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Beautiful Fall in the Southeast

F

all 2013 in the
Southeast - especially in Tennessee has already provided
photographers with
lots of photo opportunities. It is not over yet!

3CT In Focus

The Official Newsletter of the Camera Club Council of Tennessee

FALL FOLIAGE
INFORMATION
If you are looking for
This image was shot at Cloudland Canyon during the 3CT Fall
current information
about fall colors try The Field Trip Weekend. See more photos from this event beginning on page 9.
Foliage Network website:
www.foliagenetwork.com
With three regional reports: Northeast, Midwest, and Southeast,
this is a good website for
fairly reliable information, and it is updated
each Wednesday and
Saturday during the fall
color season.. In addition, there are reports
for previous years archived for comparison. ◙
Read Cindy Mitchell’s story about a group from the LeConte

Appalachian Contest Photographic Society on their search for fall color. See page 12.
The Appalachian Mountain Photography Competition is open for
registration and submissions. With
the deadline of Nov. 22, 2013, there
are 6 categories, and 3 images are
allowed in each category. There is a
$6 entry fee for each image but
$4,000 in cash and prizes.
Categories are: Adventure; Blue
Ridge Parkway - People on the
Parkway; Culture; Our Ecological
Footprint; Flora/Fauna; and Landscape. For more info and to enter
your images: https://
www.appmtnphotocomp.org/
index.asp ◙
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President’s Message
by Sue Milligan, 3CT President

O
3CT Governing Board
President: Sue Milligan
Vice President: Jerry Atnip
Secretary & Editor: Pat Gordy
Treasurer: Les Milligan
Communications Director: Open
Jeff Roush (temporarily)
Membership Director: Jim Bruner

ne cannot help but think of
change as the colors and
weather start to turn and as the New
Year approaches. I have to wonder what
changes are in store for the Camera
Club Council of Tennessee. It is election
time…there will be new faces on the
Board. Who will they be? What will each bring to the table? Where
does 3CT go from here? Only time will tell. I have to admit that I am
worried about it. No one seems to be stepping up to fill the open positions. Everyone is busy. Believe me, no one understands that better than I do, but unless we get people who want to see the Council
survive and are willing to get involved, 3CT’s existence is in jeopardy.

Publicity Director: Dee Murphy
Activities Director: Sue Foster
Education Director: Jeff Roush
Member Clubs
Brentwood Photography Group

Over the last two years the Council has afforded opportunities for
clubs across the state to interact. 3CT has encouraged an interchange of
information, both social and educational via its monthly newsletter,
website, and Facebook page. We have worked hard to foster a spirit of
fellowship, sharing, and competitiveness among our members.

Camera Club of Oak Ridge
Cookeville Camera Club
Crossville Camera Club
Fayetteville Photo Club
Great Smoky Mountains Institute
at Tremont
Jackson Photo Club
LeConte Photographic Society

There is much to be done yet: many more clubs to get involved; more
interclub competitions; more outings; more involvement with other
photo organizations. But to accomplish these things the Council
needs your help! If you believe in what 3CT is trying to accomplish
and want to see it succeed, and are willing to help, contact me at
suemilli@frontiernet.net You just might be the person who makes the
difference in the future of the Council! I hope
to hear from you soon.

Memphis Camera Club
Nashville Photography Club
Photographic Society of
Chattanooga

On behalf of the Board, I wish everyone a
wonderful Thanksgiving! ◙

Photographic Society of East
Tennessee
Southern Appalachian Nature
Photographers
West Tenn. Photographers Guild
www.Facebook.com/CameraClub
CouncilOfTennessee
president@3ct.org

http://3ct.org/
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The Camera Club Council of Tennessee is proud to be
an active member of the Photographic Society of
America (PSA). Click here to learn more about PSA
and the advantages of being an individual member or
a club member of PSA.
3CT IN FOCUS

3CT October Photo Project Theme: “Work the Subject” Winner-Les Milligan
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3CT November Photo Project Theme: “The Sky is the Limit”
by Sue Milligan, 3CT President

