
W ith the theme of “National and State Parks of Tennessee,” the 

first 3CT Interclub Photo Contest is now open for entries from 

members of 3CT member clubs. The contest is limited to digital entries 

only, and the fee is $10 for up to  4 images. The closing date is April 30, 

2012. To submit your images, go to http://3ct.org/contest/, read the instruc-

tions, submit, and pay through PayPal. 

 

By submitting images to this competition, the maker agrees to allow 3CT to 

use them on the 3CT website (3CT.org) or other club media, to recognize not 

only the contest winners but also to illustrate the beautiful photo ops that 

Tennessee has to offer. Also, the winning  images may be used for 3CT’s 

entries to PSA’s Council’s Challenge. 

 

Recently Sue and Les Milligan traveled to Chattanooga, to take training on 

the contest software system that the Photographic Society of Chattanooga 

has allowed 3CT to use for its first interclub competition. With judging 

equipment from the Cookeville Camera Club, everything is in place to have 

a great and fun photo contest between 3CT clubs. There will be a Best of 

Show, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Honorable Mentions for the top images. So make a 

good showing for your club and submit your entries today! 

3CT Revs Up for First Interclub 
Photo Contest 

Fun Day Planned for Interclub Field Trip 

The Great Smoky Mountain Na-

tional Park (GSMNP) will be the 

location for the first 3CT Interclub 

Field Trip on Saturday, March 31. 

Leading the way will be members 

of the LeConte Photographic Soci-

ety, who are well experienced in 

photographing the area since 

GSMNP is in their back door. Reg-

istration is required but there is 

no fee. See Pages 4-8 for details. 
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T he Camera Club Council of  

Tennessee has demanded 

much of my time in the last six 

months but I have not been alone 

in this venture.  

 

Dee Murphy and several of her 

club members have done an amaz-

ing job organizing 3CT’s first Inter-

club Fieldtrip.  
 

Pat Gordy has taken over the Sec-

retarial duties and is responsible 

for this wonderful newsletter. Her 

advice and help with many mat-

ters over the past months has  

been invaluable.  
 

Titus Bartos has been a blessing as 

far as the website is concerned. 

Not only does he do whatever I ask 

of him within the limits of the site, 

he has taken on the impossible 

task of educating me on how to 

edit a good bit of  it myself. Is there 

a “Website Editing for Dummies” 

book? I have not had time to go  

out and look! 
 

A great big thanks goes to the Pho-

tographic Society of East Tennes-

see for a $100 contribution to 3CT. 
 

I wish I could tell you the feeling of 

accomplishment and excitement I 

have, just seeing the announce-

ments for the Interclub Fieldtrip 

and the Interclub Photo Contest on 

the website at last. I am sure that 

everyone in-

volved  in the 

process feels 

the same. I 

personally 

thank every-

one who 

helped make 

these events 

a reality! 

Now it is up 

to 3CT’s Club Reps to get their in-

dividual club members to support 

them. I am hopefully optimistic 

that both  ventures will be a suc-

cess with everyone’s help.   
 

On a lighter note…spring is in the 

air. I am so looking forward to 

3CT’s Fieldtrip! My only regret is 

that I cannot be in four places at 

once. All the tours look great. 

Which to choose??  

Perhaps our next Fieldtrip will be 

a two-day event. I can’t wait to   

see which club volunteers to host 

it. Where in Tennessee might we 

be this fall? 
 

 I am also looking forward to the 

chance 3CT’s Interclub events give 

us of getting together with old 

friends and making new ones. I 

hope to see many of you in the 

Smokies, March 30 & 31. Mark 

those calendars, register for the 

tour you want to take, and make 

your hotel/motel reservations soon. 

Get ready for a great day! 

