth Mondays. Workshops, slide shows, photographic 

critiques, business meetings and demonstrations are held 

at the Senior Center or the Eastman Employee Center 

from 9:30 AM. - noon, during the winter months. 
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LeConte Photographic Society:                                               
http://www.lecontephotographic.com 

LeConte Photographic Society meets monthly on the first 

Tuesday  at 6:30 PM at the King Family Library,  408 High 

Street, Sevierville, TN. 37862. 

 

Memphis Camera Club:                                                            
http://www.memphiscameraclub.org                                                    

http://twitter.com/MemCameraClub                                         

http://www.facebook.com/MemphisCameraClub                                          

Memphis Camera Club meets every Thursday, 7– 9 PM at 

Longinotti Auditorium at St Francis Hospital, 5959 Park 

Avenue, Memphis, TN  38119  

 

Nashville Photography Club:     

http://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com                                  

http://www.facebook.com/NashvillePhotographyClub   

Nashville Photography Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month at 6:45 PM at Dury's, 701 Ewing Avenue Nash-
ville, TN 37203. 

                                            

Northwest Tennessee Photography Club:                     

http://nwtnphotoclub.com/  http://www.facebook.com/

NorthwestTennesseePhotographyClub  

Northwest Tennessee Photography Club meets the first 

Tuesday of every month either at the Obion County Li-

brary in Union City or the Paul Meek Library on the cam-

pus of the University of Tennessee at Martin. Check our 

Facebook page for updates for meetings. 

 

Paris Photography Club:                                                            
http://www.parisphotographyclub.org                                         

http://www.facebook.com/groups/408318365955275/                                     

or email Jeff Roush at: jroush@roushstudios.com 

Paris Photography Club meets on the second Thursday of 

each calendar month beginning at 6:00 PM. 

 

Photographic Society of Chattanooga:                             
http://www.chattanoogaphoto.org                                    

https://www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto?_rdr 

The Photographic Society of Chattanooga meets monthly 

on the third Thursday from 6-9:00 PM at St. John United 

Methodist Church, 3921 Murray Hills Drive, Chattanooga, 

TN 37416.  

 

Plateau Photography Club                                                       

http://www.ppcuginc.com/PhotoClub/PlateauPC/

ffgpcmeetings.html 

PPCUG, which is part of the Fairfield Glade Community 

User Group, meets on the third Thursday of each month at 

the Fairfield Glade Library building at 452 Lakeview Drive. 

Topics and presentations vary each month.  Workshops are 

held the second Thursday of each month at the same location. 

 

Sequatchie Valley Camera Club                                          
https://www.facebook.com/groups/camerabug/ 

SVCC meets the second Tuesday of the month, 6 PM, at Ew-

tonville Baptist Church in Dunlap, TN. The meetings are led 

by Ruth Murphy. 

 

Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers:                   
http://www.sanp.net  

Southern Appalachian Nature Photograhers has nine meet-

ings a year. These are held the LAST Tuesday of the 

month. They do not meet in December or in June and July. 

Meetings are held at the Goins Auditorium of Pellissippi 

State Technical Community College.  

 

West Tennessee Photographers Guild:                                    
http://www.westtennesseephotographersguild.org                      

https://www.facebook.com/WestTennesseePhotographersGuild 

The West Tennessee Photographers Guild meets on the sec-

ond Thursday of each month at the Discovery Parks of Amer-

ica in Union City, TN 

 

West Tennessee Shutterbugs:                                   
http://www.facebook.com/groups/wtnshutterbugs/  

The West Tennessee Shutterbugs meet on the 4th Thurs-

day of January - October and the 3rd Thursday November 

and December, 6 PM at the Fraternal Order of Police 

Lodge, 226 Cotton Grove Rd., Jackson, TN.   ◙ 
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Remember,  

Pay Dues! 
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Education Corner:  Sharpening in Post Processing Simplified  
By Jeff Roush, 3CT Education Director 

W e have all used sharpening during post-processing before. It’s something as common as retouching red-eye or 

removing skin blemishes. Unfortunately, it’s commonly misunderstood. First, let’s get to know sharpening by 

answering a few basic questions.  

What’s sharpening for? Sharpening is a processing technique used to bring out detail and give your image presence. 

It’s primarily used to negate blurring effects that occur inside of the camera–usually caused by interpolation and the anti-

aliasing filter.  

How does it work? Software detects transitions–edges–and amplifies the contrast to make them more pronounced. 

When applied correctly, sharpening will help your image pop. Above or beyond this amount is too much. If you can see 

the sharpening, it’s too much. Over sharpening is a common newbie photographer blunder. Be careful, and go easy on it.  

Notice the brightened pixels in the over-sharpened image.  

Sharpening rule of thumb: Sharpen after you size your image for output, not before. If you are making a 24”x36” print, 

the sharpening amount will be radically different than if you’re posting a shot on Facebook. If you resize an image after 

sharpening, the tedious work you did to sharpen will get clobbered. First, size, then sharpen.  