T

he sky can make or break a
picture. Weather conditions
create skies that can make your
landscapes really exciting...great
skies can add a lot of impact to
your image. But there will be
times you will want to make the
sky your main focal point and let
the landscape below play a supporting role or act as an
anchor. The beauty of
shooting sky pictures is
that no two are alike.
Even grey skies will often
have a texture of their
own that can often be
pulled out in camera or
post processing if you
think in terms of a black
and white image.

are no blown out highlights. If using a zoom lens, you might want to
zoom in on a prominent feature in
the landscape, for example a tree,
to set against the sky. If there is a
great variation in exposure from
side to side, you might want to
shoot two or more frames and combine them in Photoshop or try HDR.

The beauty of this assignment is
that all you have to do to complete
it is step out your door at different
times on different days! So have
fun and share your favorite images with others at
www.facebook.com/
CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee.

You can use either a Polarizer or a Neutral
Density graduated filter.
A Polarizer works best at
90 degrees. If the sun is
behind you the effect will
be minimal. Use a wide
angle lens for an exaggerated effect and for a
dramatic perspective but
if using a polarizer avoid
using the widest angle
to minimize over polarization around the edges.
A #0.6 Neutral Density
graduated filter usually
works best but you might
want to have a 0.9 handy
as well. You can buy
these separately or as
a pair. Expose for the
land and let your filter
balance the sky.
Check your histogram
often to make sure there
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Education Corner: Lighting Basics—Part 2: Lighting Use and Control
By Jeff Roush, 3CT Education Director

T

his is part 2 of the article on photographic lighting. In this paper we are discussing lighting use and
light control as it relates specifically to portraiture. Outdoor lighting control gear can come in many
different types of apparatuses; we are going to study the application of the most popular one - the circular diffuser/reflector.
There are many different opinions among pro photographers about portrait lighting outdoors. Without
getting into all of the different scenarios let’s focus on the different uses and application of just the circular diffuser/reflector.
Light Control
Now that we’ve explored and studied some of the different types of light to be found, we are going to learn how
to take this available light and control it; making it do what we want. Although we’ve been trained almost exclusively to shoot outside in whatever light is present, we haven’t explored many of the other options available
to us as photographers.
Light control is a simple and inexpensive technique we can learn to do by simply understanding some of
the ways that light can be controlled.
Light can be controlled in different ways:
1) It can be reflected
2) It can be diffused
3) It can be blocked
In the illustrated photograph below you’ll see a photographer using some photography gear around the subject. They are using a diffuser (overhead) and some reflectors as they do a portrait at 12:00 noon; something
we had said earlier was taboo!
Light control is the answer. She is creating and manipulating all the light hitting her subject.
Using Diffusers
Pictured to the left is a set designed for
outdoor portraiture. Two photo stands
hold up a 52” round diffuser to soften the
overhead 12:00 noon sun. Pictured to the
right is a “5 in1” reflector kit that can be
bought at just about any photography
store or an online photo retailer. This
reflector comes with four reflector surfaces – white, black,
silver, and gold. It also serves as a diffuser. However, the
diffuser metal frame becomes the frame for all of the reflector surfaces, so if you want a diffuser AND the reflector you’ll need to buy a separate diffuser to put on top.
Continued on Page 6
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What most photographers do to create this type of set up is use the diffuser on top and use a different
(less expensive) material for the reflector on the side. The reflector can be any large white material such
as foam-core or poster board. Either of these larger sized materials can be purchased at any art supply /
hobby store like Michaels or Hobby Lobby.
It is enough to use just the overhead diffuser in most cases as it provides a very soft and beautiful light
source in the mid day “ugly” sun. The photographer I photographed chooses to use a chair for her subjects to sit on. It is very important that the diffuser be as close to the top of the head of the subject as
possible. Also, the subject needs to sit near the
rear of the overhead diffuser so that the light
coming through in front of them is maximized.
In the photo to the right the photographer has
her model on the set and is directing an additional person to use a reflector and add some
additional light on the subject from the right
side. Reflectors work like “mirrors” and are
easy to learn to use. In this case both of the
young girls were getting photographed so the
photographer made a photo assistant out of the
one not on the set.