President’s Message                                     
by Sue Milligan, 3CT President 

 

http://3ct.org/ 

3CT Governing Board 
 
President: Sue Milligan 
 

Vice President: Ron Plasencia 
 

Secretary: Pat Gordy 
 

Treasurer: Les Milligan 
 

Web Master/Editor: 
Ron Plasencia/Titus Bartos 
 

Membership Director: 
Randy Harris for Jim Bruner 
 

Publicity Director: Position cur-
rently open 
 

Activities Director: Dee Murphy 
 

Education Director: Jeff Roush 
 

Member Clubs 
 

Cookeville Camera Club 
 

Fayetteville Photo Club 
 

Jackson Photo Club 
 

LeConte Photographic Society 
 

Memphis Camera Club 
 

Nashville Photography Club 
 

Photographic Society of  
   Chattanooga 
 

Photographic Society of East 
Tennessee 
 

Southern Appalachian Nature  
   Photographers 

 

The Camera Club Council of Tennessee is proud to be 

an active member of the Photographic Society of  

America (PSA). Click here to learn more about PSA 

and the advantages of being an individual member    

or a club member of PSA. 

http://3ct.org/?page_id=346
http://psa-photo.org/
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for non-SANP members, and lunch is included. 

Pre-registration is required by sending a check to 

SANP, C/O Bob Turney, 200 Skyview Drive, Le-

noir City, TN  37772.   

You may view a flyer about the event at 

http://www.sanp.net/pdf/20120207_SANP_Planck_

Workshop.pdf  

R od Planck’s Nature Photography Workshop 

for Southern Appalachian Nature Photogra-

phers will be held on Saturday, April 14, 9:00 a.m. 

- 5:00 p.m. This classroom-instruction style work-

shop will be in the Goins Auditorium, Hardin Val-

ley Campus of Pellissippi State Community Col-

lege in Knoxville. The cost of the workshop is $85 
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1. Know your camera!  Take it in 

small bites if necessary. Experi-

ment with aperture choices on 

one outing and lens speed on 

another, ISO, white balance, etc. 

See the effect each choice actu-

ally has on your photographs. 

 

2. Always have your camera 

with you!  If you are not com-

fortable leaving your expensive 

camera in the car, keep one of 

your older ones handy, or invest 

in a good point and shoot that 

you can carry in a purse or 

pocket. Just be ready! 

 

3. You don’t have to leave the 

state or country, the potential 

for winning photographs are all 

around you. How many times on 

your way to work have you seen 

something that you say you are 

going to have to stop and photo-

graph someday?  Stop. Do it. 

Take advantage of all the oppor-

tunities around you! 

 

4. I’m not saying limit yourself 

to one type, but start with the 

type of photography you enjoy 

most and concentrate on it!  For 

example, if you like Wildlife, the 

more you know about the ani-

mals you are photographing the 

better. Birds are going to be 

more active in the mornings and 

evenings, and knowing their mi-

gration habits and when and 

where they mate and nest in-

creases 

your 

chance of 

getting 

better 

photos. 

You can 

take 

beautiful 

portraits 

of birds any time of day, but you 

improve your chance of winning 

contest with them if you catch 

them in action!    

 

5. Analyze the pictures that im-

press you!  We all automatically 

process millions of “pictures” 

each day, photographs in books, 

magazines, newspapers, online, 

TV, the scenes around us at any 

given moment; we are good at it. 

We can see something and say, 

“Wow,” and move right on…But 

I dare to say if you get in the 

habit of taking a minute to ask 

yourself what it was that made 

you think Wow; if you actually 

analyze the pictures, the things 

you find that makes them great 

will eventually  “rub off”. You 

will start thinking about those 

wow factors when you are tak-

ing pictures, and your work will 

improve as a result. 
 

6. Photography is 

ever changing…we 

have come a long 

way from the first 

pinhole camera. Man 

has struggled with 

each of photogra-

phy’s limitations and 

it won’t be long be-

fore they solve the problem of 

the third dimension, depth, 

something that we have had to 

achieve through various tricks of 

composition. 3D will be the next 

milestone conquered but I as-

sure you it will not be the last. 

Embrace new technology!  Take 

advantage of everything that 

comes along to help improve the 

pictures we take. 
 

7. Last but not least, seek and 

be open to constructive criticism. 