Photoshop Sharpening: A lot of photographers use native tools in Photoshop to do their sharpening dirty work. Photo-

shop has a number of sharpening filters to choose from. They are clearly divided into two groups: generic and custom. 

Filters like Sharpen, Sharpen Edges, and Sharpen More are generic–meaning you don’t have any control over the sharp-

ening they do. The custom sharpening filters–Unsharp Mask and Smart Sharpen–give you adjustment parameters to cus-

tomize the effect. Unsharp Mask applies sharpening in accordance to a threshold value set by the user. Smart Sharpen is 

similar, but it allows for you to designate what type of blur to remove such as Gaussian, Motion, or Lens. Gaussian blur 

is similar to a low-level softness introduced by camera sensors’ low-pass filter, so it’s the most common type.  

Basic Sharpening Controls: Let’s take a step further and talk about the sharpening settings, which are the Amount, Ra-

dius, and Threshold parameters.  

Amount: This signifies the aggressiveness of the application, which is usually determined by a visual inspection. It’s 

recommended to confirm sharpening when viewing your image at a 2:1 or 1:1 ratio, depending on the output size. These  
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magnification levels are more accurate because your computer isn’t randomly squashing pixels together. Make sure the 

math works out, first. When in doubt, use 1:1.  

See how the sharpening renders differently when viewed at different sizes?  

 

Radius: Radius controls the distance (in pixels) surrounding a given pixel to which the sharpening is applied. There are 

two schools of thought when it comes to proper sharpening. One side uses a large radius, the other–small. Using a larger 

radius usually allows for a stronger amount of sharpening to be applied with good results. On the other hand, the smaller radius 

sharpening technique is more precise, which can keep artifacting at a minimum. In either case, be careful with sharpening, 

overly-aggressive sharpening can ruin a photo. I advise to err on the side of safety. Use just enough to make the image pop.  
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Threshold:  Threshold specifies a minimum amount of value difference between the center pixel and it’s surrounding 

pixels. A threshold value of 0 applies the sharpening to the entire image. The higher the value, the less of the sharpening 

you see. This is used to avoid sharpening smooth areas that may contain noise like sky.  
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A heavy amount of sharpening was applied to this image for demonstration purposes.  

These brief descriptions may sound like Greek, and that’s okay. Below are practical applications of these ideas in     

layman’s terms–mostly.  

Lightness Sharpening: Sharpening the Lightness channel is one of the most reliable sharpening procedures out there, 

but it’s a major pain in the butt with Photoshop alone. I use sharpening at output, meaning it’s one of the last steps in 

my image processing workflow. If I’m using Photoshop, I’ll have an image with dozens of layers, so my machine is 

running slow, and, at times, it’s laggy. At this point, I don’t want to perform a touchy adjustment like sharpening - 

when it’s working like this.  



Easy solutions exist. I can: 1: Use Exposure’s sharpening, bypassing the Photoshop mode change work-around. 2: Use 

Blow Up to sharpen and resize my image for output in a single step. 3: Ignore the lagginess of my computer, and go 

through with the mode change procedure.  

Easy Way #1 – Exposure: Exposure performs 9 steps in Photoshop with one click. The Lightness Channel checkbox, 

on the Sharpening panel, designates the sharpening algorithm–similar to Photoshop’s Unsharp Mask–to apply to the 

lightness channel of your image. This makes sharpening adjustments only on the tonal values of the image, leaving the 

image’s colors alone. This produces crisp and clear sharpening.  

Easy Way #2 – Blow Up: Blow Up is extremely easy to use. Just open your image and run Blow Up. Then, choose your 

output size from the presets. If you’d like more sharpening, you can add it with the handy sharpening sliders below, or 

again, use the presets. Click, click, boom–you’re done. The added value of Blow Up are the presets themselves. There 

are options that will automatically correct for blurring of different types, such as inks and paper types.  
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Way #3 – Photoshop: When sharpening in Photoshop, you may opt to use sharpening while in RGB mode, but I would 

not recommend it, especially if you’re not a Photoshop guru. However, if you’re not intimidated by techie step-by-step 

procedures, here’s how:  

1. Duplicate the image layer Cmd+J/Ctrl+J. If you’re using an image with multiple layers, use Cmd/Ctrl+Alt/

Option+Shift+E (Duplicate visual and merge)  

2. Go to Image>Mode>LAB  

3. Don’t Flatten!  

4. Select the Channels Tab on the Layers Panel  

5. Select the Lightness Channel  

6. Run Unsharp Mask (Or whatever you’d like)  

7. Go to Image>Mode>RGB  

8. Don’t Flatten!  

9. Visually confirm sharpness is accurate  

 

I prefer to forgo this procedure and use one of the other options above. If you aren’t happy with the sharpening, you have 

to trace back through these steps with better calibration.  

Remarks: We’ve talked a little about sharpening, what it is, what it does, how it behaves, and we’ve covered a couple of 

basic workflows. This topic is a gray area in terms of being a subjective topic. Although photographers, retouchers, and 

graphics gurus don’t see eye-to-eye on the perfect amount to apply, they all agree that too much is just too much.  