The photo to the left is an actual image from the above session.
Notice the softness and quality of this light. Remember, this was
12:00 noon so it isn’t the time of day we should shoot in the direct sun.
This technique offers a great solution to shooting mid-day, any day.

These two smaller photographs (above) were test exposure shots
from this shoot. For the sake of learning we took one without the
overhead diffusion in place, using just the sunlight present. In
both images, the skin is exposed properly. Amazing difference!
Take note of all of the techniques present in these photographs.
This portrait is shot with a 200mm lens at f3.5 for a shallow DOF.
Notice in the background in the top image the weeds and old fence. Now, look at how nice the background is in the finished portrait. Proper use of lens length and F-Stop completely change the background to something that looks great. When compared (using F-Stops) the small photo on the left has a
“ratio” that is not good for this type of portrait. The shadows are not flattering on this type of portrait.
The spread between the shadows and highlights is too far.
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Here’s a different view of the set up, just so it makes sense. Keep in mind the
additional reflector being held by the girl on the right is optional, but it does
add a nice “pizzazz” to the image. When using this overhead diffusion panel it’s
necessary to keep it as close to the top of head of your model as possible. Here,
in this example, it’s about 12 inches above her head.
Remember that the reflector (used on the side) can be any large white reflective material. It doesn’t have to be one of the reflector kits purchases from a
photography equipment source. Foam-core or poster board work equally well.
The reason for the more expensive one is “ease of use and storage” and nothing
more. This one folds and fits in the trunk of your car a lot easier than a 3’ X 4 ‘
piece of foam-core or poster board.
Another easy trick to use when shooting in direct sunlight is to simply block
the overhead light and create your own shade. In the photo below, our photographer has instructed the assistant to hold a piece of foam-core (foam board)
over the head of the subject. This simply blocks all the direct sunlight from
hitting the subject. Now the photographer is
shooting the subject in open shade.
Let’s examine the difference between direct sun
during the mid-day hours and creating your
own open shade to shoot in. The two photographs below illustrate the difference between
the two different lighting situations. These were
both shot on the set you see above with the foam
-core board. The two photographs are identical
except for:
1.Blocking the light to create your own “open
shade”
2.Changing F-Stops for the change in light intensity.
There is NO retouching, color correcting or manipulation on these two images to the right. They
are direct out of the camera. Now, which image
would you rather show your customer? When
compared side by side there is no doubt which is a
better portrait.
You will notice a slight change of color being we
are switching from direct sunlight to open shade
but that’s always going to be the case. Open
shade tends to be a “cooler” light comparatively.
This can be corrected in Photoshop with a couple of mouse clicks.
Direct Sun
Ratio of Shadow to Highlight
to Wide
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 12

Open Shade
Even Light with no Ratio Issues
Page 7

There is one other iteration that we need to study that involves using reflectors and open shade. In the
photograph below notice all of the setup. The subject is sitting in the open shade of a tree but the assistant holding the reflector is in the direct sunlight reflecting direct sun back on to the subject. This little
trick works very well to punch in a little bit of light into the “cooler” shade light to give it the warmer
and softer glow of a sunset.