Let’s face it, we are all emotion-

ally attached to our photographs 

but if you truly want to improve 

you need to learn to be objective 

about  your work.  

Education Corner:  
                                                  Seven Basic Photo Tips by Sue Milligan 

If you have written an educational  arti-

cle on any aspect of photography that 

might be helpful or of interest to 3CT’s 

members, and you would like to share it, 

please send it to secretary@3ct.org and it 

will be considered for publication in the 

newsletter.   

Rod Planck Nature Photography Workshop  

http://www.sanp.net/pdf/20120207_SANP_Planck_Workshop.pdf
http://www.sanp.net/pdf/20120207_SANP_Planck_Workshop.pdf
mailto:secretary@3ct.org
mailto:president@3ct.org
mailto:president@3ct.org
mailto:president@3ct.org


A s for her photographic experi-

ences, Dee Murphy began photog-

raphy, seriously, on the back of a 

horse, riding cross country and 

seeing the wildflowers seasons in 

the country. She says, "I carried a 

Pentax 110 in my pocket and got 

many good photos."  
 

Later, Dee began attending a na-

ture photo  teaching program at 

a  Michigan metro park, then 

joined a camera club and became 

an active competitor. Dee credits 

winning in photo competitions for 

giving her the confidence she 

needed to go further.  

  

"With everything I learned from 

the club members, I developed the 

confidence to get my work out to 

the publishers" Dee maintains. 

Her work was well received at 

Michigan 

Natural Re-

sources, 

Birds and 

Blooms, 

Reminisce, 

Country, and 

many other 

magazines of 

that type.  
 

 In addition, 

Dee went on 

to be Presi-

dent of  Mo-

tor City Cam-

era Club and 

the Greater Detroit Camera Club 

Council. She was also awarded 

the Associate and Friend Honor 

from the GDCCC, has been a 

council, club and international 

award winner, and has judged in-

ternational salons, clubs 

and photo competitions. 

For Dee's accomplish-

ments, she credits the fact 

that there was a very ac-

tive council in Michigan of 

which her club was a mem-

ber and participant in all 

the council offered. 

  

When Dee moved from 

Michigan, she saw the real 

need for a similar camera 

club in her area of Tennes-

see. She states, "With the 

help of friends, the Le-

Conte Photographic Society was 

organized, and it has been a great 

reward for our efforts." 

3CT Board Member Feature:  
Dee Murphy – Activities Director 
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rive as early as noon on Friday, 

giving yourself extra time to ex-

plore and photograph the area. To 

make your motel reservations, call 

800-972-7816 or 865-436-7816 

and ask for Pattie Baxter.   
 

Check the weather and dress ap-

propriately, to carry water and 

snacks, and to  bring your lunch if 

the length of the tour requires it.  

Come enjoy the scenery and make 

some beautiful photographs, while 

getting acquainted with fellow 

photographers from other clubs.  
 

Be sure to thank Dee Murphy and 

the LeConte Photographic Society 

for making this a great weekend! 

T o sign up for one of the four 

destinations, go to 

http://3ct.org/fieldtrips/  being 

sure to click on “Register Here” 

and fill out the form. Details 

about the tours are on the web-

site, but they are also on Pages   

5-8 of this newsletter. 
 

The Sleepy Bear Motel, at 820 E. 

Parkway, Hwy 321, Gatlinburg, 

will serve as a kind of headquar-

ters with a meet-and-greet there 

on Friday, March 30, from 7-9 

p.m. For those wanting to arrive 

early to get a good night’s sleep so 

you can get to your early shoot on 

time, a group rate of $52+tax has 

been arranged, and you may ar-

 

 

 

Interclub Field Trip Information 

A 3CT Board Meeting will 
be held from 6-7 p.m. on 
Friday, March 30, at the 
Sleepy Bear Motel. Club 
Reps, as well as Board 
Members are encouraged 
to be there. Anyone else 
willing to get involved 
would be welcome as well! 

Please  

Note: 

3CT Board  

Meeting 

http://3ct.org/fieldtrips/
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  3CT Interclub Field Trips - Choose One and Register for It 
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