Comments: jroush@roushstudios.com Jeff Roush is the Education Director for the 3CT. ◙    
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A Check List For 3ct’s Wildflower Lovers 
 

It  will not be long before wildflowers start putting on shows for nature lovers across the state. What better time, then, 

to provide our readers with a spring wild flower check list. You might want to note the date, time, place and 

weather conditions when you found the flower. As you find and photograph these beauties, do share them with us at 

http://www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilofTennessee 

Photos and list was contributed by Sue Milligan, 3CT President. 

http://www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilofTennessee%20%20


_Allegheny Spurge (Pachysandra procumbens) 

_American Columbo (Frasera caroliniensis) 

_Bellwort (Uvularia perfoliatas 

_Black Cohosh (Cimicifuuga americana) 

_Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis) 

_Blue Cohosh (Caulophyllum thalictroides) 

_Carolina Vetch (Vicia caroliniana) 

_Celandine Poppy (Stylophorum diphyllum) 

_Chickweed (Stellaria pubera) 

_Cinquefoil (Potentilla canadensis) 

_Cleavers (Galium aparine) 

_Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) 

_Common Blue Violet (Viola sororia) 

_Cream Violet (Viola striata) 

_Crossvine (Bignonia cap reo lata) 

_Cumberland Spurge (Euphorbia mercurialina) 

_Cut Leaf Toothwort (Dentaria laciniata) 

_Daisy Fleabane (Erigeron annuus) 

_Doll's Eyes (Actaea pachypoda) 

_Dwarf Crested Iris (Iris cristata) 

_Dwarf Larkspur (Delphinium tricorn e) 

_Eastern Greenviolet (Hybanthus concolor) 

_False Solomon's Seal (Smilacina racemosa) 

_Fine-Leaved Toothwort (Dentaria multifida) 

_Fire Pink (Silene virginica) 

_Foamflower (Tiarella cordijolia) 

_Four-Leaf Yam (Dioscorea quaternata) 

_Fragrant Bedstraw (Galium trijlorum) 

_Geranium (Geranium maculatum) 

_Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea) 

_Golden Ragwort (Senecio aureus) 

_Great White Trillium (Trillium grandijlorum) 

_Green "Yellow" Mandarin tDisporum lanuginosum) 

_Hairy joint Meadowparsnip (Thaspium barbinode) 

_Hepatica (Hepatica acutiloba) 

_Jack in the Pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum) 

_Large-LeafWaterleaf (Hydrophyllum macrophyllum) 

_Lemon (Trillium luteum) 

_Little Brown Jug (Hexastylis arijolia) 

_Long-Spurred Violet (Viola rostrata) 

_Mapleleaf Viburnum (Viburnum acerijolium) 

_Mayapple (Podophyllum peltatum) 

_Nodding Mandarin iDisporum maculatumi 

_Pale Indian Plantain (Arnoglossum atriplicijolia) 

_Pennywort (Obolaria virginica) 

_Perfoliate Bellwort (Uvularia perfoliata) 

_Prairie Trillium (Trillium recurvatum) 

_Purple Phacelia (Phacelia bipinnatifida) 

_Pussy-Toes (Antennaria plantaginifolia) 

_Ramp, Wild Leek (Allium tricoccum) 

_Robin's Plantain (Erigeron pulehellus) 

_Rue Anemone (Thalictrum thalictroides) 

_Shooting Star (Dodecatheon meadia) 

_Sicklepod (Arabis canadensis) 

_Slender Toothwort (Dentaria heterophylla) 

_Smooth Rock-Cress (Arabis laevigata) 

_Smooth Yellow Violet (Viola pubescens) 

_Solomon's Seal (Polygonatum bijlorum) 

_Southern Red Trillium (Trillium sulcatumi 

_Spiderwort (Tradescantia virginiana) 

_Spotted Wintergreen (Chimaphila maculate) 

_Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginiea) 

_Spring Coralroot (Corallorrhiza wisteriana) 

_Squawroot (Conopholis americana) 

_Stonecrop (Sedum ternatum) 

_Sweet Cicely (Osmorhiza claytonii) 

_Sweet White Violet (Viola blanda) 

_Toadshade Trillium (Trillium cuneatum, sessile) 

_Trout Lily (Erythronium americanum) 

_Tuberous Stoneseed (Lithospermum tuberosum) 

_Twinleaf (Jeffersonia adiphylla) 

_Violet Wood Sorrel (Oxalis violacea) 

_Virgin a Bluebells (Mertensia virginica) 

_Wild Blue Phlox (Phlox divaricata) 

_Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense) 

_Wild Hydrangea (Hydrangea arborescens) 

_Wild Oats (Uvularia sessilijolia) 

_Wood Mint (Blephilia ciliata) 

_Wood Spurge (Euphorbia commutata) 

_Yellow Corydalis (Corydalis flavula) 
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