The photograph to the left is one of the images from this specific part of the shoot
and you can see the warmth and sunset feel/mood of the photograph. This technique, although it usually requires two people – photographer and assistant – is a
great way to give your photographs a different look than most other portrait photographers do. You’d never guess from looking at it that it was executed at 12:30 in the
afternoon – middle of the day – on a hot summer afternoon. ◙
Questions/Comments – jroush@roushstudios.com; http://www.roushphotoonline.com

Work Study – You’ll need a piece of foam-core or poster board.
1) Create two portraits (different people) shooting in “open shade” with no reflectors. Do this photograph in the shade of a tree or building.
2) Create two portraits shooting in “open shade” you create in a direct sun situation. You’ll use a
“sun-blocking” overhead panel (foam-core or poster board) to create your OWN open shade. Shoot
this with AND without a reflector from the side.
3) Create two portraits using an overhead diffuser in the direct sunlight. Shoot this with AND
without a reflector from the side.
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Photos from 3CT Fall Field Trip
To Chattanooga Area

Mary Stephani Brett
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More
Photos
from the
3CT Fall
Field
Trip
© Mohan Rao

© Pat Cory

From above clockwise:
Geri Reddy; Mohan Rao;
Tim Solomon and Geri
Reddy; Bruce Tatum; a
scene from Cloudland Canyon State Park; and in the
middle - fall color in Cloudland Canyon State Park.

© Pat Cory
© Pat Cory

© Pat Cory
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Crossville Camera Club Captures Special Olympics Spirit
By Sue Foster, President C3

T

he Arc of Cumberland County sponsors Special Olympics bringing heart warming excitement, full
of competition and camaraderie, to Cumberland county every September. Five members of the
Crossville Camera Club (3C) were on hand and volunteered time and talents to help capture the spirit of
this wonderful annual event. ◙

© Sue Foster
© Sue Foster

© Sue Foster
© Sue Foster
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3CT Club Happenings - November 2013
Brentwood Photography Group
http://www.brentwoodphotographygroup.org

Cookeville Camera Club
http://www.cookevillecameraclub.com

Nov. 05 - BPG Monthly Meeting : Photographer
Tom Griscom will discuss his professional journey
and challenges for continued growth. His career
started very humbly almost 20 years as a large format landscape photographer, Tom will talk about
how he eventually found his way to doing editorial
and environmental portrait digitally. Tom Griscom
is a photographer and educator based in Nashville,
TN. His photographic work has been exhibited both
nationally and internationally, as well as publications dedicated to fine art photography. His editorial
work has appeared in such publications as Outside
Magazine, Scientific American, Blackbook, and
Nashville Arts and is commercially represented by
Gallerystock. He has taught classes at the International Center of Photography, The Maine Media
Workshops, The School of Visual Arts, and is currently a full time faculty member at the Nashville
Art Institute and a visiting artist at Watkins College
of Art and Design. Website: www.tomgriscom.com

Nov. 11 - Contest Review: Harvest. CCC will also
hold its elections for the 2014 Board.
Nov. 25 - no meeting — Have a great Thanksgiving
holiday everyone!

Nov. 12 - Lunch Bunch w/Dick Dougall (Logan's
100 Oaks - 11 am)
Nov. 14 - BPG Mini Clinic
Nov. 18 - Lunch Bunch w/Dick Dougall (Logan's
Cool Springs - 11 am)
Nov. 21 - Dinner Bunch w/Dick Dougall
(Nolensville)
Camera Club of Oak Ridge
http://www.oakridgecameraclub.org
Nov. 12 – Regular meeting – no info at this time,
check website.
Nov. 15 – “Art of Photography Reception & Gallery
Walk
Nov. 11 – Jan 2, 2014 Gallery Viewing

Crossville Camera Club
c3crossvillecameraclub@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/Groups/246977455381146/
Nov. 14 - Workshop "101 Photography ClassTaking Your Camera Out of Automatic"
Matt Daugherty will be teaching the class, with
other amazing photographers there to help out! The
class will at the Business Incubator building where
CCC regular meetings are held and the cost will be
$10 per person. Remember bring your camera and
the manual. Please call Bonnie at 931-456-4910 or
email her at cbi@roanestate.edu to sign up and pay!
This class has a limit of 30 people...so don't wait!!
Nov. 19 - Regular Meeting will be a show and tell.
Members are welcome to bring a three to five minute show of their work.
Great Smoky Mountain Institute at Tremont
http://www.gsmit.org
Nov. 1-3 - Explore the diversity of mammal species in the Southern Appalachian Mountains with
a focus on the management practices used within
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Emphasis will be given to general natural history of each
species, including but not limited to: distribution,
associations, reproduction, status, conservation,
research methods, etc. Adjunct faculty will include resource management professionals from
Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the
University of Tennessee.

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday Nov.16 and Dec. 14, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
The CCOR, ORCVB and Acadia Publishing are
teaming up to produce a photo book called, 'Oak
Ridge, THEN and NOW.' The Editor is Katy Brown.
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 12

Goal: To give the student an overview of the variety, distribution, management, and natural history of mammals that inhabit the southern Appalachian Mountains.
Cost: $308 per person
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Jackson Photo Club
http://www.jacksonphotoclub.org
Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month at “The Lodge” in
Gander Mountain on Vann Drive.
LeConte Photographic Society
http://www.lecontephotographic.com
Nov. 16 - The LeConte Photographic Society will
host local professional photographer Paul Hassell at
10:00 a.m. at the King Library in Sevierville. He will
do a presentation on “Obsession to Profession: The
Light Travels of Paul Hassell.” His inspiring new
program is a unique blend of personal storytelling
with hands-on teaching about photographic creativity. Paul isn't strictly a photographer. He is in the
light business. Paul defies convention at every turn.
You’ll walk away from talking photography with
him, and you’ll have the sense that Paul is doing
what he was created to do. This ‘at-home-ness’ in
himself and his craft becomes a kind of permission
for others to find their vocations and live them. Paul
found what makes him tick and organized his life
around that calling. He designed his own major at
The University of TN: Freelance Photography and
Writing for the Natural Environment. He's a member of NANPA, SANP, and the NSA, but the credentials matter less to him than sharing the profound
experience. He points the way to a bigger truth and
deeper reality. Paul is the proud owner of Light
Finds, Inc. He lives with his wife Nora in the comfortable town of Kodak, TN. Their home along the
French Broad River has become their base camp.
Paul has been published in National Parks Magazine, Time/Life, and National Geographic books.
Learn more at www.LightFinds.Us
Memphis Camera Club
http://www.memphiscameraclub.org
Nov. 7 - Competition Night
Nov. 14 - Digital Education
Nov. 21 - Regular Meeting/ Guest Speaker – no info
on speaker at this time. Please check their website
for more information.
Nashville Photography Club
http://www.nashvillephotographyclub.com
Nov. 19 - Program speaker will be Joe Hendricks
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 12

who has been doing photography for over 24 years.
He learned photography as a Navy Photographers
Mate, serving 7 years in the Navy. His photography
has made the covers of several magazines. He's been
featured in Newsweek, Time, Life, and All Hands
magazines and has won numerous “Military Photographer of the Year” awards. Today he lives in Nashville TN and mainly photograph's Weddings and
Families. He's always looking to make his photography stand out above the rest. Recently he has been
named a FEARLESS Photographer and tries to
make every wedding as unique as possible. Joe
plans on talking about "Finding Your Passion in
Photography." www.joehendricks.com
Photographic Society of Chattanooga
http://www.chattanoogaphoto.org
Nov. 21, 7:00 p.m. - Bill Lea, guest speaker; Deadline for members- only Annual Photo Contest.
Photographic Society of East Tennessee
http://www.pset.org
Thursday, Nov. 7, at the Rose Center, in Morristown, TN, at 6:30 p.m. Sharon & Brad Cottrell will
be presenting two slide shows highlighting their recent travels: Europe trip called Voyage of the Vikings, which includes Iceland and Greenland and
their visit to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.
Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers
http://www.sanp.net
Nov. 26 - Guest Speaker will be Nye Simmons, author of The Great Smoky Mountains – Wonder and
Light; Tennessee – Wonder and Light; The Ultimate
Guide to Digital Nature Photography; Best of the
Blue Ridge Parkway; The Smoky Mountains Photographers Guide; and his recently published Blue
Ridge Parkway Celebration.
www.simmonsphotoarts.com
West Tennessee Photographers Guild
http://www.westtennesseephotographersguild.org
Nov. 7 - SANP Members, Brad and Sharon
Cottrell, will present a slideshow on Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island. ◙
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In Search of Fall Color
By Cindy Mitchell, LeConte Photographic Society President

I

n October, the search for fall
color began when a few of the
LeConte Photographic Society
members took a drive on the
Blue Ridge Parkway to see how
things were looking. On the
way, we stopped at the Oconoluftee Overlook in the Smoky
Mountains for sunrise.
We met a group from Australia
that rented bikes in Los Angeles
and were traveling to New York
in 23 days. When we met, they
were on day 14 of their journey. They do a trip similar to
this every 2 years.
We worked on close-up and
macro photography.

We met another nice couple in
our travels.

Continued on Page 16
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Dollywood is very festive this
time of year!! Photo on the
right is an example.
I drove to Grayson Highlands
State Park in Virginia just
across the TN/VA line past
Bristol to see the wild ponies. This is a very interesting
place to visit and I plan to go
back in the Spring. The colors
were great and the scenery
was awesome!
A couple of us met up with another photo group from our
area at Big Creek.

A couple of weeks ago, a few of us headed for
Max Patch which is just across the TN/NC
line. The colors were splendid!! We climbed to
the top of the bald and also visited some ponds
along the way. You have a 360 degree view of
nothing but mountains! It was incredible!

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1
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Recently, a few of us headed across the Smoky
Mountains and decided to see if the Elk were out
at the Oconoluftee Visitor Center near Cherokee. They were and we had a very lucky encounter! One big bull and about 10 or so females with
a few youngsters. We decided to walk down to
the creek after seeing them in the field and
waited for them to cross the water which they
did. First, all the females crossed and finally the
big guy went across. He did not stop and look at
us as the females did, but just kept on moving.
After the Elk encounter, our day was complete
but we still headed to Clingman’s Dome to see if
the color was still there or not. Were we
surprised when we got about half-way
up and saw all the snow/ice covered
trees! It was beautiful.
Then on top of Clingman’s Dome
from the parking lot, the scene on
the bottom right is what we saw.
No frost or snow here!
This has been one busy month for
me. Next, the plan is to visit the Biltmore Estate, Greenbriar, Roaring
Forks Motor Trail, and Cades Cove. I
hope you enjoyed my photo journey. Getting out and seeing what is in
our area has been a real accomplishment for me. I have visited places this
year where I have never been.
If it wasn’t for the photo club I would
never have gone where I’ve gone. Being
involved with your club and going out
with other members allows you to visit
new places and learn more about photography. We always learn something
during our outings, even if it is only one
little thing. Get out there if at all possible and have fun!! ◙
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HOW DO YOU SEE
THE WORLD?

H

ow do you see the world…
normal, wide angle, telephoto, macro, abstract, horizontal or vertical?
What is your favorite type of
photography…portraits, nature,
landscapes, photo journalism,
photo travel or 3D?
When you see a subject you
want to photograph, do you
think in terms of color, black
and white or doing something
creative with it?

On September 28, LeConte Photographic Society had Jerry Greer
(shown above), of Johnson City, TN, to present a program entitled “The
Blue Ridge – Ancient and Majestic."

If you are not sure, a good way
to determine how you really see
the world is to select 40 to 50 of
your favorite images and categorize them. You might be surprised with the outcome. Not
only will this exercise make
your preferences obvious, it just
might tell you what you are
missing and what you may want
to try more of! ◙

Send all news articles and
photos for 3CT in Focus to
Pat Gordy, Editor, by the
25th of the month previous
to it needing to be printed.

On October 26, Jeffrey Stoner of Kingsport, TN, spoke to the LeConte
Photographic Society on “The Fine Art of Photography.”

patgordy@bellsouth.net

Camera Club Council of Tennessee
Created to Foster a Spirit of Fellowship, Sharing, and Competitiveness Among Member Clubs

